
TUE CHRISTIAN.
swoeping Christiendon ont of the narrow
ditch of sectariansim whicl in the past hais
been inistaken for the river of God.

With euch a tendency, there ls a readiness
for hearing, and a preparation for accepting,
our plea for Christian union on Christ alone,
and with the Bible alone as our guide, whicli
is peculiar to this age. Thie explans the
fact emphasized in the article republbshed in
last CHRISTIAN, that the Disciples of Christ
have made the nost remarkable growth in
the religious world, in the past five years.
It is a time for instant and.earnest action on
our part. The soil was never so ready, nor
the skies so promising as juat now. We are
fortunate te live when the best plea in the
world can be made at the best time in its
history. May we catch the inspiration of
the occasion and fit the message and the
effort te the fitness of the time.

THE A TTRA CTION OF CAL VA Re Y

T. H. BLECNUS.

The attraction of Calvary overcomes in
man ail the forces of a depraved heart.

First. There is the lova of case. Men
sigh for repose. They ever seek the clear
sky, the thornless path, and the unrnfiled
stream. Life without its conflicts, pleasure
without pain,and honor without its struggles,
are the thinga much to ho desired. How the
great mass of men, rather than endure the
conflict, place the reins upon the neck of
desire, until bound band and foot, they are
borne to death and destruction. The cross
of Calvary lifts us out of the love of case.
It imparts to us new desires, and put within
us the "impulse of a new, affectiun." It
moves us with a heavenly passion, and we
ask for duty not ease. We are enamoured
with vicions of usefulness. We ask a place
to toi!. At home or abroad, we are apostles,
and evangelsts, and missionaries. God's
word is our law. His smile is our heaven.

Second. There is the love cf the world.
Not the world of nature, for that ia God's
world-we mean that spirit of the world, or
that pursuit of it, which however innocent
in itself, may come in between the soul and
its God, and so cause an eclipse of the Sun
of Righteousness. That world of which the
apostle spake, when ho said, " If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not
in him." We speak of it as the love of the
pleasures, the honora, the wealth of the
world. We know the strength of this love.
For pleasure, men have sacrificed wealth and
honor, and home and health ; for honor,
riches and friends, principle and manhood ;
for wealth, ease and comfort, and truth and
right. But what a metamorphosis is wrought
by the cross. And yet, the true child of God
is neither a stoic nor an ascetie. He is in the
world but net of it. Its pleasures are puri-
fied, its honora ennobled, its wealth consecra-
ted to holy use. Pleasure consista in the
possession of our ideal. We sacrifice ail
thinga for that which tu us i8 the most luvelv.
But the cross of Christ bas lifted the voil
froin the face of God, and the " root out of
dry ground" bas become the "chiefeat of ten
thousand and the one altogether Iovely."
This vision of God explains the impassioned
utterances of the old worthies, '' Whonw have
I in heaven but thee, and there is none on
earth that I desire beside thee." " As the
hart panteth after the water brooks, so pant-
eth my soul after thee, O God." This vision
of the Almighty explaine how men are willing
to offer in one holocanst all that they hold

July, 186.

(lear, dashing to the earth every cup of
worldly pleasto. Not that the Christian is
indifferent to place, or power, or wealth; but
he vins lauîrels te lay tLhem at the feet of
Jesus; ho attains power that he may wield it
for God and the right; ho gains wealth that
with it ho may push forward the interests of
the Redeemer's kingdom. He exemplifies

1 the aphorism of one of the early reformera,
which la, " Get ail you can, save ail you
can, and give ail you can." The mean
becomes generos, the base magnanimous,
the avaricious liberal. lIe la like the city's
reservoir which turne into itself a score of
m ountain streams, and thon rushing througlh
all streets, and avenues, and lanes, waits and
yearns te quench the thirst of ail, from the
prince te the brggar. It is beiig filled with
God and over-flowing on othere as God over-
flows on us. Did it ever occur te the reader
that ail the beauty, the glory of life around
us is simply.the overflowing of God? What
is the glory of the morming but the overflow.
ing of his light; what the beauty of the
spring, the fragrance of the flower, the song
of the bird, but the overflowing of God in
beauty, in fraigrance and in song? What is
the enamelled cloud, the bursting bud, the
waving grain. and the trembling leaf, but
the channels through which God ie pouring
out bis thought and love? The laugh of a
child is the exuberance of bis joy, and the
tenderness of a mother's love the outguahing
of his sympathy.

Third. The attraction of Calvary la
stronger than the love of friends. Jesus
said, If any man will come te me and hate
nct, that la, love net leas, father and mother,
brother and dister, and wife and children, he
cannot be my disciple. The hiatory of Christ-
ianity is resplendent with lustre bore. The
love of Jesus Christ bas proved stronger than
the love of country. and home, and friends,
and wealth. For his sake thousande have
become homeless wanderers. They have
taken joyfully the spoiling of their goods,
and have " counted ail thinge but loss for
the excellency of the kncwledge of Christ
Jesus, the Lord."

THE REGINNING.
Lxuz xxiv. 47; Acrs xr 15.

NEIL M'LEOD.

Men bave made sad havoc of the Christian
systen with their various and conflicting
theories and traditions. They bave made the
c!ear and simple gospel of the blessed Christ
an intricate puzzle. They have broken up
its unity and barmony, disarranged its parts,
overestimating some, subordinating others,
obscuring soma things and casting some
away, snd adding things of their own inven-
tion until, if Paul should now hear some men
attempt to preach the gospel which he receiv-
ed and delivered unto us, he would not recog-
nize it as the same, but another gospel which
is not a gospel at ail but only a poor theology.

In the effort te get order out of this relig-
ious chaos, it ls of the firat importance to
find a correct starting place-to fix the place
of beginning. If we fail in this, it la next
to impossible for us to find any clew to the
maze, or make our way out into the clear
light of the divine truth as it la in Christ
Jeans. The akein bas been terribly tangled
and broken, but if we ean get hold of the
right end, it may ha slowly and surely
unwound.

Fortunately for us this important matter
was not omitted or neglected in the beginning.
The beginning was marked and the firt

stake driven where it still stands immovably
fixed in the rock of enduring tr!êh.

Beginning at Jerusalem. Various begin-
nings are mentioned in the Bible. In the
beginning God created the heaven and the
earth. Gen. i. 1. In the beginning was the
word * * * the same was in the begin-
ning with God. John i. 1, 2. The begin-
ning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of
God. Mark i. 1. But to none of these does
Peter refer, for they were all prier te bis
advent upon the scene. Buit there la one
other, " Thus it is written that the Christ
should suffer, and rise again from the dead
the third day; and that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his
name unto ail nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. Ye are witnesses of t' ese thinge.
And behold I send the promise of my Father
upon yo; but tarry ye in the city until ye
be clothed with power from on high." Luke
xxiv. 46-49. They followed his instructions
and after bis ascension waited in the city
until the day of Pentecost when the promise
was fulfilled, and they were endued with
power by the Hoy Spirit. Read Acta i. 1-14;
ii. 1-16. It le evident that this is the bogin-
ning to whieh Peter refera in Acte xi. 15.
This is the beginning spoken of by Christ in
Luke xxiv. 47.

Guided by these unmistakable land-marks,
we have made our way up the stream of the
sacred river of life to its source as it springs
from beneath the altar. Here it takes its
rise and begins to flow outward in streams of
blessing te the ends of the whole earth.

Here we make some very intereating dis-
coveries as to " The Beginning."

1. Thie beqinning of the new dispensation.
This age bas been called the " dispensation of
the Holy Spirit." He came on the day of
Ientecost to inaugurate bis mission of blass-
iug to the whole world. It- ;s called by
Paul the " dispensation of the fullness of
the times." Eph, i. 10. Old things are
passed away, al things have become new,
and all things are of God who bath given te
us the ministry of reconciliation-that le the
gospel preached with the Holy Spirit sent
down from heaven. We are net under the
law but under grece. Christ is the end of
the law for righteousness to every one that
believes. From this time forth the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jeans, makes us
Zree from the law of sin and death.

2. The beginning ofgospelpreaching. Al
that went before was preparatory. Now al
things are ready. Christ has suffered and bas
risen from the dead. lie ascended to heaven
and bas beau crowned in glory. The Holy
Spirit bas come and filled ahl the apostles,
and they began to speak as he gave tham
utterance. Repentance and the remission of
sins ie preached in the name of Jeans Christ
for the firat time. Never before was the
complete gospel proclaimed, and full and
final and universal conditions of pardon and
salvation offered to ail men. .

3. The beginning of the Church. Christ
during his ministry did not organize a church.
This was te ha the work of the Spirit. Christ
gathered about him the materials that form-
ed the nucleus of the church. Now by the
coming of the Holy Spirit these are constitu.
ted the body of Christ, the temple of the
Holy Spirit, and the same day there were
added unto them about threethousand seule.
And the Lord added daily to the church
those that were being saved. Thus we find
three important beginnings. A new dispen-
sation inau gurated, a now law of life pro-
claimed t ail men, and an institution found-
ed which was to embody the apirit and princi.
ples of the new a ge, and propagate the new
faith once for all delivered to the saints.


