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NEVER MIND'

—_—

BY MARTIN FARQUIIAR TUPEERR,

Soul be strong, whater betde,
God himsi Il guard and guide~—
With my Father ot my side,

Clouds a.d darkness hover near,
Men's hearts faling them for fear,
But be thon of right good cheer.

Come what may, some work 1s done,
Prase the Father through the Son,
Goals are gaincd and praises won,

ard )

Pl And if not the skies look black,
sk All the past behind my hack
;C;. Is a bright and blussed tiack,
ol

Suand in patient conrage stilt,
Working out thy Master’s will,
* Compass good and conquer il

Fight for all their bul'ying boast,
Dark temptation’s evil host,
‘This is thy predestined post.

A Be then trinquu-as a dove ;
%I: ‘Through these thuuder-clouds above:
(3

Shunes afar the heaven ot love,

JMHiscellany.

HARVEST REJOICINGS.
Continued  from Page 249
L Why should they rejuice? 1o was the

hen of Gud's return vtice imwre among hem,
Tley rejoiced 10 thivk they should have power
oset-theic-cnemies. Luis libkely tiey bad head
what bad happened at Ashidud, at Gauw, at
Ekron. They hoew that Gud had agam ta-
hea possesion. of his uwu ark, and they hoped
he would again show hilwsell sirong ou behali
«f his people.
| But, what have-we to do with this rejocing ?
We have noark. Nu, neither do we wani
une. What we have nits swead 1s far beiter
—the-Bible. Here we may learn and know
the. mind and will.of God 10 all things belong
g to us; here we may come for advice, here

be taught-w the things we should do. We do
well to rejoice in such a treasure .
B All that the ark did once contain
r‘{ Could no such Joys afford,”
@ We havé even more than this, We have the

promise of God's own Holy Spirit to lead us
mto all truth, to take oft the things contained in
the Scriptures and show them unto us.  Let us
 all these things rejoice, Rejoice to-day, for
this is the Sabbath, when we gather around
| our privileges. Nct only rejoice on the sab.
| bata-day, but-every day, even when employed
m our out-door, harvest, or other work. Do
men thustejoice ¢ Has it bieen soof Iate in our
village? Ah! do we not too often hear 1n-
stead of such holy rejoicings, the drunkard’s
song and the -swearers prayer? Such things
ought not to' be. Let us-have a care that we
do not’by our sius, by our neglect, provoke our
God to take our Bibles from us: or he may
continue-to us our Bibles, yet withhold .the in-
fluences of his Holy and quickemng Spirit; and
R then we-shall be as [srae] was, having the ark
® afier God himself had forsaken them ; we shall
then have no power over-our spiritual encmies
 but be hable to falt under ‘many a hurtfal lust
f iwnd snare: Rejoice mn God alway ; and again
! say, Rejorce”

..

TRACES AND INDICATIONS OF THR SAB-
" BATH IN THE INSTITUTIONS AND OBSER-
* VANCES.OF THE ANCIFENT WORLD.

B'Y REV. JOHN JORDAN, VILAR OF ENSIUNE, OXON.

It is ours to cuniend carnestly for the faith
bnce delivered 10 the saus.  OF the.things so
Belivered, the sancuty-of the sibbath 1s one
hat, 1 our day, needs .much- to be contended:
. Notonly 15 practical anfidehity -striving for
@'s desecration, and worldly gain “endeavoring
0 steal-this-pearl-of great price aud approprate
BB to itsclf, but even the reasoning pride of hu-

pran intcllect seeks to whet 1ts ingenuity 1n thus
anghteous cause..and.pretending that the sab-
ath was not,as Chnst afficms, “made for man,”
But only fer the times of the Mosasc dispensa-
on, argues that 1t had no previous ongin or
pustence , and 1o prooi of this avers.that no
aces-ol 1t are to be vnund 10 the carliest ages
. the world, or amongst the other nations ol the
irth, o controvert this posiuon, and thereby
.overthrow the foundation of this false aver-
b2nt, 15 the chief object of the fullowing pages ,
d we entreat gur readers to ohserve, that the
ift-ot the succeeding arguimnent is to show, as

=

generally suppused, and quite sufficient 1o es
abiish @ vay suong presumpuon that  there
wst have been, in the prnntive ages of the
world, just such an institution as Moses dis-
tinetly records the origin,

L. The first division of our subject must be
+hronclogical, including two peiiuds—uutedilu
vian and postdiluvian, the former degending
whelly upon sacred history, the only source ui
mformation respecting it; the latter taking n
much wider range, and etbra-mg both sacred
and profane records. Within e i tediluvian
period we propose to include the whole p.una-
tive age of the world, frun the expulsion ol
Adam and Eve outof paradise untl the day
in which Noah came forth fiom the ark, and
mankind, having been namov.ed within the him-
its of that patriarch's fasuily, commenced, as it
were, a new career on the earth,

But although this periud was cne of consider-
able Jength, consisung of no less than 1656
vears, according to the  ordinary computation,
the records of the era are exceedingly few and
scanty,  "This fact will at ouce account, in a
very great degree, for that sience respecting the
observance of the sabbath which, as we have
ulready had occasion<to remark, has been at-
tempted to be used by some as an arguinent w
prove that‘the Sabbath had nut a prumiuve on
gin.  And yet nouwithstanding this asserion,
we trust to be able'to exhibit sume traces -and
tndications ol the observance of the subbath,
even in the scanty records of the nge that we
have. The tigst that we met with is the- ex-
pression in Gen. iv, 3, relerring to the time
whea Cain and Abel mutaally brought thew
vflerings to the Lotd, Tle very fact of thewr
cuming together, and that fur the puipose ol
woiship, would of stsell lead 10 the sup,usition
that the time must have been a stated une, uud
well koown and recoguized by bothy for other-
wise we cannot conceive what could have w-
duced the jealous Cain to uniie with the pious
Able iu the worship of Jehovab, Had iere
wutbeen a special-day set apart-for worshup, we
should have rather eapicted Cain to avoid that
which Abel chose; from'hatred-and envy of him.
[t is, however, plainly imnplied that there was a
certain known-time at which they both together
worsh.pped: God.  Tlie expressiun denoung this
is rendered, in the text of the Bible, © In process
of time it camne to pass;” but, tn the margin,
v At the end of days itcame to pass.””  Now this
latter 1s not only preferable as a ronstruction of
the original, but it directly points to that day
which was “the end of days"—the last, that s
of the seven—the seventh day, on which -God
ended the work thathe had made, and which
hehad blessed and sanctified, because that in it
he had rested from all his work, which God
created and made. And thus we have the
seventh day plainly indicated us as that-which
was commonly used for the pubhic worship of
God ard was thereby hallowed and honored
in agreement: with its Divine appointmeat.
Already, too, we find the number seven em-
ployed asa nmmnber of peculiar force and power,
such as we shall have.many instances of 1o pro-
duce hereafter. For when Cain trembled for
hunself because of the curse pronounced upon
hun, and feared that every one that found hiun
wvould slay hirm, the Lord said. to him, + There
fore whosoever slayeth Cain; vengance shall be
taken on.him sevenfold:” Now,it might be -
ferred fromn hence that the Lo:d himself engio-
ated this.use of the number seven; but we in-
¢line to a different opinion It seems. more
agreeable to God's dealings-with maan, 1u which
he delights to show his coudescensivn to tus
creature, in.order to win him to himself, that. he
should adopt and use-a phrase we!l kuvwn tohis
creature, Tather than woriginate- oue for the
uccaston ; and, therefore, we ler that iv had
an existence.and .use amougst inen previous W
its employment by the Lo, and indicates
amongst them some -institution or custoin.
whence it must have been-derived.  And this
view of the subject-is confir:ned-by the manncr
in which Lamech,in his own case, multiplics
the expression, when he says, “ If Cain shall be
avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seveuty and
sevenfold *  We conclude then, thatherealveady
there arehints, if not much more than hiots,
when we consider the extreme pancity of the
cecords themselves, indicating -just siuch au
institution as the weekly or-seventh day sab
buth svas.

But we have still more remarkable evidence
than this to produce, connected with the period
Jf ‘the deluge. O this oceurrence, and of the
cireumstances connected with 1ty we have fulle
and more detailed acconuts than of any oiher
cvent of the age. Cumpared with the rest of
‘the history of this era, the account of thy floud
is-remnarkably precise, uccutate, and extended
Here, then, of ungwhere, we mnuy expect tu find

Jall be drawn out in the conclusion,and there 1s

wraces and indications of the sabbath; and here,

s wo behieve utd Lrust o be able o prove, they
will be tound very dear and deusive,  We wall
chdearor o edbubit the widtiee w be gleaned
fromn the occurrences conneeted with the flood
in as concise and plain & manner ns possible.
"I'he aticntive reader of tle history will cbserve
that there are a nunber of days mentioned with
considerable care,und we wilf thercfore first ex
plamn aud connect these in a gencral view. In
duing this it will be our object to show respeet
g thew, first, their severs! pesitons through-
out the year, as days of the year, numbered in’
ucontinuous seris fremn 1 to 360 for the year,
ann then to peint out, as may be eusily done,
the places in the weeks which such days may
severally be concerved to have occupied. npon a
suppusition which- will then  be explained. In
pussuing this mquiry, there is but oue particular
w advisy the reader of, and that 1s, that 1n these
e rly periods the months were ulways reckoned
as coutaunng 30 duys, and the -year, conso.
quently, as being ! 300 days oniy ; and that
these records of the deluge abundantly prove
Uus.  We proceed, then to arrunge the days
referred 10 in the lustory accordingly.

L. In Gen. vi. 4, 10, 11 will be found two
days described, the oue as occurning 7 days
befure the 174h day of Whe 20d month of the
600¢h year of Noah's hfe—ihe other as being
s 17th day iself.  Now the furmer of these
will be found 10 be the 40th duy of the year,
und the Jatter 47th--2. In Gen. xu. 17 n
will,be sceu that the fluod was 40 days upon the
ensth—thut 15, st rned 40 days and 40 mights
the lust of which period would be the 87th day
of the year—3. 1o Gen. vi. 24, and vin, 4,1t
will Leseen that the waters prevailed 150 days,
and that on the 17th day olthe Tth mouth the
atk rusted un Mount Ararat. Tiess two days
will.be found 16 cuincide, and 10 be the 1971h
day of the year.—4 lu Geu. v, 5 will be found
a day desciibea us the st day of the 10ih munth
which is the 21aday: of the year.—5, 1o Gen.
i 6—12 will be found vur days. described,
the one 15 Leing the 40 days alier the mountuius
were-seen, and as that on which the raven was
sent out, and the:other:three as occuiring each
atintervals of seven days, and thuse wiil be the
3i1th, 318h, 325th, 332nd days of the year.
—6. In Gen, vu1. 13 will be found a day which
was the Ist of the st month of the GOIst year
of Noah's life, and which-carrying on into “this
year the same series of nuinbers .ommenged in
the preceeding; would. be the 361st-day.—7, in
Gen. vii. 1415 descnibed the 27th day of the
20d month, which, according to the same plan,
would be the 417ih day.

Having thus druwn out those various days, in

such:a manner as to ensure: their exact relative
position throughout the years, we can comé the
more casily to inquire if they can have any
further positions assigned them, so as to deter-
mine what days of the week they were. Angd
tins we think can be done very sausfactorily
upon one hypothesis. There are four-days spe-
cially noted asoceurring at regular intervals of
seven days, and this fact.alone might Jead us to
regard thetn as having somethmg peculiar abont
themn. ‘They are signalized, moreover, s the
days on which-the raven was sent out once, and
the dove three times. DBeing thus remarkable
In every way, both as seventh days and for their
events, we-conceive it to-be in the highest degree
probable that these were theregulariy recognized
seventh.days of each week, thatis, the sabbath
days.
But this being admitted, or assumed, all the
other days must fange in the weeks throughuut
the year, according tu their position in 1t rela-
tively to these four, and will stan thus ,—The
10th, 47th, and 2Ist were secund days of the
week , the 87th, 811th, 318ih, 325th, aud 332ad.
were seventh days ,the 197th was the filth day ,
and the 301st aud 417y were first days.

Now the appropriateness of hese days to
their sevetal veeuiences willy we think, furiber
tend to dlustrate and coulium the view we take
of them.  Thus lur example, the 40h was the
day on wlich Nuall eutered the ark, and the
47ih was that on wlach the fluwd began, and
buth of these were sceond days of the weck.
But sisce it had been ou the sceund duy of the
week ol cication that Gud  had divided the
waters which were uuder the firmament, from
the waters which were abuvethe the fiimatncot
50 when ke reversed Lus decree for a ime, aod the
winduws of heaven were opened, to poar down
upun the earth the waiers avuve the finmament,
ihe second day was most suitable, as ieminding
the world that e whio can wake by his word.
can unmahe by the same word, and that He
who had vriginally ordered all ings goud was
vow pleased, in judginent, fo updo his own work
for & season.  Su again the 271st day being
that on which tlie tops of the moantaius wefe
secn, was appropriately a second day, as remind-

ing Noah and his family tnat Gad wouid restore

all things as at the firs, and that the waters
wets being gathored once mure abuve the firma-.
ment, and stored there to drop fatness upon the
carth,

That the 87th day, heing the conclusion of
the forty days during winch 1t ceased not to rain
mght and day, shanld Le the seventh day, was
appropnate as denoung God’s resting from hi;
work of judgnent, and affording Noish and his
faimily opportunity for praising him for his sal-
vation to them ; while the days on which the
raven and the dove werp sent forth seeta- pecu-
harlv sunable as seventh days of holy worship,
when the 1habitants of the ark were seeking
to discover the mind of the Lord, and inquiring
of his providence to direet them in their going
forth. '

That the 361st day, being that on which the
ark was uncovered, and the 417th day being
that on which Noah entered once moro into pos-
session of the earth, should be first days of the
weck, sccms also appropriate, as denoting the.
commencement, as it were, of & new creation,
since the earth came forth from the flood bap-
tized-of the moral defilements that had-pravious-
if polluted it. Nor should it be forgotton
that, since theso were first.days, those preeed-
ing them, that is, the day before uncovering the
ark, andthe day before their quitting it, mnust
consequently have -been Sabbath days, and-so
havo been peculiarily ndapted to such remar-
kable ovcasions as preparing for the labors
of thein by their religious svlemnities.and de-
votions.

We thiuk, then, we may say, in cenclusion,
that, with respect to these days and incrdents in
the account of the floed, they greatly tend. to
the conviction that such an institution-as the
sabbaih had a priminive origin, they <learly and
artainly prove a division of time info weeks, and:
that ot usell alone s o strong presumption in
favor of such a conviction, and " ey afford
unmistakeable traces and iudications of that
Divine appointment which Moses declares was
made in Paradise itself.

1L In entering upon a review of the post-
diluvian perod, we are to extend<our researches
beyond the records of holy writ; and to seek in
prolane history such traces as we believe do
plainly indicate the origin of such an institutiop
as that of the sabbath. ~ Let 1t be borne in mind,
then, that the whole channel ot primitive history
and especially of the records of the sabbatical
mstitution, were by the deluge brought within
the confines of the ark, were limited to the
single family of Nouh, and tlience must have
descended. by the streams, originating in this
silent fountain of humanity, to the different
families, tribes or nations amongst whom wé
propose te trace thetn. We must briefly, staie
without attempting to discuss the matter here,
that mankind, having migrated from Mount

"Ararat,m Armenig, where Noah had come forih,

from the arle; where the ark itsell rested, a
monumental relic of God's Mercy. and justice ;.
and where the first altar had been erected. tp
his honor, followed the course of the Euphrates
antil they reached.the plain. of Shinar and there
perpetrated that great act of rebellious: pride,
the building of Babel, “to make them a .name,
lest they should be scattered abroad upon the
face ot the whole earth.”  To punish them for
such a daring act-of impiety and prde, God:
confounded their language, and all history con-
spites to assure us that the three families of
mankind wer, fron that tune, separated {from
one anuther, and have theoceforth continued to
disperse and spread themselves over the earth,
Japheth, the eldor son of Noah,appears to have
led the way in this dispersion, and to have been
drawn towards Armenia, the resting-place of
the ark, and the rocality of the primitive altar.
Lo the same diection, and probably with the
saine object in view, Shemn pursued” the same
route, and, pressing upon theé rear of Japheth,
compelled him to cross the Caucasus, and so to
enter Europe.  Shemn and his posterity settleil
around Mount Ararat,and to the westward and
castward of iy, in positions that'we have not
space here to explain, while Japleth, having
crussed the Cancasus, spread himself, according
to the words of prophecr, “ God shall-enlarge
Japheth,” far and wide over the larger -portion
of the globe. Ham and his posterity continued
still to occupy the seenc of man’s rebellion, until
they at length separated, and, betaking them-
selves to Canaan, descended into Egypt, and
thence dispersed themselves throughout the
torrid wilds of Africa. It is evident, then, that
we thus open up three distinct main channels of
tradition for any-Such fact as the primitive in-
stitution of the -éabbath beitg transmitted- o
futeie ages, and'it is in these nattiral channels
that we now propose to trace such indications of
1t as history may-afford.
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