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VICTORIA.

There has been a very fair demand from
the distributive trade for staple merchan-
dise. Buillding operations on an extensive
scale are looked for the coming season. A
fow movre weeksand then we will have in
all probability settled weather, and an in-
crease in the volume of trade will follow.
Business men say there is nothing now lo
fear from tho recent attempt to float al-
leged ** townsite” property, as there has
been nothing sold to speak of. Several of
those ~ho have been bitten are already
trying to unload. The situation at present
ig somewhat quict, but the future presents
Lright prospects for the whole Province.

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES,

16 is claimed that all over the State of
California the fruit crops are going to be
larger than last year, with the eaception
that certain varietics which have been
bearing heavily for a few years past, may
be somewhat scarcer than Jastscason ; but
generally the crop will be the largest ever
raised. All California fruit will be excep-
tionally cheap this year, and with cheap
sugar the imports will in all probability
exceed those of last year, Itisreported
that the frost has spoiled fully twe-thivds
of the Riverside crop, and fruit in this
damaged condition has been sold in San
Irrancisco at 60¢ per box for scedlings and
$1.30 for Navals, while frnit in perfect con-
dition is bringing $2.50 for Riverside seed-
lings and $L30 to $3.00 for Navals. Los
Angeles and San Diego have, it is said,
thus far escaped the frost, Oranges that
are whole sound fruit are somewhat
stifferin price. Sound Navals are bringing
about §5 a box, and Riverside scedlings
(150 to 170) §3.25, while damaged secdlings
are sellingas low as §2.00. There are some
Tahiti scedlings on the market which are
quoted at $2.50, Rhubarb is now in and
quoted at 11c.  Asparagus has dropped to
15c. There have been larze receipts of po-
tatoes from the American side recently,
and this market israther glutted—seling

from 815 upwards according to
quality. New potatoes are expected
from California shortly. Quotations

are :(—~Oranges—Riverside scedlings, $2.35
to §3.25 ; navels, $4.50 to 85 ; Los Angeles,

2; California lemons, $1 to $175; Sicily
lemons, $7; bananas, $3.75; silverskin
onions, 2¢ per lb.; cabbage, 2{c perlb.;
asparagus, lo¢ per Ib.; Oregon ycllow
danver, 1ic; apples, $1.62% to §2 per box;
potatoes, $15 to $20 per ton. Rhubarb, 1lc.

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS.

Oregon eggs are quoted at 19c. Califor-
nia roll butter is coming more freely into
the market, and best quality of funcy is
quoted at 29¢. Consignments will be light
for a steamer or two until the surplus
stock of creamery now in jobbers' hands
has been worked off. DdIanitoba dairy has
weakened.

Quotations are : astern creaniery, 28ic
per lb. for large and 20ic for small;
Manitoba creamery, 30c; dairy, 1Sc3
Edstern  Townships, first quality, 26c;
cheese is quoted at ldc and stifl. Meats
arc quoted: Hams, Idc per b, ; breakfast

kRicc Aenl “

bacon, lc; backs, 1dc; short roll,
Itic; long clear, le; pure kettle lard,
.>Olbu, 1de 3 pure steam do., 1¥¢; lard com-
pound, l0i@ille; lard tins, 123@ 138c.
Granulated sogar is quoted by jobbers at
d7c, and yellows at 4éc todze.

Cowan & Wilson, wholesale grocers,
have made arrangements with manufae-
turers in Cuba, and are now recelhving
fortnightly shipments of the finest brands
of Havana cigars, which arc selling from
50 per thousand upwards,

The Jocal jobbers are now carrying full
stacks of all the different kinds of jams
put up in glass jars by Okel & Morris at
the Victorin Preserving Factory, whichin.
clude apricot, peach, plum, pear, apricot
marmalade, cte. Quot -ions are 14 1b,
size, 83 per duzen ; 8 1. sz, $3 per doz.

Falconer's Victoria Vinegar Works’
goods ure now carried by the leading
wholesale grocers, comprising purc malt
vinegar, tomato catsup, Worcestershive
sauce, mushroom catsup, apple and quince
cider, lemon and vamlla extracts and fruit
syrups- of home manufacture,

FLOUR AND FEID.

The Hudson’s Bay Company have &ad-
vanced the price of their Fort Garry
Hungarian flour to $06 per barrel in sym-
pathy with the other brands of Manitoba
Hungarian flour. It has been stated by a
representative that the Manitoba millers
haveagreed not to cut, and that prices will
now be uniform. Some parties, however,
place little faith in this on account of the
vitter feeling that has hitherto existed
between the Ogilvie Milling Co. and the
Lake of the Woods Co.  Local trading is
light, and prices in the main are un.
changed.

The Columbia Flouring Mills quote:
For Enderby flour in carload lots,
Premier, £.50; XXX, $5.30; Strong
Bakers or XX., $5.00; Superfine, $1.00,
Quotations to the trade are -

Delta, Victoria mills.cecieeeeneees . 8350 @ 0 00
Lion, o BTN 55 @ 000
Premier, I‘ndcrb) mllla AR SRR N )
XXX., .555@000
XX., “ e e, DB @5 R0
Saperfine, * Y eee veeer e 125 @1 50
Ogilvio’s Hungarian...-voveevannnnss G 00 ¢ 000

“ Strong Bakers...... carens BB @o00
H. B. C. Fort Garry Hungavian .. 6 00 « 0 00
Benton County, Oregon........... . 600 ¢ 000
Snowflako . . .. ceeviierieeee. 620 @ 000
Portland Roller. .610@ 000
Royal........... .600@000
Oregon Sxmcrﬂm.. ..... 435« 000
Wheat, per ton..... e oevenisennnesS10 00 i 45 00
OalSieeneisieorncesone cosses os oo 32 50 @ 3500
Oilcake menl,... cievererninecse... 32 50 G¢ 35 00
Chopfeed.. ... veinivetiinianieeee 3OO 3500
Shorts.... ... ... ... ....."200®3000
Bran,. ceveecasscsnoence.. .eeese 26 00 @ 27 50

National Mills oatmenliccevenenee. 3506 000

o * rollecd oats.. vevees 3B et 000
“ * SpHLU PCASeees 00 350 @ 000
o *  pear! barley...... . 1506 000
California oatiual e oen.o.... 133@ om
California rolled oats .. o 3@ §00
Cornmenlieeeeeensinconns w 20@ 30
Cracked corn ... . . 1500 €@ 50 00
Hay. perton,.eee.. 18 00 2 20 00
Straw, perbalC,eeeeeeess 18 @ 000

RICE,
The Victoria Rice Mills quote swhole.

sale:

Japanrice, pertofececce.ceee. ..

ceeeeesaeSTT 50

China rice M eees csecener cseeeene « 5000
Rice flour Y eeees eecescacssicssan 000
Chit ricc ' reetcessevessersesanasss 25 00
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DRUGS AND CHEMICALS.

The spring trade is opening up nicely,
and all indications point to a fair season’s
business. Collections are reported fair,
In drugs, ergot continues to advance, and
a further advance is reported iuv inscct
powders, 'The American market for gum
shellac has not yet bean eflected, although
the reports from Calcutta indicate higher
prices. In olly, cruise and caysia continue
firm, and Lergamot is reported higher,
The price of eucalyptus has somewhat re.
ceded as supplies are coming forward, but
the article is still high., Lemon is in good

maud and advancing., Orange is also
nigher. ‘The reports about cod liver oil
are very conflicting, Opium—Tecent ad-
vices to New York are to the effect that
the coming crop will be a good one, al-
though thesowings were less than for the
previous year. The market is dull and
weak, Largesales have lately been made
in the cast at a slight decline. In roots—
Afrlean ginger is high and still advancing.
Orris is scarce and high, and sarsaparilla
is advancing, Chemicals—A sharp ad-
vance in citric acid Is advised. Tartaric is
flat. DBorax has an upward tendency:
Camphor, both English and foreign, are
lower. Cream of tartar continucs low.
Dextrine is much higher. Quinine has
made a slight advance. Mercurials have
declined. The demand for bluestone is
increasing, but the price is ruling lower
than for some time past,

LUMBER,

The Kathinka has finished loading for
Australia. ‘The cargo consists of 1,142,212
feet rough, 61,693 feet pickets, and 25,020
feet laths, \'alucd at $9,251, The W. I,
Taibot has also ccmpleted loading a cargo,
conbisting of 930,505 feet rough sud 19,846
feet T. & G. flooring, valucd at 810,272, for
Tienttsin. The cargo of the schiooner
Iteporter, from Chemainus to San Pedro,
consisted of 416,380 feet, composed of
stringers and railway ties, bridge and car
timbers, for the Southern Pacific Railway
Company. ‘There are no arrivals to note
since last week. Quotations are as fol-
lows for cargo lots for forcign shipment,
beingthe prices of the Pacific Pine Lumber
Association: Rough merchantable, ordi-
nary sizes, in lengths to 40 feet, inclusive,
29 per M fect ; rough deck plank, average
length 35 feet, 8194 dressed flooring, $17;
pickets, $9; laths, 4 feet, $2.

The arrangement entered into by the lo-
cal mills to establish a uniform scale of
prices has been broken by the action of a
concern which would not conform to the
rules of the organization. Prices are some-
what cut up, and dealers do not wish to
give quotations.

e s

The newly clected Council of the Van-
couver Board of Trade held fts first meet-
ing last Thursday night. Present: Mr. W,
¥, Salsbury, vice-president, in the chair;
Thomas Dunn, W. Skeene, W. Godfrey,
. Bell-Irving, J. C. McLagan, S. Oppen.
heimer, Mayor Cope, R. A. Anderson,
Walter Taylor, and A, H. B. Macgowau,
sceretary,  Resolutions were passed re,
garding the salmon industry for presenta.
tion to the Iisheries Commission, also re-.
ferring to the redistribution of seats for
the Hovse of Commonus.



