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A NOVEL IDEA.

The Health Department of Milwaukee
has hud a disinfecting service in operation
over three months. Its principal feature
is a large disinfecting chamber mounted
on wheels and resembling a  furniture
mover's van.  This chamber is lined with
iton, and between the lining and the
wooden covening of the chamber 1s a non-
conducting material. A small steam
launch boiler, using oil fuel, is placed in
onc corner of the van, and stewm radiating
prpes are extended from it over the walls
and floor of the chamber. The radiating
surface is sufficient to heat the interior of
the chamber to a temperature of 250 F,
When a case of contagious discase occurs,
the disinfecting van is driven to the house,
and carpets, clothing, furniture or any
other portable articles, which may have
been infected, are placed in the chamber
and kept hot sufficiently long toinsure the
killing of all germs. At the same time
the interior of the mfected rooms is fumi-
gated, and other sanitary precautions are
taken.  The apparatus is ineapensive,
and seems to accomplish its purpose much
better than the ordinary  dismfecting
station, to which articles are carned for
treatment,

THE LOWEST TENDER.

Among contractors and locat authorities
this question occupies the same position
as that of the weather with the general
public. It is always to the front, always
interesting, and always personal.  Most
contractors wax very wioth when their
tender is lowest and they aie for some
reason or other—the reason bemg mostly
of an mexpheable nature- passed over.
It has been left for the \Whitechapel
authontics to suggest the latest remedy in
order to avowd offence. T'he proposition
s m the first place 10 ascertam  the
persons witling to tender, and then to
weed out obiectionable names by not
supplying the spectfication of wark 10
be done. It secems to us that such a
scheme s practically  unwarkable, that
offence would be wiven by withholding
speaifications Just as offence miay now be
Liven by passing over the lowest tender.
Besides, although many 4 person might
be willing 10 tender in the abstract, he
might not be so willing to tender on see-
myg the speciticiion. Often and ofien a
specitication  details reguircments which
are subjected to patent rnights, and the
manufacture of app tratus that s also so
subject or 15 a speaality of a particular
tirm 5 hence the tender of the controlling
thm 15 the only one hikely to Le accepted,
and other firms save the trouble and ev-
pense of preparmy, a tender.  Of course
there are scores of cases where the work
required is perfectly open to cvery tiades-

wman  pursuing  that industy, and  the
pumts we have menuoned would there-
fore not count, but it is always wise to
~cc the exceptions possible before laying
down a hmd and fast rule.  Although
there are numerous difficultics to be met
m free and opening tendering, we are
pretty well convinced that the system is
the best for all pubhe bodies to adopt.
Contractors are, after all, but human, and
Lave o allow for e cwcentadtics of
*ome strange decisions as to lowest or
other tender. Thus Messrs. Jones and
Fitsmaurice, of Birmingham, have bLeen
asking the Leamington Town Council
why their tender was passed in favour of

1)_[ UNICIPAL LENGINEEILS, CONTRACTORS, AND MATERIALS.

another £70 higher. Dunng the discus.
sion onc of the counuitlors remarked that
it would be more respectable,’ when it was
not intended to accept the lowest tender,
it was from’ an outsider, if the following
were put at the bottom of the advertise-
ment: “ The tender of no stranger will
be entertained.”-- Contract Journal.

Established 1841.

THOROLD GEMENT

1S RECOMMENDED BY

ENGINEERS
ARCHITECTS
CONTRAGTORS
BUILDERS

ON ACCOUNT OF ITS EXCELLENT
QUALITIES AND CHEAPNESS, BESIDES
BEING IN EVERY RESPECT EQUAL TO
THE IMPORTED ARTICLE.

MANCPACTURKD By

ESTATE OF JOHN BATTLE,

Thorold, Ontarlo.

ALAN MACDOUGALL,

CIVIL AND SANITARY ENGINEER,
32 ADKLAIDE STRERT 1Ast,
. JORONTO.

R. E. . BUGKNER,

a2 Adelalde St. East, - TORONTO,

PATENT CAST IRON GULLIES,
Vintied Clay Sewers  Dust Bins - Sewer Pipe
Cements - Steam Road Rollers - Stone
Breakers Streut Reaprers
Hor<e Brushes, ete.

ISAAC USHER & SON,
. THOROLD, ONT.

Manufacturer of

QUEENSTON CEMENT

Proved 0y Government dests o0 o L best Cana
dian nateral cement  Wrate for praces, &

St. George’s Patent Seetional

VIIREED GLAY SEMR

—_— AND) ——

CAST IRON STREET GULLEY.

Osrer 000 Lutleys are now 1 vse i the fullowng
towns: Moatreal, ‘T'orunto, Onawa, Quelxe, St Cune-
noade, St. Hennn, Peterbore, (wen Sound, Sarnia,
Cote dt. Antaine.
the brick gulleys.

A aving of $22 on each gulley vver

" ot - -
LEWIS &
Englucer and Contractor,

New York Life Bullding, - MONTRBAL
AGENT.

_ DEBENTURES WANTED.

ipaliti .iuuinrl Sel , 00 matter fus what
purpose, will find a ready purchacer Ly applying to
. A. STIMSON, 0 Toronto 8treet, Toronto,
N.1L.—Money to loan at lonest rates on first mortgage.

GOWER & (0.

26 + St. James St., MONTREAL.

ITITY

Rivetted Girders,
Iron and Stesl Rolled Beams,

Columns and Stanchions,

Roofs and Trusses.

HYATT'S FILTERS,

CROWN,
EMPIRE

2% HATER METERS

Cast Iron Pipes and Specials,
VALVES, HYDRANTS,
SEWEER PIPES, T,

ASPHALT PAYING

We e prepared 10 do tintuass wotk on
WALKS, FLOORS, CELLAR BOPTOMS,
&c.. with ROCK ASPHALL, which is conceded
10 be the best for this class of work

H. WILLIAMS & CO.,

Ruoofera and Paclors,

4 Adelalde Street East, - TORONTO.

Mumupal officers. contractors .ind uthers are
requested 10 mention the CONTRAC Y Rrtarb 1n
correspondence with advertisers,

PIXACT IMIOKTERS AN
DRALKRS IN

SCOTCR FIRE CLAY-
BRICK,

PIPES,

Double Strength forrasle
way wulverts, et
Sewer Bottown oy Invert Hlocks, (enent,

Note.—Onty pure SCOTCH unglared Fue Clay
Tmmgs will Ve hept mn stoce ; avy other quality is
worthless for reasting heat  Cotrespondence wasited.
Quotations promy tly fummished

Offica: 31 Wellington St., Montreal.

Drummond MeCall Pipe Foundry Gompany,

MONTREAL

MANUE AL TURERS OF

CAST |RON WATER AND (3AS PIPES

WoRrKs : LACHINE, QUi

PRICLS ON APPLICATION,

HAMILTON and TORONTO

SEWER PIPE CO.

= ronr <

 SEWERS,

CULVERTS,

AND

WATER PIPES,

[INVERTS
ForBr_ick_ waers

W orite for Disieunts,

HEAD OFNICE AND FacTory, HAMILTON. CANADA,

Eureka GONCRETE SIDEWALKS

FOR CELLARS, FLOORS., STABLES, ETC.

A. GARDNER & €O., -

RooM D, YONGE STREET ARCADE, TORONTO,

TELEPHONE 2147,

Canadian Bridge & Iron Co.

MONTREAL,

Arduiequral Lionwork a4 Speaalty.

Pleased to furmish esumates.

THE J._C._EDWARDS

Yitrified Terra Metallic Paving Brick

StTanLg, Coact HousEe, BOILER HOUSE, BREWLRY FI1OURS AND YARDS
Also all places of heavy and hght waflic, "

The only Genume Vitritied Brick.

The Sest in the
wotld for

Sldewalks & Street Grossings

FRONT-PROOF, WATER-I'ROO#, TIME-IPROOF

JOBN 3. CUTHBERTSON

AGENT FOR CANADA,

Room 64, Temple Building, Montreql.

PRICES ON APPLICATION.



