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WHAT TRUTH SAYS

Tho announcement that tho governors of
McGill Univorsity bave decided to present
the University of Toronto witha collection
of spocimons for hermuseun will bo rocoived
with thankfulueas by every '~ nd of thoun-
fortunate institution, Thr ;ift will bo ex-
coedingly valuable, and will consist isrgely
of geological specimens, in which McGill's
museum is particularly rich. Thero will be
specimons from tho carliest gevlogical periods
all tho way down to the modernage. Bany
of theso have boen collected by Sir Wm.
Dawson himself, whom Canadianaare proud
to know is recognized, the world over, as
an authority upon this stony subject. Beo-
sido tho geological and fossil remains which
reprosent overy stage in the world’s upward
movenient, there will bo a number o speci-
m¢éns from tho lato Dr. Carpenter’s collection
of mollnscs, said to bo unrivalled in America
in its extent, arrangement, arid richness in
variotal forms; also o special collection will
bo added ofsca stars, sen urchins, crinoids, and
sea slags. Tho cutiredonation, itisoxpected,
willnamber soveral thousandspecimens. This
valuable present at a timo so (pportunc can-
not fail to strengthen the cordial feclings
now cxisting between tho two instituiions.

Bat besides its intrinsic worth it is of value
o3 serving to show that tho authoritics of
that old and successful institution are
above nllowing any potty jealousy to influ-
enco their action. Having it in their power

to aid the canso of education elsowhero they ~

did not permit the consideration of fature
competition ta check their gencrous resolve.
Certainly this isonlyas it should bo ; never-
theless it is refreshing in these days to find
the *i8” harmonizing with tho “‘ought.”

dustrial schools, (4) The prepricty of the
Govornmeat assuming lnarger control of
county jnils. (5) Industrial smployment of
prironcrs. (0} Indeterminate sentences. (7)
Tho best method of dealing with tranps and
drunkards. At Kingston the other day five
goolers and two sheriffs Were asked to give
their opinion touching tho qucstions propos-
ed by tho Commission. With remarkable
unanimity they pronounced in favor of
county poor houses, classification of prison-
crs, governmeutal control of prisons, and
industrinl schools for the training of Lad
boys or tho boys of bad parents, Concern-
ing tho cmployment of prisoners, the
best mothod of dealing with tramps and
habitual drunkards, considerable diver-
sity of view prevailed. Mr. Appleby, Bel-
leville, recommenda that prisoncrs under
certain conditions should be made to work
on the streets. For the habitual drunkard
bo would have an asylum provided. In ox-
treme cases ho would have prisoners locked
up for an iudefinite period. Sheriff Hopo
would punish prisoncrs brought up a-sccond
time for being drunk by giving them a long
‘sentence, togother with hard work. Gaoler
Carter, Kingston, would adroinister tho lash
to a married man who went to goal the third
timo for being drunk. Tho carelessncss of par-
cats in allowing their children to run upon
the strcots was condomned os a prolifie
source of crimo. A significant statement
was mado concerning tho boys who appear-
¢d ascriminals in tho institutions over which
tho witnesses had charge. Gaoler Apploby
testified that raost of tho bLoys passing
through his goal had heen brought to Cana-
da from the Old Country. A similar remark
was wado by Goaler Patterson, of Picton.
This view is also entertained by Mra. Eliza.

For her goncrous gift thousands of Ontario’s  beth Bradley, of Birmingham, who gave ovi-
citizens will wish McGill ever-increasing denco beforo tho Commission in Hamilton
success, and will hopo that the only rivalry tho otuer doy. Mra. Bradloy attribates the

that will over exist botween the sister in-
institutionk will bethat healthy competition
in which each will strivo to excel in thor-
oughly farnishing the young men and young
womcn of our young Dominion with an edu-
cation that will better qualify them toser ve
their country and their race.

Jt may bo presumed that the Toronto
Vocal Sweiety i3 quits cqual to the tzak of
of setthing theur Listlo troublo without the aid
of outzidoe help ; novortheluss the gpetaclo
of men, whose melodious voices havo been
wont to dehight and entertain their follow
citizens, bandying words with cach other
that cut and sting and burn is highly sog-
gestive. It tends to call up what the
proachers have been dmming in our care,
“Doth tho fountain scnd forth from the
samo opening sweet water and bitter ! and
thatotharsaying of profound wisdom, **Every
kingdom dividod against itsclf is brought to
desolation yand every city or bonse divided
against itsclf shall not stand.” A littlo re-
floctionnpon this latter truth might have o
wholotoma efoct in tending to settls the
present unscemly quarrol,

The Priton Commission appointed by
tho Oatario Uovernment last session havo
antered upon thar work.  This, as will
bo remombdered, is to examinoe tho best
jcoal syatems in  other countries, and
to ingrire snto and report upon the follo—
ing, viz.; (1) tho causo of crime, such as
drink, over-crowding. immoral litermturo,
Sabbath breaking, truants irom school, ete.
(2) Tho tat moans of rescuing deatstuto
childrep from & cnmina, career (8¢ The
beat moans of pro wling and conducting in
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wave o} immorality whith is sweeping over
tho United States and Canada Iargely to the
immigration of boya and girls with thesecds
of phyeical and noral disease inborn in them.
Now, though it would be manifestly
unjust to chorge all the cnme com.
mitted in our midst and by youthful
crimirals to theso imported waus, whoin
many cascd are taken from thoe scum of Lon-
don socicty, it will not bo questioned by
thosc who aro familiar with the fact ani
Inws of heredity that there 18 much truth in
thocontention that 3t 18 next to impossiblo
to make good and worthy citizens out of
such materal. Thia bnnging in of yuuths
of wvicious tendencics and practices and
scattering them abroad through the country,
in many instances to provo a moral pest, ta
onc that is attended *ath serious diffienltics.
Calling themselves Christians Crnadians do
not wish to clesv t.cir doors zgainst these
helpless little oncs, whose tendency to vico
i moro their misfortune than their fanlt.
At tho same time a prudent regard for the
best interests of the community sc:ms to
forbid tho practice. Perhaps when thecom

mission shall have finished ita labors suffici-
ent light will have been sccured to cnable
our calors to act more tntelligently s this am-

portant mattor

Two weeks ago on article appearcd in
Twrens columns from the pen of Meney
Lye. Esq., on, “The Flax In‘aatry in
Canada " In hispaper Nr Lyosas:-

'For scveral yoars pass offorts ha ¢t basn
mado to dovelop flax-growmg in Ma qtaba,
and the reporss of the Tfepartment of Sgrical:
tare ip that provunes ez tain yoarly
to the crop.  Thero appears ot presentio be-

ATOROY

a desire to not anly grow flax there butto
manufacturo it into binding twines, with the
praiseworthy ohjoct of pruducing at home
an articlo ao largely used by the fariaers of
our North West, It is woll to remembor,

Jhowover, that thore arc limitationr of soil

and climate which affect tho staple. Some
samples from Manitoba are pronounced, wo
aro told, too short in struw or fibro to be
suited for such moanufacturing purposes.”

Now, cither Mr. Lyc has been misia-
formed touching the possibilitics of Manitoba
and tho culture of flax, or thonow Anglo.
Canodian Flax Company is doomed to dis.
appointment. This company, it issaid, pro.
poso to cucourage the growth of flax in
Canada by establishing working centres of in-
dustry in various partsof the Dominjon suit-
ableforitscultivation, Winnipegistobemado
thechief centre of operation, around which
numerous working centres, each containing
aboutfive hundred acres will be established,
where flax will be grown by the farmers, who
after taking off the secd will deliver the straw
at the company's works to bo steeped and
broken. In thisstats it will bo hauted back
to the grower under contrret to return the
fibro derived therefrom when properly treat-
ed. The Company cstimato that s capital
of £1,600 will be sufficient for starting and
working each centre, and “hat & clear profit
of £1,000 can bo realized from each, annual-
ly, if treatedin tho way suggested, and as
flox is in grent demand in Canzda for bind-
ing twino and other purposes, it ic thought
that five htuidred centres will be required to
meet the demand of the homo market, tosay
nothing of the large quaititics which they
expect to export to England. I+ is to bo

hoped that theso expeetations may be fally

rcalized and that soon the culture of flax
will e oz0 of the distinguishing industries
of our rapidly developing Dominion.

Shall the decision of Juue 5th be revoked ?
i3 o question which, it may be presumed is
beingasked by a full ecor¢ of those who on
the ovening of that cventiul lay found them.
sclves among the chosen rep: ssentatives of
the people. From twenty coustituencics
<omo charges of frand, bribery, corruption,
mtimdation, illegal treating, &c. Twenty
petitions are now filcd against asmany mem-
bers-clect of the Oatario legislature. In
glancing over the hst, which 18 unusually
large, ono is not surprised to find Linco'n
among the transgressors, A constituency
*hat canld rendane the actions of Hen J,
€ Rykert, the notarious trafficker in parlia-
mentary influence, might be expected to
show ap when things discreditable. corrupt
and r.andalous Are taking place But Haldj-
mami 18 not amnong the number. Have the
clectra of that clecunn cursed constituency

learned wisdom by costly and troublesomo
experienee, or was it the salutory influcnoa-

of our respected townsman that enablesthat.
constitueney to hold upits head and stand’
among the innocent anes av this timo of
trial? The spectacle presented by ‘thes
numerous petitions is not particularly.cs
able to us ay a province, and docs Yo
much for ovr political morality. Thatitis
an ovidence of increasing.corraptionrand
fraud docs not necessarily “follow, Dowever,
secing that o quickeniog-of - tha- phlitisal

consaience would -bo-sure.td ahow itp{s!‘f‘ii;h; e
tmis way, compelhiagiths honcst cltizen, who, ¢
18 withal 6 Jover bl iy Gounicy, tn ridst g2

+oice th.coTnCad p‘m(m’%ﬁ:ﬂ‘f .
corruption which-altack he:
fros and popular Sovarnphut i
oxeny cherishod dastiiio o g
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and that partizan chargrin is not responsiblo
for the wholo?

The Minucsota Farmer's Alliauce and the
United Labor Party are not satisficd with
tho munner in which the presont political
partiesare managing the affairs of their coun-
try. Convinced thut their i2aders caro leas
for their constitucnts than they do for the
success of their party, theso sons of wil havo
given tho old partics notice to quit. At a
largely attended joint couvention held in
St. Paul last weok, it was decided to placo
o State tickot in tha ficld and take indopend.
ent political nction. A platforn wasadopt-
ed which demands that tho “‘war tarifi” bo
radically revised ; denounces the McKinley
Bill as “the crowning iufamy of protection” 1
demands government control of railways,
that discrimination may ceaso, reasonablo
rates be established, yatered stock not re-
ceivo tho reward of honest capital, and
proling of rates bo abselutely prunibited.
For producers it demands freo and open
markets for grain and proper facilities for
transportation, ete. It holds that mortgage
indobtedness should be deducted from tho
tax on realty ; demaudslower interest ;an
increase in tho volume of money and
frco coinage of silver ; asks for the .
Australian  ballot system ; holds thnt

United States senators and  ruilway
commissioners should bo elected by ballot,

and finally considers that recent Sivyeme

Court decisions are fraught with danger to

our form of Government.—There can bo no

question as to the justice and desirableness

of many of these demands. The present

tanff, passed with a view of wiping ont the

cnormous indebtedness created during tho

Civil War, is found to take out of the

pockets of the people many million dollars

more than the Government can uso for pay-

ing off maturing indcbtednesscs, so that o 3
constantly increasiog surplus is gathering at ]
Washington which puzzles the honcst re..%™w
presentatives  to  know  what to fo- T A
with it, whilo to the unscrupulous poliv - -
tican it offers & powerful ‘tomptation -
to apply 1t in wnys that will benefif *.
his party, wi;hg,ﬂrt’i w téjtlia-ﬁgﬁwi’\* o :
ousncas .of tho o)xm\\j\,%fﬂoht “'V{;n"}'wl'lti{ S
aiple of justics, ¥ X-ngmm,_%~ "
androvisionin Q{\g-m'n.vfnh Fou. ‘\‘;‘?“"
as the Mr. McKithohomesioed; my

wox the burdes Hieoththeoats . "
brbery, intimidsndrlibEte tho
nover. be gu{-dowigbngﬁ‘fg uz‘:‘lé,rb. GRS
Sy datodueed,nd HoEy oS llors i
‘hongetaxpreaic ‘ Seatod; Myt
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