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that something of tlîis sort took place with tho ' wvater-suckcr,' aud sup-
pose that no shephoerd wec at hand te repair or replace it, what should
thon ho done aftcr the villagcrs liad corne to depend upon it M" A lady
niember of the station to, whom this %vas reported aptly observcd that this
vas a ivise word. " Father 1-lunt"' once iinported a force pump into,
IPeking to be used in the dccp wells there, but the fine sand at great dupth
clogged the valves so that they 'uld xiot work, and it vas iieccssary to,
pull the pump up again ! Iu v.±cw of these varions considerations, is it
surprising that the sornewhiat discouraged shieplierds gave up the plan of
interfcring with Oriental industries, or that the obligation to, the village
'was finally acknowledged by the payznent of a sumi of money which tliey
used (theoretically) for the repair of a rarnpart about the village, but which
really wont nob.>¶y knows wliero or te iom. The Roman Catholies
have introduced tù;> art of repairing watches among their couverts, and it
has proved'a means of support for a multitude of persons in China ; but
the nuinber of possible industries of this sort appears to be small. Electro,
silver-plating lias also been introduced to sorne extent, and may have been
a partial succcss, but it ccrtainly opens an avenue to fraud wvhich the
average conscience of the Chîneso is unable to, resist. The plaiting of
straw braid bias heen a DOew and valuahie idustry in many parts of North-
erm China, but this lias been greatly intorfered with by the inevîtable ton-
dency te adulteration of good straw with bad, and to short weights; and
short measures. No experinients of Vhs sort are successful unless they
romain successful.

Manual labor sehools in a country with se complex a civilization as
China meet with difficulties of peculiar ohstinacy, but by long trial theso
can ne douht be overcome. There is space te, speak but briefiy of another
aspect of this polyhedral subjet-the function of charities in dealing with
Oriental civilizations. MWe in the West have but just co;ne to the con-
seiousness that we know very little about this inatter, and tht inost of 'what
«wo have hitherto supposcd ourselves te know is erroneous. Famine relief
in India, with its relatively altruistie Anglo-Saxon Government, is one
thing. A similar relief in China, with its patriarchal mule, where the em-
phasis is pincipally laid upon the patriameh himself, is quite another thing.
Wiseily conducted, famine relief bas oftien been the mneans of presenting
Christianity te the Clîinese in a vemy favorable aspect, and was, under
God, the golden key te unlock liard liearts long and obstinately closed te
the true lilit ; but we cannot for a moment di<-ýguise it from ourselves,
that such relief, viewed as a sociological force, eithem as a cure or as a
pmovcntive, is wholly out of the field. WC can nover rolieve a millionth
part of tlie distress which ive sec, and wo are wholly poworless te de ar.y-
thing which oven remotely tends to prevont the rocurro'nce of the miseries
which are se fmequently te, be met in Chiua. In t'he autuman of 1893 a
conféence of the missionary societies working in the. Province of Shantung
was held in the city of Cli'ing Chiou Fu, at which twe, papers wore read on

[February


