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hero to million: of the people. The assassin who struck down Minis-
ter Mori on Fcbruary 11, 1889, though his avowed reason was petty,
and was shown at once to be without foundation in fact, was honored
with ostentatious funerals, and poems in’ the newspapers. And this
would-be murderer of Okuma, too, earned the plaudits of the unthink-
ing of his fellow-countrymen. The act sent no thrill of horror or of
indignation through the land. In talking with the people, admiration
of the coolness and skill of the assassin was heard more often than
indignation at the deed.

The Cabinet Crisis—Almost immediately, to the astonishment of
foreigners, Count Ito resignec, and his example was followed by the
whole ministry, excepting Okuma, who was too ill to be informed.
‘What the Soshi failed to accomplish, Ito finished in a day, and he
chose the time when Okuma was lingering between life and death.
Ito and Inoue are the most powerful statesmen in Japan. They have
conirolled the destinies of the empire for years. They have been the
advocates of every progressive movement. Inoue staked his political
career upon the success of his revision of the treaties. Ito was the anthor
of the revised new Constitution. No doubt they wers not over friendly
to Count Okuma. Xuroda had made a combination cabinet, in-
cluding men of different opinions. Inoue had dissented from that
policy, but had consented to remain for a while. He and Ito carried
out their plans and withdrew just at the moment when such action
would complete the work of the bomb. A confused political erisis
ensued that is hardly ended yet. Kuroda resigned, and his combina-
tion policy ended. Ito and Inoue withdrew finally, and are watching
affairs from a safe distance. 'When Okuma recovered he foun-i him-
self without Kuroda’s 2id, and obliged to vesign. The new cabinet
is constructed in the hope that it may last until the Dist meets next
autumn.

Th: Situation.—The new treaties are dead. Accepted by the
whole ministry before they were negotiated, accepted by the senti-
ment of the nation for months after they were negotiated, conferring
great benefits upon Japan in the restoration of complete sovereignty
and the revision of the tariff, they are slain by the Soshi, the would-
be assassin of Okuma, and the resignation of Ito. No statesman would
dare attempt their ratification. Neither his position nor his life would
be worth a week’s purchase. Japan is back in the old position by her
own act. And yet not in the old position. Surely no minister of the
‘United States will invite a repetition of thir experience. The United
States are laughed at for simplicity, while England is applauded for
clear-sighted perception. Men are saying: “We told you so: England
is too wise to trust ber interests to Japan.” Then, too, the old situ-
ation was morally unjustifiable on our side. Inoue was all reason-
ableness, and the refusal to conclude the treaties was a grevious




