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Martha’s Home at Berlin, with infant and elementary school attached;
the Martha’s home at Dusseldorf, with infant school; the Iome:for
Prisoners, and the Asylum at Brandenburg; the Convalescent Home
for Deaconcsses and Children at Wallbaum, are all owned by
the same society and managed and served by these Sisters. Outside
of Germany, there is the Talitha-cumi Hospital and School at Jerusa-
lem; the School and Orphanage at Smyrna; the Hospital at Alexan-
dria in Egypt; the Orphanage and Boarding-school at Beyroot, in
Syria; a Boarding-school in Florence; and minor stations in almost all
lands. The Deaconess work of modern times was begun at Kaisers-
werth, It has increased marvellously. In 1880 there were fifty-three
Central Deaconess institutions, with more than forty-eight hundred
Deaconesses working in more than fifteen hundred different places.
They were like angels on German battle fields. They nurse, and they
preach; they bind wounds, and tell “the old, old, story.” For both
offices they are trained. No vows are taken. At the consecration to
the office, the new Deaconess premises to be true to her calling, und
to live in the fear of God and according to Ilis holy Word. They
nurse over 50,000 patients annually, and censequently preach Christ
to at least the same number. Theyare the most persuasive preachers,
for their message goes to hearts already opened by gratitude. They
can lcave when they choose, to go to their friends, to marry, to do
what they will. Few choose to return to society. Those who wish
to become Sisters pass through a course of preparation extending over
five years, under the direction of those with whom they are later to be
associated. They can be sent anywhere, but may decline any service.
None do decline. They realize that their place is in the midst of the
world’s suffering, and they covet -the hardest posts, like soldiers in
battle.

The rooms for the Deaconesses are plain, but comfortable. One into which
we were shown was decorated with flowers for a Sister who was, in a few hours,
expected home from work in a foreign land. She was worn out and sick, and
was coming home to rest; and it was a place as sweet and inviting for one
weary with anxiety and labor as the most exacting could desire. Ths: Sisters
receive no pay for anything they do. Their only reward is the conscious-
ness of serving Christ and humanity. They are cared for while they live,
and buried when they die; God takes care of the rest. Some belong to the
nobility, some to the middle classes, some to the poor, and all to the Kingdom
of God.

This Deaconess institution has started others like it in different
parts of the world, and thus its work is both direct and indirect. In
England and the United States similar Sisterhoods are already in
operation, and the sphere of woman’s work in the amelioration of
buman ills is without discernible limit. The seed sown by TPastor
Flieduer has grown beyond his most sanguine dreams. Incidentally
lie came in contact with Florence Nightiugale and Agnes Jones. The



