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I. THE position occupied by France during the last thiree cen-
turies in the rcligious wyorld. is one8 of pecnliar interest. France Vil,
before the IReformation, the stronghold of the Papacy, ""the eldest
daugliter of the Churcli." It -was here that the movemient of t1je
Crusades originated ; Ixere, t iso, that the monkish orders, for the nîost
part, N''ere create& and liad their greater success. From this fair lajnd
the EIoiy Sec drew the hîrger part of its revenue. It is no lyonder,
thierefore, that wlhen fixe "11lxeresy " broke out, the Chiurch lut forti,
lier inost strenuous efforts to retain France iu lier obedienc. She
spared nothing in the endeavor, and she succeeded, by the etes
and cruelty of akpopc's niece, Catharine de Medicis, and of lier wvretched
sons. But suie succeeded only in a measure. Protcstantismn ias van.
quishcd, but not destroyed, as it wvas in Spai, Italy anxd FIander,,.
It remained as a tliorn in the flesh of kings and -popes ; it renuiaied a
a leaven, iwhichl silently bût surely ivorked the ivlhole nation into a
ixew spirit; it reniained as a check upon -the clergy, whicli neyer ivas
able to recover its former power in this country, and lias ever been
obliged to watch over «its owvn members, the ignorance aid immorlity
of whorn ivere proverbial before the iRefoirmation.

The action of Protestantism lias been more direct stili. In tlic
bosom of the iRoman Catholic Churchi movemnents have been produceed
-%vlich owcd thieir origin to fixe influence of tIxe gospel. Suc mIn as
Pascal, Arn~aud and Fénélon could not have arisen in a land wholly
given Up to popishi mie. Unconsciously to themselves, the Jansenlîts
iverc the timid, but true, success<rs of tixe IReformers. Pascal wrote
his Pensées and lus Provinciales by flic liglit* IvIichlic heugueulot
martyrs lîad kindled.

A-nother result of the Frencli Jieformation -tvas ftxe lievolution of
1789. Thiat great event miglit be defined : tihe frait of Protestantl
.sced fallen in Papist soiu. Tixere was in it a strauige association of the
spirit of liberty with ftxe spirit of fanaticism, as if Loyola axxd Voltaire
had combined in the effort. Jacobinism is tixe name iwhich, listory has
giveru to that monstrous combination. But ail tixat was good iii thlat
glorious and dranatie movement can be traced back to the gosp)cl
influence. *The father of the IRevolution, Jean Jacques Rousseau, wYhose
writings did more than any o tîers to rpae and inspire it, w~a Prot.
estant. The maxi wlho began to sound the alarm, and ivas the first to
set his timid hand against ftic old edifice, Nccker, was also a Prot.
estant.* Alas ! that Protestanisux shiould have been so i'wealy repre-

* Reo %ças eC Frotestant alsoz, the mian whoso very namo recalls tho Rceign of Terror,and
vrho seexned te have been bora for tba.î day of bjççodIiçd ;ind rovetigc-ilart. Sucli arc
&bc lessons of history 1 I


