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same time a leader ought, of course, to think
of his follovers, and of the interests com-
mitted to their charge. But the fact is that
the support of the Roman Catholics was
already lost to the Liberals. The only thing
that attracted thei to the party of progress
was the necessity of obtaining aid for the
removal of their disabilities. The disabilities
being removed, the Roman Catholics take
their natural place in the party of reaction.
They now vote Tory in England ; in Ireland
all party relations are deranged by Home
Rule, but the tendency of the Irish priest-
hood is so far Tory that the Protestants of
the North of Ireland are beginning to lean
to the Liberal side.

It may seem paradoxical to say that the
day of the greatest Carlist success was to
Carlism the day of doom. Yet it was so, for
it most distinctly proved, by the absence of
any sympathetic movement in the rest of
Spain, that Carlismni was nerely a local insur-
rection, fed by the partizans of Reaction in
other countries. Northern Spain has always
been a peculiar district: it was the last to
succumb to the Moors, it was the first to
escape from their domination. Its Legi-
timism is at least as much antagonism to
Madrid as a belief in the Divine Right of
Kings. The end appears to be coming and
in the usual way, with desertions, dissen-
sions in the Carlist camp, mutual recrimi-
nations, and refusals of the insurgents in one
province to march to the assistance of those
in another. Serrano will soon be master
of the destinies of Spain. What he will do
is *a question which we cannot pretend to
answer, without a more accurate account of
his character, and the influences by which he
is surrounded, than bas yet fallen iri our way.
But if he bas any ambition, or is swayed by
any one who has, he is not unlikely to con-
clude that amidst the conflicting claims of
Pretenders, and between the violent Legi-
timism of Asturias, and the equally violent

Republicanism of Andalusia, the best and
safest course is-Marshal Serrano.

Some doubt seems still to hang over the
authenticity of the letter of sympathy which
the Czar is said to have sent to Don Carlos
at a moment so unluckily chosen that what
was intended as a compliment might almost
seem a mockery. But there is no doubt that
the sympathy exists, whether it was formally
expressed or not. As devout sons respec-
tively of the Greek and Roman Churches,
the Czar and Don Carlos profess each to
consider the other out of the pale of salva-
tion as a heretic on the subject of a mystic
article in the Creed ; but theological Ortho-
doxy in Europe is fast giving way to more
substantial considerations. The Czar's at-
titude with regard to Spain has a significance
beyond that which attaches to it as a mark
of sympathy with Don Carlos, or even with
the cause of Reaction in general. It indi-
cates jealousy of Germany, anger at thecourse
which things are taking in Europe, and a
tendency to interference in European affairs.
When the master of an enormous army, who
is also sure of the French alliance, betrays
such a temper, stormis are near. Europe
sleeps in apparent peace, but with lier hand
on her sword, and the unquiet movements
which pass over lier frame show that she
dreams of war.

In France, the result of the local elections
under the new law is the subject of dispute
between the parties. The better opinion
seems to be that it is slightly unfavourable
to the Republicans, favourable to the Im-
perialists, and very unfavourable to the
Monarchists. In local elections, merely
local objects are sure to have great weight,
and the wealthier classes, to whon local
influence belongs, are generally opposed to
the Republic. In the elections to the Na-
tional Assembly the Republicans hold their
ground ; and the steadiness of purpose
shown by the constituencies, in defiance
of all the influence of the Govemment and
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