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gible, and -practical method of singing at sight; that Mr. Ourweu of
Plaistow, had visited Scotiand on the invitation of the Committee,
and given lectures ini Edinburtyli and Glasgow on the Tonic sol fa
system, wvith ivliieh bis naîne is associated; thiat not less than 10,000
copies of publications, illustrative of bis method of teachinS, had
within a fèw ionths been circulated in Scothrnd ; that numerous
lectures had also been delivered in different parts of the country;
that the Committee had at present nine lecturers, and that an
addition of other twerLty, -which they expected next year, would give
a powerful impetus to the inovement throughout the entire denoinin-
ation.

An ovcrture was now read from the Prcsbytery of Glasgow request-
ing, that the Synod shouid devise and employ such means as may be
fittcd to sLrengthen the hands of the Committee on Psaimody wvith a
view to impress the Church at large with the importance of cultivating
sacred vocal music, so as best to empioy it in the worship of God :
and, especiaiiy, to consider whether, in addition to those means aiready
employed by the Comrnittee on Psalmody, they might not be author-
ised to obtain subscriptions from liberal members of the Church dis-
posed to aid them hin their plans, in order to the empioyment for a
season of thoroughly qualificd teachers of music, -who migit, visit
different districts of the Church, and in conjunction with Precentors
and others whose aid might be requireci, should preside at week-day
musical practîsings of congregations under the direction of sessions.
0f ail these proposais the Synod cxpressed their approbation, and they
thanked. the Committee, and especiaiiy the convener, the Rev. Mr.
Thomson, for their services.

One thing foilows another in some thing- lilke natural order, and
when improvements are precipitated they sometimes iead to extremes,
or even to abuses. These wise and necessary changes scem to have
been cautiousiy adopted, and their expcdiency duiy wveighed; yet they
seern to have suggested, an innovation of questionable propriety, and
for which, at ail events, the Chiurcli was not prepared. We do flot
know that there was any direct connection between the extension of
the Psaimody, with the measures now employed for improving the
practice of sacred vocal music, anýd the question of empioying Organs
iii the praise of God. But from the variety of metre presented in he
llymn Book,, and the steps for iniproving vocal music w'hich fol.lowed
it can easily be supposed that thc idea of musical instruments being
used in public worship) miglit be suggested as giving facility for im-
proved singing, and addincg a charm to the hutman voice ini conducting
the praise of God. And it did happen that whiist these movements
Nwcre proceeding, this organi question wvas brought. forward. It is, i.-
deed, to be regrretted that vocal music is not cultivated, more than it is.
Some profess to have no car for music, and no voice for singing. But
in most cases, wcre music carly and diligentiy cultivated, these sup-
l)osed obstructions would be overcome. ZDAnd, sureiy no instrument


