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PreanaA ey

stunglonary Xuxclllgence,

D e e e e e Y o a'a )
From ths Coloniul Church Chronicle for June.

The most pleasing part of & Mintanary’s wark is Lis
iaterooytys wih indis [duals from amang th. unbeliovers
ardund bim. The (ollowing Jlusrations are supplied ;

‘Powards the lgtter end of 1852, tho Mislonatles

wete informed that therd was a poor native Chiistian
intho Bagaw, very ill. They went toses him, and
afterwatds had lom and hiv family removed to their
Osopauud,  Thoy learned from ki that e was a na-
tive of South Indi, and & Pariall,  He kaew Euglisb,
and could read Tumi)e Ile had been instructed by &
forwor master, an Oflver in the Madras army, who al-
80 was instrumental in lfeading him (o owbrace Chris.
tianitys  YWhen the Missionaries found bhiw, be wassul-
foring from dropsy and fever; he did not expect ho
should live long; and showed no unwillingrgss to die.
“They were oftermards much pleased and encoursyged
to see Lim manifest inuch patience in the widet of in-
tause prin. The remembrance of his past sins were
grievous to bim ; but his tust in Christ was intelligent
and entire,  Indead, ke was enablad to rejeulco in hus
suffsrings, and to thank God for the peace of conscr.
onos which be posssssed,  Neithar was ho geateful to
Ged alone, but sleo to every one who sbowsd bim the
Teast kindnwse.  On the day of his deatly Mr, Rogers
administered to him the Bupper of the Lard, from
which ho duerived much otrergth apd refreshment. He
seqn after full mlespin Jesus; and on the follawing
dsy bis temams wers committed to their long bome.
The Missionaries® three wosky’ acquaiotance with this
pede man contributed nota Litils to encourage them
tagoon in the woik in which they wero engaged.

Another interesting indisidusl came under ths no.
tses of the Missionaries.  Ons afternoon, in the early
part of 1803, a most unpromising-lovking man, in the
dress of o religious beggar, presented himself at the
Minion-bouss &7 a candidate for baptism, Ie pave the
following account of buntll :—1lis name was Meer
Kbtan; be bad been a Mohsmmedan Fugeer; bad
oace visitod Mecca ; andd soon after Lisrotorn to b
native tills, on the border ¢f Kastmver, haid started on
a second pilgrimags to the same place. He and bue
companivn« had reached Peshawar, and were enpaged
in their devotions in one of the Moeques, when their
attention was drawn to an Engli-h Officer, not far off,
who waus id Iressing some people on tha subjeet of 1e-
ligion. The Fuq-era went near, and began to Lioot and
wake & noie ; Aleer Kban at first joined with them,
but bis atlention was soon srrested by what was said ;
and he accompanied the Officer to his house, to make
far:ber inqui ies, e repeated thess visits every day
for nearly a month, and then began to inquire,** What
doth hinder me from being baprized 2 His fnstruct-
or gdvired him to go in search of a Misionary ; and
the poor man travelled :ix weary months, until be at
leogth acrived in Kurackee. After careful observation
of him, coupled with instrucdon, be was admiited into
the Christian Clurch by Mr. Rogers. It was most
gratifying to obssrve the love which this man showed
for the New Testament; he committed Iarge poirtions
of it to memory—indeed, ha took such delight in the
sacred volome that, while reading it, be forgoet eome-
times to cook his food and take Iis rest. He also
showed much z:al in speaking sad exhaiting Boosul-
1nscs to embrace Christianity, and seemed careless of
their threats.  Ho 5000 afterwards left Sindb § butin-
telligence concerning him was zeceived two yoars after
his baptism, 10 the effect that ho continued meadfest
and cansistent in Lis profession.

A third and dreply interestng case was that of Ab-
dooliah. ‘This young man was & native of Umbalish, in,
Sirhind; and vhen he came under the instruction of
tho Blissionaricy, was about 26 years of age. This
person bagan cven in hayhood to guestion the proprie-
ty of certain points of Moosuiman sscred law, In the
bearing of bis parents, he one day objucted to the jaw
of polygamy as an injustice to the femals sex, and al«o
forn] fault wih the right of parents to compel 2
dangbter of 11 or 12 years of age to marry an old man
of 60or Q. Ils parents rebuked Lim, s2ying that
God orderid these things to ba so. @ Then,” replisd
the boy, *'God must be unjust.®  In recording this, it
may be remarked that it is a procf of the existence of
tha morsl faculty, and of ity existence, too, in the face.
of tho teachings of a false religion. Abdoollsh sppesrs
to have been of a very wmeditative tarn of mind. \Wien
ke was sbeut 21 years of ago e bepan to giveo his at-
tention to tho Christian religion; and & year or fwq
afierwards be wrote a pamphlat full of koalility to
Christiaqity. Abous thee time Mr. Soal, who was ac-
quaintsd with bim, rogzested 20 Abdoollah that be

cught o read what Christians had to say in beball of

thuir falth before he condemned st 1o amented to the
juaks of thla; and on Me. Seal lending kim two or
three bouks, bie promissd to twad them,  OQue of thess
was by the Rev. Marray Mitchell, of Bombay; the
scape of twza to prove that Molammed, sven on
his own showing possessed no credentiale of propbets
ship. On reading what he considered & monmrous
fiction, he flow to the ¥oran, not doubting but that he
woull find an over whelmmg refutarion of Mr. Mitch-
eli's beok ; hut, to bis great disappolntment, Lo saw
that all the quotations froin the Xoran were cotret,
and tha Mohammed bLimself scknowlvdped that he
had not the power of working miracles. Stuortly after-
wards, hie read tho Rov, Me. Plander’s able controvers
stal works ; this forced upon him the thought that Moe
hatomedanisn was & mere imposture,  1lu was unable
any lenger to place any trust in bis religion; and yat
ho wouid not ombUrace Ciristianity, * He was about to
pive bimsall up to scepticism, when the Providence
and Grace of God intetfered to save him from such an
evil : his wife, whom be tendurly loved, took suddenly
ill, and after two dnxs’ illness, during which she never
spoke, she breatbed ber last.  Honow saw that scep-
ticism would not.do; that he might die as suddenty aa
kiv wife, and then, il & sceptic, he must die without any
Lope. He resclved that hs would give Mobainmsdane
fsm another chance ; and that if it el appeared a false
raligion he would embraco Christianity., Ho Gret ve-
signed tho coffice of Kardsr, (a lucrativd and respects
able situation which be held undsr Government), and
devoted bis timo to reading, He alio wrots twenty.
fovd quastions addressed to Mobarmmedans, ssking the
learned among thown to resolve his doubts ; and some
menths after Lis wifc's death he disinterred her body,
and 100k it with h m to bis navive place, Umbatlal, In
this plice bo called an assembly of learned Moaosule
many, and of bis own regktives; be stated 1o them that
bo entertansd duuble about hus religiun, and begged
them tu satisfy Lits nund on two pants~1, that Mo-
hammed worked mracles; 2,that the Chratian Serip-
tures bave been altered aud abollihed. The ouly res
ply hu received way, thatthey would kil han. He
then made up lis mind to becoms a Chriatian, 1o
returred to Kuraches tn ths begtaning of 1858 ; end,
after saveral wonthy' instructions, he was bapuz-d on
the Whit-Monday of the samt vear. s conustent
Curistina bolizvior gave much satuflaction to those wbo
knew bin best; he showed that Us had Lecoms a
Chentian, rot in word only, bat also in deed snd in
truth, He accompanied the Minionary in a tour
through Sindhy, and rendered him invalaable asistance.
He i» now living in the Punjab,

Before concluding thw sketeh, mention maybe made
of a strange character, who madu s sppearanca in
Koraches about two years age.  His nams was Mo-
bammed Baqir; be was nephew of Mirza Ivrabecm,
one cf the advisers of Yar Mabommed, of Herar. L.
Eidred Pottsiaer had given Mirza Jbralieens & Persan
Testament, and 1t bad fallen into Maliommed Bagr's
bauds, when be was on a visit to bis uncle. Ils was
mupzh pleased with what be rcad of it.  After this ho
led & kind of bLeronds life; anid one day hs imagined
that s messenger from Lwaven appeared tohun in s
flame of fire, informiing h.cu (hat be was cbosen by God
to abolish all falee rebigions, and to to a second Jobn
the Baptat. He coliccies 1,000 or 2,000 followers,
These, however, soon left him ; when he came to Ku-
rachiee be bad only one dusciple. e requested to bs
baptized, but the Mindonary dud not feel justificd
zcceding to bis desire.  \Whin ho afterwards deter~
mined upon return ng to Cabul, the Missionary advised
i to go to Mr, Plander at Agra, 2t the same time giv-
ing bim a lettor of intsoduction to that Miss:onary. In-
formation bas lately been recesved thut be is at present
under Mr. Plandes’s care, aod that he is going oo et
isfactonily.

It is to be trusted that a perueal of thcso facta con.
cerning the Sindl Mussions will have the cfivct of lead-
ing Clristian people to pray conunually that God'y
Spinit may accompany the Missionaries 1n their laberns,
and vouchsafe them sucoess.
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10K INUNSDATIONS IN PRANCE.

Fraxcs.—~(From our Correspondent.y—Paris, Juns
3, 1856.~It is, indeed, dificult to exazausate the de-
plarable catastrophs which bas taken place—the
amounat of present misery inflicted, or the disastrous
cansoquences cntailed thronghout the year. Thavesecn
it stated broudly that tl.a ravagee ¢f the Rbore aud
Sagae, in the Sough, extend ovpr a distnict ofsome 800
miles long, by 40.or 50 broad, aud that in the aimpls
Arondiscoant of Arles aloos, tha damsge dons cans

not be estimated at tess than £300,000 sterling. Some

ides, therefore, may Lo lormed of tus vastnest of Qe

tuin and devclation whieh his been complated threughs

cbut the long course efsuch rivers as the Rbone and the
re,

Town and couptry bave equally suffered; for, bes
sides what 19 mentiones} above, there §s ¢ be taken ins
to consideration the iundation of such cities as Tours
and Lyone, anl the conplets disappearauce of whole
vidages with hundreds of ssolated habutations, As Ly
ons, the details of the irruption ofthe waterare pecaji«
arly sfllicuny, ot aucount of the nature of the territory
wmvaded, and the unsee of population expored to sull-
ering.  Tuao river appears to have first broken in upon
the immenss plain above the city on the left bank, cal-
tivated bike & garden, and dotted . all over with the
earth-built cottages of the peasantry, and across which
lines of densvly-nbabued Faubourgs lead to the tawn
iteells A stone rampart bsunds the usual bad of the
river, and & second dike of earth, eight op teu feet
lugh, protects the plain, at a dictance of three of Rur
times the ordiniry width of {be Rhcne.

« It inconcaivadle,” says one accoant, ¥ how the
fiver could bave supplied a am of wator so enor.
mous as 1o surmount buth these olstacles” The phe-
nomenon, so unueual, of falls of sbow on the moup-
tains 1n May, combiaed with rains unprecsdented in
the mwombh of June, can alone explain so extreordi-
nary an overflow.  The nighie of Friday and Sstar
day ware spent 1n beiahtening and strengthaning the
sccond barrier; but in van, for the next day the
dike suddenly gave wuy, aud the flood pracipitated
iteelf upon the pliia with wcredible fury, sweeping
all Uefns it.  Ia the rame way, lower down, tko
strong  embavkments which connect tho diffurent
fortified poiuts of the city, gradunlly yielded belore
the prodigious weight of watcr which pressed against
i, aad the deluge broke upon the towa itself, as it
had already upon ths country. In the quarters of
Guiloidn and Brottcux, thikiy peoplsd by the lae
boring citeser, bouses of three and four stories comre
tumbliug down; and now ** lukes are standing, out of
which rise the crumohng wails of babitations, through
the breeches of which msy be reen the furniture and
devastated interiors” .

Ons can readily ogounh beleva the Afonifeur, whan
it tells us that the Bmjeror, arriviog ta the midat of
such a azeno ot drsolation, was baled as a tecond Pror
videnco by the wretchad jubabitants. Mounting bis
borse, Louis Napoleon at onue proceeded to visit the
tufferers.  Tou water froquently came up to his saddle
bow; his attendants follosed lam, some 1o boaty, soccs
on boresbasx, “The Emperor was visibly affucted,
when contepianng the dpasters mound bim, Tears
fitled bis eyes, and treguentsy overflawed and trickled
down b.schiecks. N words can express what passed
between die Sovervign of France and this poor desos
lated populstion. Women sid children clung to bis
horse, 1o front of which huug 3 larga leathern bag, ful)
of golid, out of which he distributed largoly with hu
own baud, and with great gentleness, to the unfortun-
ates around Lim.”  Alter organizing relief and snbe
reriptions on a lirge scale, ibe Emperor left for Vae
lence, and wisited afl the towns as far as Arles. A}
Avigrion be reached the upper part of the city in a
boat, aud ascended to the sains of tho old papal pake
ace, in order 10 milners and judyte of the whols extent
of the ravages.  Lhe ordinaty communications, as well
as these Ly railroad, being everywhero closed, he pro-
ceeded for many wiles 1 a boat, throvgh the ficlds snd
villages, distabuting suceor to the inhabitants, often
prisoners, asat Latarcon, in the upper floors of their
cotiages, At Arleq whers Le ascended the tower of
Arimes, the whols territory between tbe city and the
ses lay uoider water. Tue rpuctacle around Lyons,
uow that the waters are falling, i described as most
prtiable :=—* Cn + very n1fe men and women are basy
amongst the Tuns seeking 15 extract from baneath
them and save fhe rewing of fuiniture, clothes gad
Linen ; every moment the sosked walls of the mud hon
ses crumble, and Literally solt away.  Piles of frippe-
v of alt sorts, hung out ta dry upon the last pouts lefs
standing, or eprea L on the muil banks appearing abors
the surface, give a beart-rending aspect to tha scened
The Petites Sccure des Dauvrez and the Capuching, ab,
though boih washed out of ther own habitations, are
rendenng «flegrive servics in the work of chasity,

Some partizular inzidents in the surrcunding coun
try are most sfilictug:

“ I have just witnessed,” wries o membor of -idg
Cansail General of Bordeaux, « tho moet desolating
. spectacle I ever Leheld.  The #nt re hamlet of Besos

dun bas dwappeaged. At 611 the evening the.inhabie
[ taots htard the walts and Sramewask of Wiekr homsss .




