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SOCIETY FOR PRO. CHRISTIAN KNOW-
LEDGE.

Ocrtonee, 1863,
The Lord Bishop of Gibraltar in tho chair.
Tne Lord: Bishop of Adalaide was present.
‘Tho Secrotarics taid before the Society the roport

fov 1853.
- . . - e . . @

A lettor waa read from the Lord Bishop of Colombo,
dated St. Thomas's College, Colombo, Ceylrn, May 25,
1853 ;—

¢ I write to you from the lecture-room, where I bavo
been obliged to take my scat again, from the too sud-
den aud regretted departuro of our excollent warden
from ill health. With the assistanco of my chaplain,
thc Rov. J.13. Bailey, and tho spontaneous aid of a
late Singhaleso student at Bistop's College, Calcuttn,
Mr. Dias, T hopo to go on till a successor is sent-out,
1 would not” (says the Bisbop) * be too sanguine, but
can ‘hardly resist the conviction that the real work of
auch an institution is beginaiag, when I seo the principal
chiefain among the Buddiusts, Lately clected by the
wholo body of Kaudyan chiofs to take the charge of
their sacred velic, not scrupling to cntrust his son to
us for a Christian education.”

The following is an extract from bis Lordship's letter,

July 23, 1853 ;— .

“ Your yelcoms lettor of June 11th, communicating
the Society's kind grant in aid of Mr. Thurstau's
schodls, and two other grants for printing Singhaless
books for the use of our schoals, and for the native cha.
pel ncar Pantura, reached me yesterday, and gladly do
T express to.the Board my very sincere thanks.

“ A grant of about tbree acres of land has been just
made by the Government o the inhabitants of Nawlili
pltyd, in tho Central Province, for the erection of &
church, ard the formation of a Christian burial-ground,
tho Biskop being Trustee. It is a populous place, and,
being within reach of tho large coffea district of Kot-
millie, it will be available, when built, for tho use of an
Epglish as well as Singhaleso congregation. A month-

1y English service isregularly solemnized thero at pre-
sent by the Chaplain of the Kandyan Districts, the
Rev. G. 1. Schrader, who reports to me favourably of
the neighbourbood. A magistrate's court is beld there
weekly; and its officers though all Singhalese, are con-
versant with our language, and nearly all Christisns. It
was at the instigation chiefly of theso Clristians that
the proposed church Las been set on foot, and they are
now collecting subscriptions for tho purpose. It is to
bo built of brick, I believe, and will therefors bo a sub,
stantial little structare. 1f your Socicty will befriend
them. mith a emall graot of £20, it will bearten them
ot in their good work, and become, I trost, & blessing
1to the district, which will then bs provided with four
little churches, all aided by the venerablo Saciety."”

The Society granted £29 towards the Church at Ni-
willi plitys,

The Rev. R. Kemptborne, in 2 letter dated St. ile-
lena, July 80, 1353, requested of the Bociety assistance
towards the erection of & new church in & * ecat.
tered bamlet in that island, the population of which
was 500, includiog many families of Africans, recently
liberated from every chain save that of spiritual dark-
ness and heathen babits.”

1t was ggreed to grast £50 towards this object.
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. The Lord Bishop of Tasmania, in a letter dated
Launceston, Van Dieman’s Land, March 14, 1853,
wrote as foilows :—

. ** Archdeacon Davies (as I nnderstand) wrote to you
respecting the liberal dozaton of £1640 from your So-
cicty to our Tasmanisn College. I enclase the finan.
tial statement, which will serve toshow you not oaly
that your gift was timely, but also that we are doing
sometbiog fur oarselves, and are not idly resticg cotire-
Jy-on-the bouaty of our gencrous friends at bome.

“ Willyou kindly make my grateful scknowledg.
mets to the Sociely for this fresh iostance of their
thoughtful care for the Colonial Church. I am eara it
will be & source of gratfication to twem to koow that

. an.institurion which they bave thus fostered s steadily
advapcing in public confidence, and in usefulness.—
Ong student has been already ordained ; four mora
are candidates for holy orders. The Governor's two
<ldest sons aro there. My sccond boy will join them
after Easter.”

. A letter vasread from the Lord Rishop of Nowfoand-
Mod, dated St. John's, Nonfoundlagd, afev 81,1858,
thaaking the Board for a supply of lending hibrarses,

4 letter was read from the Rev. G. H. Holmag, da-
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,whom God has etationed on the frontiers o this lard,

Holman, who lad occupiod thé position of phator of
Ditcairn’s Island for nine months, siated that ** during
tho season of the Epiphany he bad drawn the attention
of tho islanders to the missionary work of tho Church.
and the spread of the Gosypel among tho heathen. Thoy
wero deeply interested i it, and afterwards came to
talk with himn about it. Thoy oxpressed a great desiro to
nid in sogooda work. They subsequently lield & meet-
ing, at which it was resolved that cach family should
give one dollar o year, and tho younger members
bo allowed to add what they liked™

Tho subscription of tho community amounts to £5,
Tho rest making a total of £8 10s., had beon subscri.
bed by individvuls. Among the namesara observed
those of tho Quintalls, Adamses, Young, McCoy and
Nobbs. The noney, having evidontly been jntended
for tho Socioty for the Propagation of the Gosgel, had
been sent to that Society’s Office.

The Scoretary informed the mesting that ho had
heard, through a lottor from Rear-Adwmiral Moresby,
C. B, that the Rev. G. H. Nobbs had reached Pit-
cairn’s Island, in good health, on the 25th of May last.
Mr. Nobbs, on his return to his flock, was accompa-
nied by his sori and daughter, whom the Admiral bas
also conveyed in the * Yortland,” from Valparsiso—
They were, at tho time of tle arrival of the * Port-
land,” suffering' in some degree from a defiviency of
provisions, and dejected in consequence of the fatsi
secident which had carried off the chief magistrate,
M. M'Cay, Mr. Nobby'sbrother-in-law. It was added,
that words could not express the joy of the islanders
on receiving their friend and pastor among them again.

The Ven. Archgeacon Abraham, in a letter dated
St. Johin ‘s Collage, Bishop Auckland, New Zealand,
thanked the Society for the-late grant of books and
maps, and said that in his archdeaconry and neighbour-
Lood several schools, including two day schools, are
now at work. In a school in the suburbs of Auckland,
the deacon is school-master, and the result is most sa.
tisfactory 1n atteching his flock to Lim. The popula-
tion is much scattered ; and were it not for tho rchoo)
fees a clergyman could not be supported in several of
the parishes which now bave thg advantage of a rasi-
dent minister.

In a subrequent lctter the Archdeacon enclosed a
cliequo for £30, the further proceeds of the sale of the
Socicty’s Maori Prayer Books, bo baving proviously
remitted £49 on this account. He requested an addi-
tional supply of thess most acceptablo volumes, and
added :— .

“ The Bishop is still absent on his visitation tour.—-
He bashad to go'on foot all the way this time, there
and back ; and the summer has been 80 wat, that b
bas beez much impeded by floods and swamps. e
will bave walked 1000 milos in the monthy of January
and April”

Ho solicited a grantof 250 small Prayer Books, with
the Now version of Psalmy, for children, and applisd
for 250 copies on bis own accouant.

It was agreed to grant the Books fequested, and t,
snform bim that all the Maori Prayer Books had becn
taken out to New Zealand by Archdeacon Williams.

Kong, alluded to the very remarkablo intelligence from
Cbira, and to tho progress of the roballion ip that vasy
empiro.,, Hislordship enclosed a copy cfa letter which
e bad eddressed to bis Grace the President of the So-
ciety,and whichi begins as follows :—

“ St. Paul's Callege, Hong Kong, May, 23, 1853,

“Jn 2 letter to your Grace, dated January 23,1852,
giving a report of gar St Paul’s College and Mission,
I was led tbusto address you near its closé :—
. “*The genoral political aspect of China and the
stato of our interpational relationy at this time are
such as to sdgzest instability, expeetation, and liope.

“ This Empire, the venerable rolicsof asystem [itisto
be boped] fast giving way, and deomed erc long to bo-
come obsolote, may be on the brigk of great eivil con.
vulsions, or it may etill continuo for another genera-
tion immoveable, more from its own superincumbent
weight, than from its inkerent strength. A rebellion
pow convulses tho southern province of Keanase ; in
parts of the empiro no¢ more than threo or four huo.
dred miles distan? from Cantoa the arm of Chigose
law i paralyzed,and tha powor of Imperial majesty iy
surpended. Witk a}l such’symptoms of interna) dan-
ger and chaoge, it s difficult not to feel that' we,

may ere long bave to give up our minds add to buckle
oa the wholo armour-of God agaiast 2 now avd wo.’
mi:ntous cmergency.’

“Portland,” Calleo, June, 25,1853, Mr. derfalevents wh, " M9 BPY gesurriog in this empire.”

“ When scarcely sixtéen montbs.ago Ipunned those
reicavis, § was little prepared for the rapidseries of wos-

Tbe Lord Bishop of Victoria, writing from Hang |.

Tho Rav. J. Hobson, Chaplain at Shangkai, ig 4
lettor dated May 31, 1853, thanked the Society forjy
grant of cducational worke,and enclosed & Chinese
woodcut of & school-houso and promises lately erecte
at that placo for the purpose of training Chinese by,
in the knowledgo and practico of Christianity, Ji;,
lotter of Juno 21 concludes thus :~

*1 am suro your venorablg Socioty will abound iy
prayers for China.  Whothor this rebollion succesd o
not, it is evident tho days of Chinese oxclusivenes,
and apathy aro numbored.  The demand for Chriptiy,
Yooks, and cepecially for works treating of wegten
nations, is greatly increased. I bave had nearly fity
applicntions at tho chaplaincy within a few days, My
the Colestial Empire toon correspond to its name, apy
the truo Tea Ping Wong (Grest Princo of Pese)
reign eupremo

1t was agroed to sond booke and school materialy f,
tho valuo of £20, and lo intimato Jo Afr. Iobson tay,
should ho find a furthier application necesary, 4
additional grant would be made,

The Lord Bishop of Victoria, in a letter from Shasp.
bai, July 7, 1853, said,— . -

1 despatched lately my two native catechiity .
wards Nanking viG Loochow, but after thirteen dyr'
absenco, and encountering many rivk® from the In.
pcn‘aliat&. thoy returncd throe days ago, baving bees
able to accomplish only hall' the distance. Unjm
foreign iutervention save tho Emperor, the insurgey
must provail.  They form amost astonishing compoend
of religion, zeal, sincerity, aud truth, with many e
ments of cn opposite character. It appears they coh
have twenty-seven chapters of Genesis and o fin
Christian tracts among thew ; aod yet at dawn ofdy
they chant doxologies to the Trinity, &o. &c, My
catechists took one copy of our Chinese Liturgy md
New Testament, but were forced to leave them,x
Loochow, as a discovery of them in their possewi
by thd Imperialist troops, further onward in their roo,
would probably have led to their instant decapitation®

A lettor was read from the Rev. E. Winder, dye!
Alexandris August 18, 1868, informing the Socky
that Her Majesty's Government bad authorized s
further and final grant of £1000 towardathe cherd
at that place. Tho grant has been made on the e
dition of the B¢ils 1 residents guaranteeing, withth
assistance, the . - pletion of tho undertaking, It
hoped that tue friends of this good design will cary
into effect the wishes of the Government, as welx
of the Socioty, ~ithas littlo delay as possible,

A verylarge number of grants in aid of Schosk,
Lending Libaries, &:., atd also scveral grants frea
the fund of * Clericus” and from the Emigna
Fund, were approved by tho Meoting.

The following motion was passed brthe Rer.!
AL Nealo :—
~ “"That the Society kas no intention of départi
from the principle laid down in thie preface totde
Modern Greck, Armenian, and Arabic versions o
the Prayer Book, namely, Tliat the ‘book is publishet
without any view of recommending iis adoptionass
orvice Book byany foreizn Churches, but prist:
pally as a means of making known to all who
j& with all the doctrines, the rites, and the ceremor
ies of the Church of England, how it is condtitated,
and what are tho orders of its ministérs ; and in
instructions given oa the 97th July, 1840, to oce df
the Society®s Sccretarics, sent on & mission o fhe
Lovant,—¢ You will takecare to joform them' (%
Bisbopsand Clergy of the Churches and communities¢t
the Levant) ¢ that the Society does not seck to inter
fezoin any way with the affairs of the Churchescrees
wmunities of the East; but that it is very anxitns &
offer them sach aid and co-operation as it mayls
able, consistently with its principles, to afford to f
membeis of other Churches; and, at the samo fize
such 89 they may actept without detriment loths:
own dignity and independence. )

This was seconded by William Cotton, Esg, ot
carried, .

Donations to the smount of £49 155 2, wer
aspounced, _
SOCIETY FOR THE:PROPAGATION OF TEI

GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS.
Ocroper 7, 1859. . .

Tnx Trieanial Royal Letter in bebalf of tke Societ
will be in the bands ofthe Clergry, very shorilv.

The Report for the year 1853 jsnow publithwi
At the" présent time, wheri 207 mhany mietingdix
being held, aud sermons preached; in aid ofthe-Soviet
tbroughout the country, there dre opporiunifics sk

“the- friemds of ‘the Bodioty ofghE ot fu* 1osé- of 1

presenting its present position., Some of tho most pre



