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The Fur Trado,
C. Il. liabbért roviows the fur trade ai fol.

Iowa la a letter ta thé New Yock l"«r rde
Ierieto:

Bear have not SuIt! as well Ie aur markret
during théc suninir ns théy dit! laut year, and
enly thé finér grades Coula! hé pîcet! yet et
satisiactory prices, "vhile ait ceasoly-furred
andI comnianer Sies wero difficuît tt dispose
of, oven ut concessions. IL le thorciére mare
than likely flhnt this fur witl weakea la thé
course of nut season, unions wé receivo a
atreager support fcrom Leurope ai ter thie, whlch
1 considor rather doubtful; sud my ehîpmers3
wvill do0 wolf te use extrêmne Care la buyiug thé
inferior oarly bear Collections.

licaver, whIch, during sucu e reniarkably
long pieriot!, have, with but elight fluctuations,
rataiaed their high snd IntrIanic value, as théc
fur la hoîntiful nut durable, eau new ho callet!
a "tlittié of!» (6ven la thé otherwiso profercét!

alor sorte), and thé autaber o! skies helinl
,rat thsuds le lar or Lieu it ought te hu o m lita

ta thé Scasen. Ihie in atilî more notewartay
la view ai thé ateadily t!ocrcasiag collection ai
beaver, e8pecialty iu thé Unitcd States, and
white 1 have ne feair of a regeler collapse la
pricons, cautiaus buying cau %voit hé recoin.
mneadt until a néw basis of values is çstab.
lished hy thé reaIt o! thé néxt Landan Jauuary
sales, ait whioh Limé thé largeast quaetity e!
beaver la clomet! ont.

Otter havé about boit! their owa; large
heavy.furrod Skias, ouitaible for dya g sud
goca colared médium grades, te hé nuat plueket!
la their nataral color, bela; preferre! as uiesa;
tbough theré waa no rel difiiculty in plscig
ather grades when thé owner %vas reaty tog
accept reasonabla prices. Closiug quotations
of lest season will probabiy hé appiiet! again
durieg thé greator portion ai théeapproaohiatg
one. .1 Could fiarm liowéver, a arn correct
opinoen about thie matter had thé sale of seul
already teken placé, as thé velue ai otter gén.
erally syrpathizes ta sanié ex Lent with that ai
thé former.

Miair dit! not Vrove sncb ai geal payiuag le.
ventaient ta thear owners thrs year as int thé
put one, becau3e thé cloak, traite, which con-
amed thé buili ai thé former collection, drap.
pet! thé article almost entirely, st- thé salé ef
fuar capes, into wbich, alae, a great mauy minir
wore worked, lias heau reduced. Stili there
are yet quite s gol manv munk tuset! for differ-
ent athér purposea, suiti la my opinian that

wr pricca vrilî alto atimulte thir salé in
urae which nloaid niait o! iLs ait! Stock

afu usduring thé short.Iivet! munir hoomila thé
eni ner mantb of 1891. A Siit part o! thia
aId stoclehan, howéver, alnce héen shippét! hacir,
sut! me o! thé énterp;rising mercthants who
braught thé siaus ver here wonîd, I thinir,
rather bé reluctent ta givé thé détails of their
venture. Large minr ai fair colér met with
anost favor with cur mnanufacturera, as théy are
needet! ta maire niack séanfa, wluicla promise ta
hecomé quite popelar. Real fine caitérai, and!
sinilar skies, ef which thé supply la only a
limirt!d oe, alto fant ready bayera, and low-
priced inferior grades weré taken hy s iew
hanson ta hé made up lu liaiugs. PrésEnt
étackb conosL, therefore, chiéfiy ai medinum
gradés, which cannût hé sait!, hewever, ta hé
very heavy, sat! with favorable circuniatancés
thé laTgcst part o! theni will yet ho cansuniét!il
tié courso of thé next féw menthe,

Musirat èontinue te meet with but an i!i.
forcent dénat iia ail marketo, althougb tbéy are
offeret! at ceniparativéîy loto prices, and! they
buave provet! e very ueprofitable invenaiment ta
thé ex portera who stil 1 carry *ueavy stocka la
cela! starage. Saine years ego néarly one it.
lion musirrat were uset! la Ameriés ane au.
alhy, phiéket! aund dyet!, for thé manufacture ai
fur ceps, wheré as now hardîy one.fourth of
thet numnbér le taken for thé saeé purpase,
plashes at! dyed coneye l3éing uset! iiîoteed.
As e chéap imitation af miui for facings, tbey
havé alta net beaun a great succesi, and liîîing
inannfactarers havé only latély conméencét! ta

socure sanie àmaller piroe's of thin.polted skias,
which helders werb anxions te close out at Con.
Cassions. Suchi facta Connût bu expected ta
croate a very Sharp déniant! for thé new catch,
sud If the Satno la a liberal one in the eavly
sart of the season, a furihur drap la prioes
durIag the Ja-nuary sales ay reniaeahiy ho

expected.
Skuak did quite wcll for thé exporters,

coasidering the high prions whlch weré paid
fer thora durieg the rnldwiater menthe, and
their weakeniag sa the suinnier sales muýt pria.
cipa'ly hc attrlbutedl ta the marc imaloriar
qualtty of the collection %which le offored nt
that tine.

It eas firat Icarcd that tha maay choapor
substitutes, snob as dyed. cllsun ra)-coa,
etc., %votld impair the value of skunk, bt
ovldently this mat net thé case, aad 1 have
again faith in this article for next Scason,
provlded priccs aire net driven too high by
foolisir compétition, which le huilt!u and mis.
leadlng bath te thé shîpper je Vie country sud
thé doaler. A réaction oitenae in very sud.
deuly and geaerally just as seoîî as toeé of thé
wildest hidders havé tilled up, which, as a rul,
dons nlot taire a very lang Lime.

Raccoon have, Sitar a long peried of deprès.
sien, finally shown a littié mare etroagth in thé
lait L ,adan sales; whieh msy ho attributed
chiefly to the active deiand for Certain, klnds
hy thé American trade; and there ls évery
résaeu ta helieve that they will at leait hald
their own for a resénable time, in spite af the
isot that Rusa, whioh used te be thé heaviest
consumer o! raccoon, will very llikely ho a light
bayer nextyemr. Cemmée grades, suitable for
thé coat manufacturera, and Gne lieavy.ferred
skias appropriate for ayeiag, were iostiy
aought airer, but as stocks grew lighter buyera
wore obliged te alto taka hold of thé muedium
kid, which maires it very improbable Unit
quantitie wortit speakieg of wil hé carriéd
over on aur side ta handicap next year'a trade.

Ma-çten proved a rather dult article botir hore
and abroad, only.. lîrge skias of fair cnler,
whieh,ljké good aizéd mink, are used for scarfs,
bain.- in fair requéet, white ait email and pale
anés weré quité neglocted, with sanie prospecta
of improi'eaent. Opening qualatias on pale
sha les, aboula rate at least tau per cent. below
closing ptices af lant spring; darker àKins un-
cbanZea.

Lynx havé, just like gray fox, dissàppoiated
early buyera, who erpectcd that thsy woul 1
take well again on our aide. but as yet theré
expectatians have net béau realized, and it
in mare than likely that anybady whe le
carrying larger pircels of lynx will- hé coin.
pelted te part wirth thoma at a lois, especiaily if
the offoringi ia thé ext Hudaen, Bay sales is
a lberal eue.

Gray Fox, for which, there wuas ucb an eager
inquiry duriag thé winter and early apriag
monthe, have sadly disaippointed maiL of us,
and heavy stocks cf tuant, batha raw aa
dressed, are carried by many oi car dealoes
ana manufacturera, with po3r chances ef
realizing oa Lbemn very San. Luit seaon'a
quetations will thereforu have ta bu materially
reduced on this article, ai it la net very prob.
able thut a botter domnan 1 will hé created agate
lu thé near future.

wVoivea could har.ly hé expeeted '.a do very
well after lynx havé turned ont te hé a drag in
the markret, as thé pale coloait skias have been
nua fer a f ew yeare as a cheap imitation of thé
former; and thée robe trade, which was othAr
wise aimait thé exclusive autletfar wolvos, will
only t*ke bolli of thorn again mora freoly at
coesiderably lowerod pricos, bécause therts are
sufficiént éther and ii oip.illy imported fera,
whioh suit ite purpo.u jiibi sis well, and la saime
cases even botter.

Oîo3auni wére about thé only Américan fur
for whicla theré bas baea au uainterrupted and
strang déniant! up ta tItis date, aud adcks le
dealére' bands are consequently excoedingly
iight. Thé araa ar oîtty usediluthé naturel
state by cleak: bouses; aie la thé botter grades

dyed black as an Imitaioln of skuiuk, but le
thél latter style thcy diid net tLîké tui as well
a% expectet!, dyéd razcoan pre-vleg19 a hetter
send mare servlccalét article fer aur man-
ufàctureri. Vory likely opossum will enutinue
ta soit hère la fair quanrl ries durlog auéther
year, thé tano as ia foemer nousone, but
itie my opinion that they have %con Lheir
boit days for a white, andI I iout! not advise
aybody t cari y stocke an speeniatien avec
thé winter mentrhe. It le aiter aIl a fur of
littIe rosi mert, eund I believé that a lay wlte

at! bier aerment trimmedt %vith IL onco wilt
Rraw cenaïdemhly ni ler beoro she Juplicatai
her purchase.

Rot! Fox cidoni Soif on aur aide ia suili.
Cieetly large quantities ta influence their value,
and! thé latter lo thereforé aImait axcluslvely
regulated by thé guropeati demiet. %VIxils
the satisfactary prices raalizot! la March wceré
iîot qito sustiinet! la thé laist séries of

saeI hardly helieve, thit wé need bé la
foar ai aauy further and! more decidot! doclino
uniae a disturbIuu4 Clément .shounta devele-p
befare thé fresh collection le brought into thu
market.

la regard La suci other furs, as sea otter,
cros aond silver fousa, fluber, etc., wé are
aImait exclueively dépendent on thé Europen
traino, and! particlanly os Russis, where
buzsiness la ia a moit unsatisfactory can-
dition, aind lîttlé hope caou thereforé hé eu*
tortaiel thît thîs clasi ofgouda will oeil ta
advantage.

Indiani Whoat Experts
Soa lntereating détails ai thé exporte oi

%vheat froni ledia are furaishet! in Jr. O'Con-
eor's officiai report. IJatil thé apeuing ùf thé
Suez Canal no trade la whent wau passible, thé
cost aud duratien of thé transit round thé cape
having thé doublé elI'ect of making Iuiau
whéît t3o dear for thé Européen market and
ai speiting iL hy givieg weévili Limé té do thoir
work of destruction. Even a! ter thé apéuiag of
théc canal il; was discoveret! thit it ivas still an
impediment te thé tradé in thé existence ai an
expert duty, whichi was removet! in 1873. At
thattime thé quaietity exportel %vas only 394,-
000 cwt. but with remnovr ofe thé dety it in.
creasét! ntif it exceced 6,000,000 cwt in 1877.
Thon follewed thé rhreéyeaa' famiine. With thé
rotura ai p!enry, a reduttion cf pricea, thé cern.
plérion ot railwé.y commuunicatiaas, suni cous.
quéntly a reduetien aI thé cost ei transport,
trade was able ta maire its fll developinent.
la 1880 81 thé experta were ttiii undér 7j
millions cwt; iu thé iollowing year Lhey aSp.
prosceét 20 millions. $ince thon thére ha
been na aippréciable devalapinent, st years
experts amouetieg te ever 30 millions cwt, ho.
ing considered abnermal sud unlikely te recur.
TaIking thé whole trade, Mfr. O'Conor catiniatea
that thé average quautity cf wheat which
Europe will taire freint India in ordiuary Limnes
la not quité oe million tons, and an thé whele
that quantity bas net beau exceedet! during thé
lait téa yeare.-eerbehm.

9. P. R. Land NaeB.
Daring thé préent sunmer there bats heen

a héavy émigration fron ie United States Le
Western Osiiida and! much land bas beau soIt!
these séttloe. Thé sales are iacreating rapidly,
sud luit week aiot thé Canadian Pacifié rail-
ivay ead 8,960 acres t fainera iran thé statue
oi Dakota, Idaho, Nebriîka and! Washington.
Thé lande parchasét! lie cbiefly in thé Saskatch-
ewan and i3attde river valleys. Thé salés e!
Caaadian Pacifie railway lait le te eattera iran
thé United! States mince Jan. lot je ns followe by
States ,
Daket2, 217 1 sectlens, 163 acres............. 21,720
Idaho, 47......... 7,520Michigan, I 4 ..... .. 160Mtinesoita, 6 S4 ......... secNebraskca, 1é 4. .......... a
Washingten, 75 ......... 12,éOW
Wiscansin, 4 ........... 640

Total, 35D sales or 160 nures oac..........67,440


