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FURTIIER attention bas been dirccted te the
importance of tho foeur industry of Manitoba.
by tire recent action of th~e Winnipeg board af
trade in asking for the appointaient of a foeur
inuspector at this city. Sa extensive bias te
foeur business becoma, that the neccssity for the
appointaient of an inspecter is now felt. Tho
advantage of having a sjstten i offlur inspec-
tion -would bc, that huyers could purchase on
standard grades, instecad of the varions brande
of tho différent mille. There are iiow about
twenty-five roller procesa foeur miille iii the
country, quito a number of whichà are doing ami
expert foeur trade. This number is steadily
being inecaed by te erection of new mille.
It will thus be seen that there is ample field for
the operations of a foeur inspecter.

TiiE arrival at Chiicago of an iron steanîship
direct froin Liverpool, lias again directed atten-
tion te the possibilitiest cf carrying on 'Aircec'
regular communication betwcen western l&ie
post and trans-Atlantie markets. Years ago
wooden sailing 8hips, built at laite ports, made
tips direzt te Liverpool, but oxporting ia this
way bas nlot been foilowed up te any extenr,
doubtiess owing te the fact that ships of suffi-
cicntly light tirait te aiiow of their passing
through tha canais, were not adapted to ocean
navigation. The present case is the first in-
,stance of a trip made fromn a trans-Atiantie
port ta an inland lake port by a steamer. Tho
possihilities, bowever, are great, and tho futu e
may witness the frequent loading of steamers
at Port A rthur, Duluth and Chicago, with
whstt etc., bound direct for Liverpool and
other foreign inaikets.

L. the Ayers' custeoms case, referred ta in
this journal last weck, it is evident that the
boolty in view wa Ltme main incentivo which
led the customns officiais tes make the seizurc.
Theso officiais, iL is said, bascd great expecta-
Lions on making a big thing out, of the seizure,
and liad. ven gone no fer as ta assume, financiai
respoônsibilities, so sure wec thoy of securing
their shlare of the plunder. No donbt thero
are many honoat mon la Lire customas depart-
puent, but nt tipi NI'P thile, It wvox3ld bo atrPinge

if thert are net also many dishonest officiais,
who %vould readily tako advantago of any op-
poi-Lunity ta inzike a seizures rcgardless of thu
justice of the case. The systemi 'hicli allous
officiais a sAreof the seiztrres made by thei, is
therefore a vicious ani outrageons ane. IL in
virtuaily an encouragement te dishonorable
action. Tie syscmn ai dividinglime proceeda of
flues and seizures among officiais shouid bu an-
tirciy abolighed. Let competent anti honorable
mn bo e.npioycd, on lcgitiimate salaries, in-
stead af this wlîiskey-informner systenu now in
v-oguec.

No botter testimîîomry could be given as ta the
higb standard of Mtanitoba wlieat, thon is te Ibo
found in the action of the Miilem's' National
Association af. the United States. The reason
wby the iitera passed a resolution asking timat
the dnty ho reinoveci from whecat comninz inte
tire United States. ls irot bard te discover. The
aillers recagnize tho high quaiity of Manitoba
wheat, and thoy are auxions te obtain it. They
aise note the rapidiy incasing production of
,wbeat in this country, in comparison with the
sbrinkage iii production at home. Indced, the
millers did not disgnise their reauons for askimg
for freot wheat. It wos ploiniy statcd at the!
convention "Ithat tbe Manitoba, wheat is of the
flnest quality knowvn in the world.A British
mil'ers, who are agitating a acharne for the
purchase from first bande of supplies of Minne-
sota and Dakota whecat, should mao a note of
this more on tha part of fica United Statt 9
millera te obtain acous ta the «Manitoba wheut
markets, froin whicb tbet'Ptariffnow abttbchm
ont.

Tmîur abtindant roinfaîl ai Lue present season
ill not aione provo beneficial te tho growing

cropa. Though the crops of this year are, oi
course, tha great dosidcratnm, yct thora is an-
other advantago ta ba dcerivcd from tIme favor-
able scason. This in in brcaking tho.prairu sod.
Thre scries ai raLler dry years ai late have not,
bicou very favorable ta, brcaking new land, atid
consequentiy theaonnual extension of -te area
u nder crop bis not beon m~ Jar8e m It would
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otlmerwiso .avo bcen. This ycar, bowrever, lias
brouîght a change, and prairie breakinig bias beca
going on aetiveiy ail the season under the mont
favorable conditions. Tire grand crops of lust
season bava encouraged farmerst ta cxtcnd their
crops acrcage as rapidly aspossible, and banco
every advantage is being taken of the favorable
conditionsi to break a largo quantity of iie%
land this scason. New sCttlers who arrived in
the country this spring will aiso be cnabied te
commence faruruing operationé'noxt spring with
a largo acreage rcady for cultivation. From

.ail parts of the country corne reports of exten-
sivo operations in the direction of brcaking new
land. Even in the older settled portions af the
province, whero the area mînder crop lias not
bcen greatly extcnded of late, it is said that
farinera are breaking from 25 to 100> acres of
now land this summar. The abandant rainfall
of the present seaitoît promises tbcrdlore to
bring about a greater extension of thre crop area
for 1889, as compared with the presont ycar,
than bas been oxpcrienced for several years
past.

IT in ta, bc hoped our agriculturai impleinent
dealers amud others who handia binder twinc,
will takeo t ime by the forelock, and have a
pientiful supply of tw *ine on band. Very con-
siderable lois ani inconvenience bas beau causcd
to farinera in years past, owing to, the snppiy of
twine beconiing exbausted. After te first
supply of twinc hiad been used up, additionai
supplies bave oniy ben obtainable at a con-
siderably inerea 'sed ost, and this3 ai ter the
fariner had been obliged to wait tll hie grain
bad hecorjia over-ripa, whicb mucant additional
loss froma -waste and deterioration in the quaiity
of the grain. The crop is certain teobe a vcry
beavy ono this seas, at Ieast as regards the
bulk-of straw, conscquently a very large quan-
tity of twine will bc required per acre for bin.-
ing. Twino dealers, in procuring their supplies,
sbould inake àllowanco for the hoavy craps, us
-woll as for tho pstimatedl increaso in crop aria,
as compared witb lust year. It wonld be-better
th have a consîderabia surpluis- ai.t.wina left
ovor nt the eind of theo maaon thai ta hiave ci
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