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2 THE CRITIC

We were astonished some days ago to read in a country contemporary
a virulent autack on Halifax Society It scemed to us at the time of s0 low
and scandalous a nature that we thought it scarcely worth wlile to give it
any attention, and we now refrain from reproducing it fin the same reason
It appears, however, that it has found i ; way into several o her papers, and
has naturally caused no little indignation and annoyance.  Iv s difticult to
imagine what can have prompted such a wholesale slander  Emanating
from a distance it would srem that the writer can serrcely be in a josition
to know whercof he writes, and under any circumatances a hibel which
from the gencrality of its nature cannot be met does not redonnd to the
credit or reputation of the journal which so rashly published it

in the United States thete bave passed away during 1889, Miss Maiia
Mitchell, an astronomer of eminent sta: ding, who some o years ago wiote
a gharming manual called, * The Orbs of Heaven;” John Ericson, the emi-
nent physicist and engincer : Mrs, Hayes, wife of ex-1'resident Hayes, a lady
much lamented ; and lefferson Davis, ox-President of the Confedevate
States. Frence has lost General Faidherbe, cne of the ablest con.manders
of the Franco-German war, and M. Chevruaille, her wost disingwshed
chemist, at the great age of 103 ; while Russia loses the former cnergetic
Minister of the Intorior, Count “Tolatoi. ‘T'o these may beadded Charlotta
Patti, sister of the better known Adeling : Father Gavazz, the well-known
Italian agitator and preacher against the Papacy ; the Crown Prince Rudolph
of Austria, whose mysterious and melancholy end isstill fresh in the remem-
brance of all ; and the devoied Father Damien, who gave his life to minister
to lepers, and obtained a fittimg crown of martyrdom,

The birth of a New Year should be an era of renewed good resolutions,
These with many do not always blossom towards fruition without encour-
agement. If it were not for the gradually strengthening genial influences
of Spring the blossom would wither and fali, and the nich fruztion of golden
autumn would be wissing.  Nationally and Provincislly the past year has
given us all the encouragement that a comageous people should demand to
start them in the race for prosperity. The man isbut the type of the nation,
Without some mcasure of success, or at least without the consciousness
that he has mansged to hold his own, the ndividual manp, tnless be be
of exceptional fortitude to besr up against adversity, is apt—it is the weak
pess of human nature—to Japse into despondency. Let us hope there are
but few who have been so deal by the fates or by the untoward accidents
of life that they are altogether flattened, beaten and discouraged for future
and more sound and vigorous effort for all good, material prosperity inciuded.
With these few, perhaps somewhat tnte and hackneyed, reflections, we wish,
with all heartuiness, to all our friends— and we are thankful to be able to
say that their name is legion—a happy and prospe:ous New Year,

Sir Julius Vogel, formerly Premier of New Zealand, a gentlemnan whose
opinions on Colonial mauters have generally commsanded attention and
respect, has recently contributed an article to the N.neteenth Crafurn which
is scarcely calculated to add to the prestige of his discernment.  Sir Julius
considers that the proposed conference in the interests of Imperial Feder-
tion may help that cause by declaring with “all possible autherity”~—whatever
such a phrase may mean—that no Coluny has, or can have, any right to
declare its independence. We do not hesitate to declare our attachment to
British rule as it exists, on the broadest grounds of consideration of what is
best for Canada under present conditions, and we have always strongly
deprecated the premature and mischievous agitations of unsettling questions,
but it is far from difficult to imagine circumstances under which it might be
not only just and expedient, but absolutely necessary. 1o a great Colony to
take the step which the obstinate shortsighiedness of George the Third
forced on the Colonies which are now part of the Umited States.  Sir Julias
Vogel has on many occasions proved himsclf to be a statesman of no mean
calibre, but ia advocating such a theory as that to which we have alluded
he certainly seems to have evinced a retrogression from nineteenth century
ideas which is not a linle surprising. His sclection of the Nineteenth Cen-
fury for the promulgation of an exploded political dogma seems 10 us
particularly unhappy.

The Enpglish list of the moroa or less illustrious dead during 1889, com
prises John Bright, whose well-known characier and career require no com-
ment ; the venerable Duchess of Cambridge, mother of the present Duke,
at the advanced age of 91 ; Lord Blachford, for many years Under Secretary
for the Colonies, in whose term of office the British North America Act was
passed ; the Rt. Revd. J H. Mackarness, formerly Bishop of Oxford. Lord
Malmesbury, a veteran minister and diplomatist, who has published an
interesting book of his long reminiscences  Richd Pigott, the forger of the
Times-Parncll letters, who ecommitted suicide at Madrid , and, singularly
enough, Mr. Macdonald, wang. of the T™mes, who was so unpleasantly com-
promised by Pigott's unscrupuleusness  Sir Samue! Mourton Peto, Bart.,
the eminent engincer who constructed the Balaclava Railway at the ume of
the .C.rimcnn War; Sir Arthur Gore Ouscley, Mus. Doc., an emimnent
musician and composer ; and the pious, if eccentric, Lord Adalbert Cecil, who
met his death by drowning in the Bay of Quinte, swell out the list, but per-
haps the chicf ravages of the great consoler have been among the Lterats.
From their ranks will be missed the popular novclist Wilkic Collins ; Eliza
Cook, poctess, essayist, and magazive writer and proprietor ; Ed. Bradley,
better known as ¢ Cuthbert Bede ;" Martin Farquhar Tupper, the author of
¢ Proverbial Phflosaphys” De Chas. MacKay, poct, author and journalist;
and Jast but greatest the poet Robt. Browning. Lo theso must be added
the name of Sir Danicl Gooch, another eminent English engineer.

The epidemic of influenza which has spread over alinost every portion
of Fuiopa is still extendiog its ravages, and it is now reported to have
reached New York, If it continues to hold its course it may possibly over-
run the whole American Continent, or at least North America,  In such
an event, favored as Nova Scotia is with exemption from so many natural
inflictions, we can scarcely hope to escape this visitation. An attack of
influenza is not generally a very senious affair, and perhaps if the epidemic
is in the air, it is next to impossible to say how an attack may be averted.
All that can be recommended is as much care as can be taken to guard
against catehing cold.

At the ciose of an old and the opening of a new year it is patural to
thivk of tl:os2 more or less known to the world, who have passed to their
rest in the interval between one milestone aud another of the journey of
life. Canada will miss this year the Hon. Alex. Morris, one of the most
uprizh’ of her st2teemen ; Chiel Justice Palmer of P. E. L; the Hon John
Popr, late Minister of Railways , Judgo Gray of Bnush Columbia ; Lient.-
Col. Lamontagne, D A. G. of No. 4 Military District ; Lt.-Col. De Belle-
feule, District Paymaster of No §,, and the gallant Major Short, who loat
his valusble life in the performance of duty ; the Hon, T. B. Pardee, late
Crown l.ands Commissioner of (Intario, Archbishop Lynch of Toronto, und
the Hon Sydney Smith, a former czbinet minister  Nova Scotia has {ost
bz venerable Dr. Rand ; and her eminent geologist, Dr. Honeyman ; and
Halifax still remembers with regret the philanthropic 1. 8. Maclean. The
late 1.1.-Col. Mackinlay completes the list.
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We have recorded before in general terms the great material progress
which our Domiunion has made in the last year or two—especially in that
which has just now gone down the stream of time.  Among these may be
reckoned a considerable inerease of the facilities for inter-communication
between the provinces, largely due to the energy and caterprise of the C. P.
R., onc good result of which is the competition which has been provoked by
it ofthe G.I. R. Even as things stand the shortening of the journey to
Montreal and the Waest is no inconsiderable advance, while other lines which
have been surveyed promise yet further facilities, In every brauch of
manufacture the Dominion is advancing ¢ by leaps and buunds,” and as
our population increases, home markets will of course asswine larger pro-
portions, The pessimists have made a gallant, or at least an obstinate stand,
but pessimism is—let us be thankful—well nigh dead, and there are but
few to-day of the jnurnals, which a few months ago openly hsnkered after
claser connection with our southern neighbours, that have not ** struck their
topsails,” as Southey says in a fine passage of “* Madoc,” to the strong
breeze of arakening Canadian patriotism.  One source of wealth to which
it strikes us Canadian and especially Nova Scotian capitalists should now
givo their serious attention is iron ship-building. It is not creditable to us
that our splendid iron resources should be neglected as they are. Itis
acknowledged that our iron is not inferior to that of Sweden—why then,
except for lack of spint and energy, should we not take our place as one of
the firs% 1ron countries of the world?  Let our citizens of this Provisce pon-
der this and many other commercial problems which lic open to them, and
see if the year 1890 cannot be marked by an advance which will outstrip
that accomplished in 1889. These are the ideas with which the new year
should be inaugurated.

Mr. Austin Corbin and others have been credited with the idea of estab-
lishing a line of trans-atlantic steamships built expressly for first-class passen-
gers and mails, and therefore more expressly adapted for high speed and
quick passages than even the City of Paris and similar vessels.  Th- idea
has goue further, and plans and carefully calculated working drawitr gs of
an express Atlantic Steamsbip, which exceeds in theoretical perforaance
even that hinte@ at by Mr. Carbin have been seen by the editor ofthe Lngin
eering and Mining Journal, and by him endorsed as quite practical. * The
argument of the naval constructor is that it is asessential to obtain sppropri-
ate and ecouomic service by sea, to divide steamships into classes, as it has
long been found necessary to do on land in triin service. That even in the
casc of the Cily of Paris and similar vessels the efforts have all been in the
wrong direction, and that it would be cqually sensible to attach a few Pull-
man and ordinary coaches to every freight train, and by enormously increas-
ing the locomotive power of a few of them run these at express speed, and
look upon the result as a wonderful achievement and the perfection of
railroading.  In regard to the proposed vessel, no matter what size she is,
the displacement is reduced to a minimum in proportion to her size by the
abandonment of freight : 400 passenwers and their effects, and everything
connected with provisioning them for ive days, together with the weight of
mails carried would not exceed 150 tous, so that in the case of a steamship
400 feet loug, as called for by the plans above referred to, the carrying
capacity demanded is 2 mere tnfle in comparison to the total, and in effect
the proportions of weight and speed resolve themsclves into those goserning
the construction of a torpedo hnat.” A steamship constructed on this prin-
aple would make the run with ease between Sandy Hook and Qaeenstown
1n four days aud twelve hours, and having only passengers and mails to land,
and consequently short datendion in port, should be able to make five trips &
month. This scheme for;an ocean express is now well advanced, and the
movers in it would do well to consider the advisability of making the run
between Halifsx and Milford Ilaven. By adopting this route the time of
the ocean passage would be reduced to a minimum, and a fast express over
the Intercolonial iv contiection with the Flying Yankee at St. John would
land the passengers and mails in Boston and New York in twenty-four and

thirty hours respectively after therr arnval here,
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