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A correspondent writes to the Fmpire: ** Wil you suggest

to the Madl that a Pope, o Prior, and an Abbott were the
first three speakers for Sir Joun at the opening of Parhament ?
Is this anather Jesuit move, and will the weathercock call
the attention of ** the noble thirteen " to1t 2

When such a thing can happen at the opening of Parha-
ment it does look as if the Church were getting a grip on the
country.

Mr. D’Alton McCarthy, true to his promises to his Equal
Rights colleagues, has lost no time in giving notice of a bill to
abolish French as an official langunge 1n the Legislature and
courts of the North West Territories. Mr. McCarthy, in a
lengthy speech, introduced his bill in the House on Wednes-
day. It simply proposes to abolish the clause in the Nortli-
West Territories Act which provides for the official recogni-
tion of both the French und the English languages.

The House dues nut seena to e taken Mr. McCurthy very
scriouab , aud fruw first to last L cnevuntered, from both
sides, a running fire of criticism. Mr. Cliaplean, Mr.
Laurier, and Sir Jolin Macdunall spuhe Lriefly in auswer
to him. Mr. Lauricr thouglit it regrettable that Mr.
McCarthy Lad introduced into Lis caplavation a guod deal
of controverSinl matter, and there were many, he added, who
might perhiaps favonr the bill, who would not endose the
words with whick it Lad been introduced.  Tho First Mine-
ter remarked that iu addition to the impurtance of the bill
Mr. McCarthy's whole line of argutueut was of & kind to insulve
the most scrious and grave questions, whick wade it necessary
to take time to consiler vwliat Lis contentions led to and thy
consequences that would follow a Parliamentary assent to
them.  The first reading of the bill was allowed.  TLe debate
upuni the secund reading is Lhely o be second only to the
Jesuit Debate of last session in interest and importance.

the Vatican Council of 1870, left the Cathohe communion,

_and Las sitce been kuown only as the leader of what is hnown
as the ** old Catholic " heresy. Dr. Dollinger, who wasa pro-
fessor in the University of Munich, and a man of great eru-
dition, withheld his submission to the dogma of Papal Inful-
libility defined by the Council, aud shortly after scceded
from the Church, incurring by his public opposition to the
judgment and decision of the Council, sentence ofexcommuni-
cation. The position hoassumed in regard to the definition
was a highly illogical one. He conceded the infallibility of
an (Ecumenical Council; yet when he (Beumenical Council
of the Vatican declared the infallibility of the Pope speaking
in Council, Dr. Dollinger denied it. With his secession from
the Church his fame cuiminated ; he became the leader of a
wenk and inconspicuous heresy. At a Synod of the new sect
held at Bonn over which lie presided, it was decided ¢ to
abolish compulsory confession and fasting, to employ the ver-
nacular in public worship, to recognize the marriage of priests
as lawful, and to allow them to administer in their churches
the communion, in both kinds, to members of the Anglican
persuasion.”  With all his great gifts, now that he has gone,
it is seen how sad a failure his life las been. The ¢« Old
Catholic " movement died long ago. The incidont, it has
been commonly observed, emphasizes the truth that the most
brilliant of the Church’'s members can add nothing to hor
grandeur, and that, while true to her, they are great only be-
cause she is great.

Mr. Gladstone upon the announcement of Dr. Dollinger’s
death published an article giving sowe remimecences of the
great German scholar and concluding with an eloquent trib-
ute to his memory. * He is to bo honoured " Mr. Gladstone
has written ** fur attaiments purhiaps never sucpassed either
for eatent or sor the wonderful manuer i wlicls hie Lield thom
digested aud at command for uss.  Ho 15 to be Lonoared yot
more ferveutly because in Lun the spinit of sell was duwn-
trodden and eatinet that he might live o larger life, and bo-
cause pursuing truth in a spinit of cuutage he sel o great ex-
ample for generations to come.”

We presause it is ouly natural that Mi. Gladstone ohould
speah thus i calugy, fur hie also oppused the Vatican defiuition,
Mr. Gladstune, as our readers huow, wont to the paius of pub-
listung a pamphlet tu prove that the defuution was a menace
to all modern governments, and that the effect ol it was  to
place the loyalty and civil allegiance of o Catholic at the
mercy of avother,” Mr. Gladstune's
pamphlet, however, as the reply of Cardinal Newman
made it very apparent to the world, was based on an immense
misapprehension of the subject.

meamng the Pope.



