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Ass side of the shield, thera has conie a final separa-

_tion between those who if they could but sometimes
have changed places with cach other, might have
walked lovingly and helpfully together through life’s
journey.

There are many truths which are self-evident, and
upon which our feet cannot be too firmly planted.
But while there are points which we may not yield, it
is always well to remember that there are two sides to
every question.

MIRACLES IN BIBLE TIMES.

If miracles were so plentiful tn Bible tunes, why are
they not of common occurrence still?  Let us consider
for a moment: * Plentiful in Bible times.” What are
Bible times? One would like to know within a few
thousand years, or a tnfle like that, what times are
meant. If you think miracles were abundant during
all the centuries and millenninms of Bible times, you
are greatly mistaken. There is a general impression
that the Bible is 2 book full of miracles, which come
in at random as they do in the old heathen mytholo-
gies ; but those who pay any zttention to Bible per-
spective know better. Have you ever considered that
in the Book of Genesis, covering more than 2,000
years at the lowest computation, there Is not a single
miracle wrought by human agency? Adam works no
miracle; Abel works no miracle; Enoch works no
miracle ; even Abraham works no miracle. Nor one
of all the patriarchs. How diffcrent from all the old
mythologies, and how different from what 1t would
have been if this book had come to us mercly from
some dim mythological past. Even when God him-
self is represented as doing things out of the general
course of nature, it is only at long intervals, and very
rarely, as in the translation of Enoch, the judgment of
the flood, the confusion of tongues, the hirth of Isaac.
Remember that these events were centuries apart from
each other. Even if there had been a miracle for
every century, which there i1s not, you could scarcely
say that they were “ very plentiful.” If you look at
the history perspectively, you will learn first, that all
through Bible times, miracles we - not the rule, but
the axception ; and more particular.y that the miracles
cluster around particular epochs, when there was
special need for such signs of divine presence and
power; as at the time of the Exodus, after the long,
dark interval of Egyptian bondage: at the time of
Israel's deepest declension, when the prophets Elijah
and Elisha were called in a special way to witness for
the Lord : and above all in the tunes of Christ and
the founding of the Church, after the long and silent
interval from the Restoration to the Adven.. Docs
not this way of looking at the sacred bistory put the
Bible miracles in a very different and altozcther rea-
snnable light?—From Rev. Dr. F. M. Gibson's *Ages
Before Moses”

VISITATION OF THE SICK.

Of the spiritual preparation needed in order tobe a
son or daughter of consolation I will not now speak.
There are, however, a few practical points which a
missionary, Bible reader, or pastor, often overlooks.

1. Quietness of movement and voice. You do not
know how much the sick are annoyed by heavy steps,
slamming of doors, and loud speech. Said an octo-
genarian to me, ‘1 prefer your visits to those of ny
pastor, for he prays soloud.” Butif there is anything
worse than noise, it is whispering. The nervous suffer
more from this in the sick-room than from rudenessin
other forms, )

2. Cheerfulness. Incidents by the hour could be
related of physicians of body and soul whose sunny
natures were their best medicines. The writer un-
wittingly used to carry an anxious face into the pulpit.
The remark of his deacon about the pleasant expres-
sion of countenance which a neighbouring pastor wore
when he preached was a delicate hint and never for-
gotten. So at the bedside, even of the dying, sobriety
and cheerfulness may be comhined, not only in the
glance of the eye and intonation of voice, but in the
modes of conveying one's thoughts,

3. Truthfulness. Some affinm that it is right to de-

ceive both the sick and their fiiends, because it is
feared that neither can bear the truth,  Itis both cruel
and wicked to encourage false hopes of any kind, It
is right to say with a smile that we hope or pray that
we shall sec the sufferer better next time, or give some
such evasive answer to them. It may not be wrong
in delirium to play a little with the harmless fancies of
the insane, but this is no real exception. A New
York actor was recently prunounced * sound as a nut”
by a physician. In a few minutes he was a corpse,
the result of deep ulceration of the lungs. A hearty
laugh, at the table was the immediate occasion, A
lady in this city made a similar remark in regard to
the diagnosis of her family physicianin reference to a
daughter just before death, when he inust have known
the truth.

4. Remember littie things which relate to your own
safety and the comfort of the sick.

«a) Leave your outer garments, if possible, in an-
other room. “A bushel of cold” comes sometimes
with a sudden approach fromn outside air to the sensi-
tive person of the invalid. In contagious diseases,
fumigation of clothing is needed before returnjng to
one’s family. A friend has just buried his wife with
diphtheria, having neglected carein this matter.

(6) Don’tgivean icy hand to the sick. If your hand
is ungloved or cold, warm it before shaking - no, never
“shake” anybody’s hand, sick or well before faking
another’s hand in your grasp.

(¢) Don't kiss those sick with fevers or dangerous
diseases, specially on the lips. The daughter of Her
Majesty Queen Victoria paid her life for such a kiss.
1f a mother or wife 2/ kiss their sick companion or
child, press the brow or hand, and avoid inhaling the
breath, or swallowing afterwards without expectora-
tion. Still more objectionable is it to caress or kiss
the corpse. -

() Some medical men advise visitors to the sick to
sit elsewhere than between the fire and the bedside,
where the effluvia naturally would pass in the draft.

(e} Sit facing the sick when communicating with
them. Thoughtless visitors sometimes take a chair at
the head of the couch. The sufferer twists his neck
to get a sight, when by reversing the chair the partics
are vis-a-v4s. These are little things, but not unim-
portant, as many years’ observation in hospital and
sick-room proves.

(/) Visiting when one is fasting is not wise. Dis-
ease is more readily caught when one’s stomach is
empty. )

Other hints will follow. Meanwhile forget not what
Fredrika Bremer says: “ Sickness is not always an
evil, but often a good —a healing balsam, under whose
benign influence the soul rests after its hard struggles
and its wild storms are still! When at last we arise
with exhausted strength from the sick bed our souls
often awake as out of a long nmight into a new morn-
ing. So many things conspire to soften the feehngs—
the still room, the mild twilight through the window
curtains, the low voices, and more than ail, the kind
words of those who surround us, their attention, their
solicitude, perhaps a tear in their eyes,- -all this does us
good—essential good”—£. P. T, in “Tke Christian?

HOME RULE—PARENTS AND CHILDREN.

Arthur Helps in one of his essays remarks that the
extent and power of domestic rule are very greay, but
this is often overlooked by the persons who possess it,
and “they are rather apt to underrate the influence of
their own authority.” There is certainly little occa-
sion for knowing much about the nature of those
whom you intend only to restrain.  Coercion, however,
is but a small part of government. We should always,
therefore, be most anxious to avoid provoking the
rebel spirit of the will in those who are intrusted to our
guidance. We should not attempt to tiec them up to
their duties like galley slaves to their labour. "We
should be very careful that, in our anxiety to get the
outward part of our action performed to our mind, we
do not destroy that germ of spontancousness which
could alone give any significance to the action. “We
may insist upon a routine of propnieties being per-
formed with soldier-like precision, but there is no
drilling of men’z hearts.” Still less is there any such
drilling of the hearts of children,

—— =

True domestic rule, the rule of the home, not of the
hulks or the reformatory, 1s founded upon truth and
love.  If it has not both of these, it 1s nothing better
than a despousm. It requires the perpetual exercise
of love in its most extended form.  You must learn
the dispositiuns of those under you, and teach them to
understand yours. In order to do this you must
sympathise with them; for wpon your sympathy will
uften depend their truthfuiness.  Thus, you must per-
suadea child to place contidence in you, if you wish to
form an open and upright character. You cannot
terrify it into habits of truth, Un the contrary, its
canliest falschoods are oftener caused by fear than by
a wish to abtain its little ends by deceit. The child
is conscious of wrung, withuut knowing 1n what the
wrong consists.  Show the child that you sympathise
with it, and that it is not an outcast because 1t has
erred, and the foundation will be laid of a confidence
that will last through hfe, and will be more and more
of a shield and buckler as the child grows in years and
understanding.

Of course hi> own example must be the chief means
in any man's power, by which he can illustrate and
enforce those duties which hLe scehs to impress upon
his houschold. Neat to this, praise and blame are
among the strongest means which he possesses ; and
they should nut depend on his humour. A bit of
praise will not make up for a previous display of anger
not warranted by the occasion. Children are close
observers. They nutice tnconsistency and contradic-
tion as quickly as grown people do, brooding soiemnly
over the mysterious moral anthmetic which makes
two and two a sarying and most uncertain quantity.
A child oftentimes forgets that it should not do a par-
ticular thing ; but it rarely ever fails to observe the
contradiction when what is sharply rebuked to-day
goes unchidden on the morrow. Ridicule, in parti-
cular, is in general to be avoided. 1t is too strong a
remedy. Especially is it important to avoid directing
ridicule.against that which is good in itself, or which
may be the beginning of goodness.  To any attempt
at amendment we should be very kind., “ An idle
sneer, or 2 look of incredulity, has been the death of

‘many a good resolve.”

Mr. Helps suggests some general maxims which
may be of service to any anc in domestic authority
The first is to make as few crimes as he can, and not
to lay down those rules of practice which, from a care-
ful observation of theiy consequences, he has ascer-
tained to be salutary, ds if they were so many innate
truths, which al; persons alike must at once, and fully,
comprchend.  Let him not attempt to regulate other
people’s pleasures by his own tastes. In command-
ing, it will not always be superfluous for him to reflect
whether the thing commanded is possible. In pun-
ishing he should got consult his anger, nor in remitting
punishment his case. Let him consider whether any
part of what he is inclined to call disobedience may
have resulted from an insufficient expression of his
own wishes. He should be inclined to trust largely.
To these there is one maxim to add: Be heedful in
promising, but keep the promise to the letter, what-
ever the mnconvenicnce!

Above al! else, save the children from the agony of
feeling that they, are misunderstood. Who does not
remember the misenies of ltle David Copperfield,
when, placarded as a boy who bites, he is made the
jestand butt of theschool!  Children strive to do what
1s right more frequently than we think. When they
take their first tottering steps, how eager are we to
cheer and support them. What child was taught that
it was a sin to fall in its earliest journeying from its
tiny chair to mother’s arms! Shall we be less con-
siderate when it is treading, for the first time, the
paths of submission and obedience! Itis easy enough
to rule our homes in gentleness and peace, if we but
give to the government of our children a httle of the
thought we give to matters of less moment.  ‘Then will
they advance in goodness as in knowledge, trusting
those around them, honouring them and loving them,
fo to remain until they who are now childrer shall
have children of their own, and repeat, as teachers, the
sweet lessons they bave learned. In this wise, the
good that is donc by those who rule worthily lives after
them from generation to generation,



