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- A iiii to DISCUSSING rccently sonie féatures

CiaibNitser's. of life assurance withi oile who, w-heii
enigageci iii that cailitrg, had been

rerrîarkably successfül as a cativasser, hio gave uis
severai illustrations of tlîe inece.;sitv of one so enigaged
lîaving a good knowledge of liiait natu.re, and beilrg
enterprising eveii to boldrîess. Orme case is worth.
relating as a hint to those who solicit life assurance
business. One of his colleagues, after repeated efforts
to induce a wvell-to-do nierchant to take ont a policy
for $r,ooo, gave Iirni Up as a hiopcless case. HIe wvas
all the more vexed at his failure because the persom i e
hiad failed to secure liad shoîvu soiue intercst in life
assurance, more so thani is usuial witli those wlîo iav'e
decided flot to insure. Acting on this hint, our imr-
formant muade enquiries as to the financial position of
the mercliant and his circuistances iii other respects.
Having this krxowledge, he openied the caîxîpaigii, lay-
ing particular stress uponl the plea that one inaking
a good incoine slîouid inake sudl provision for his
family iii case of his decease as wotild protcct theni
from sinking into a lowver social sphere, certainly frovi
any approacli to poverty. Aftcr thus preparing tire
wvay for a direct appeal, lie retired wvitlî a promiiseý to
cail agairi. At the second interview lie lilaced an
application formi before the inerdant filled up for
$25,ooo, and carne awvay withi it sigmred, and ail pre-
liminaries settled. Soutie inothls afterivards lie got
anothersumn of $io,ooo taken, on a différent plair, and
bç,tli policies have inow been kept up for nany ycars.
The flrst solicitor lrad bc-crî repulsed siniply because lie
hiad wvourded the pride of tixis persori by urgimrg Iii
to take out a poiicy for sucli a trifle as Sr,ooo. Ai
itigh ; adapt your hook, and bait to thc fisli yoîr are
amglimig for ; no mnan is offended Iy the imputation of
being weil off; soine meni az~e very touclry at arything

they fanicy implies a doubt as to their financiai
resources ; tirese things should be ever borne in immd
by those working for life assurance business.

A ltie atiisg :O,~r of the inost lamentable, as it is
De>caton. also one of te xnost scandalous

features iii Anierican banking is the
defalcation of proininent officiais. These scandais
occur more frequently lin the United States than in al
the other parts of the worid where banks exist. Tro
anyone fqtiniiiar wvitii the systeru and the routine of
British and Caniadiain batiks it is nxost surprising iîow
such defalcations for suclh large aniounts cati be
possible, wlien their preventiori or detection in their
initiai stage is so easy, if the books are properly planned
and ordiiuary precaution exercised. New York was
startled this wveel, by the Shoe & Leather Bank
airnouincing tirat it had been swindied by one or two of
its clerks out of about $35oooo, by fraudulent practices
exteiidiirg over teriiyears. Over teriyears! Vet neyer
detected, or the least sigil of irregularity having
aroused suspicion. The officer who wvorked the scheme
had a confederate, but nothîng iii the bank's systeru
was desigrîcd to break sucli a combination as is done iu
arîy well marîaged office. He made a large number of
bogus entries, and transferred amounts from one accout
to another, taking large balances from one deposit
accounit to cover up -%ithdrawals fron another, that
wvas nmade the niediuru of the frauds, and passing
balances to and fro iii this wvay froru one account toi
another, so that it is beiieved zoo accounits have been
nanipulated iu carrying on the swindle. The reckiess
carelessmess, îlot only inside the banik, but on the part
of its custoiners, whicli rendered such a scheme success-
fuI, is a grave reflection on both banker and customer.
A banker lias a right to, the co-ciperation of his custo-
iiiers lu the prevention of fraud, just as much as the
custoiners hiave a clear dlaim on bankers to conduct
their business so as to prevent them being defrauded-
the obligation is nîutuai, for tue protection is a mutual
advantage. Wlhat about the pass-books of this bank ?
It is aimost impossible for so elaborate a systeni of false
entries to liave gonte on so long without some of the=
getting into the pass-books. If, as is the Rngiýh dus-
tom, those books hiad been written up by a cierk other
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