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MYTIHOLOGY-—-GHORT STORIES TOR THE YOUNG.

BY MRS, ELXINA D. SLENKER.

Yo, I—Suturn or Cronus.

Saturn is the Father of “the Gods,” e is the oldest of along
line of ancient divinities. TIo wus a mythical king of Italy, and
by the Rumans was dentified with the Greek god Cronus,
{ur Kronus) just as the Hindoo ged or Suviour Chrishna, secms |
to bo identified with the Christian Saviour Christ,

Saturn was a son of Terra, tho Goddess of Earth, and of Granus |
{ITeaven). Eurth in this caso was the wifo of r own son and |
bocame the motber of twelve children by Lhim. Theso twelvo were i
called The Titang. It would, in this age, bo thought to be an
awful gin for such rear relatives to marry, but among tho Ionian
Grocks whero tho women seldom saw tho men, such marriages
were very common, sud 8o also were they among tho old Biblo |
Patriarchs.  Abrsham, for example, married bis half sister Sarah, |
and Israc, Jacob and others wero wedded to uwe, or firs: cousiug, |
which rolatinnship, according to physicians and physwlogsts, s 4
as near in blood, and often nearer, than that of Lalf brothers and
sistera.

Saturn married his sistor Rhea, another of tho mighty raco of |
Titans, and they bad thres sons and threo daoghtors. Of theso
children Jupiter was tho youngest. Ioaven and Earth, tho
parents of Saturn, told him that tho fates had decrced that ho !
should bo deprived of his kingdom by ono of his sous, and to avert |
this hie devoured his children ag fast as they were born ; but his
wifo Rhoa, not liking tho idea of remaining childless, consulted
with lior parcnts as to how she might gave tho ifo of the unborn

!
|

Jupiter. Earth told him that as soon as the babe was born she
should wrap up a stone in liven and give that to Saturn, that ho
might swallow it thinking it to be his child. Sho did so and
the plot proved to o successful, for, God as he was, he never
noticed tho difference, but just gulped the bundle right down;
whilo tho infant was sccrotly conveyed to Crete, and theroin a
cave, was reared by the Nymphs. When ho grew up bo married
Metis (Prudenco), and sho administered a draught to Saturn
which caused him to cast up the stuno and his culdren, who bemng
Gods, wero immortal and indigestible. Tho rest of the Titans,
who bad allowed Saturn to rule bis Father's kingdom, provided ho
did not bring up any male childron, now hearing ho had done so,
dethroned and inprisoned him and his wife Rlea, but * as sovn as
Jupiter was grown he flow to deliver his father and replace him
upon his throne, but Saturn unmindful of this, conspired agninst
him, and Jupiter banished him frow his throne, and tho father ued
to Ttaly.™ Janus, the Italian King, received him kindly and
hospitably ; and oven shared his throne with him. Saturn busied
himself in civilizing the rude inlalitants of Italy, and teach-
ing them arts, scienco and agricultural, and his government
was 50 mild, kind and benificent, that his reigu was «alied “ The
golden age,” because of the happiness, peace and prospenty which
filled tho latd. Saturn, like our Jchovab, is gonerally pictured
as an old man bent through ags and inficnuity.  “In hix nght
hand he lolds a scytho with a serpent which bites its own tail,
an cmblem of Tino aud of tho revolution of the year. Iu bis lefy
hand he has a child which ho raises up as if instantly to Jovour
it" It is said a temple was built to Saturn on the CGapitohne
hill by Tatius, King of the Salines, and on his Statues woro
gonorally hung fetters in memory of the chains he woro when
imprisoned by Jupiter, consequently al slaves that obtained
their liberty goncrally dedicated their fetters to Saturn.

“ During tho Saturnalia thess chains wero taken from the
statucs to show tho froodom and independenco which maunkind
cnjoyed during the Golden age.” JTn Romo tho troasdry was in
his templo to show that sgricultaro was tho sourco of all wealth.
His stacuo was hollow and filled with oil ¢ probably to denoto the
fartility of Latium in olives.” Latiut is a town in Italy, where



