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but whithersoever they wont, to subsist entirely upon the charity
of those willing to entertain them ; at the same time threatening
etornal damnation on all thoso declining to permit themselves to |
bo ovorrun by thege peripatotic charity-seekers, thoso itinerant |
thaumaturgists 7 (Matt. x. ¢-16; Luke ix. 3-5). |

Was not the whole life of Jesus, from the incoption of hiy
ministry to his arrost in Gethsomuane, spent in this mauner, and
is such o lifo & pattern for us?  Must wo follow in the footsteps
of the Master, Christ,—renounco our friends, wives, childron,
liouses and lands, as Jesus commanded, and, gathering togother n
chosen band of ignorant proselytes, with a feeblo comprehonsion of
the grandour and oxtent of our missions and our teachings, full of
worldly ambition and intent upon guining the highest position at
our (supposed) command, as in caso of James and John (Mark x.
35.37) ; or waiting expectantly for a good round reward in the
way of possessions, houses, lands, etc., as did Peter (Matt. xix. 27-
29} ; or as iun the coso of the samo disciple, when convinced that
theso expectant possessions will never be realized, deny, with oaths,
all knowledge of us; or, like Judas, willing to betray us to torturo
md death fora handful of silver,—shall we, with these chosen
bands of unsslfish followe:s, go prowling about tho country, with-
out # penny in our pockets, billeting ourselves and bands upon ;
whatever charitable and kind-hearted poople we may encounter ; |
aund, at the samo time, consign to the lowest hell all thoso refusing
to receive and feast theso wandering vagrants, these circumforn- :
nean tramps; and, all thoso citics and towns unwilling to believe °
in the diviro mission of oumrsclves and lands, denouncoe in unmea- :
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sured terms es hell-deserving, reserved in wrath for fiery indigna- |
tion ¥ (Matt xi. 20-24) Wo think that oven the most infatuated
Bibliolator 11ust confess, that in this particalar, Jesus cannot Lo
taken as our :ruide, as a pattern.

Again, Jesus, although engaged in teaching somo very useful
sud practicablo precepts, laboring, as best ho could no doubt, to
induce his poeoplo to accept tho highor teachings of bhis day and
thus lift themeclves to & moro elovated moral plane, yet so con-
ducted himself,—was so far carried away by fanatical zeal—
as to incenso the authorities against him; having, through his
imprudenco and that of the enthusiastic multitude, suffered him-
sel¥ to Lo hailed as the King of the Jows, thus making himself a
political offender : this being the more flagrant on account of tho
great publicity attending his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the
capital city of the kingdowm, attended by e tumultuous mob of his
partizans, heralding him ay their king ; theroby placing bimself in
conflict with the regularly constituted authorities of the country,—
incurring the chargo of sodition, insurrection, treason. This very
unwiso conduct on his part, this placing himself in antagonism
with the Roman authoritics, was followed, immediately upon his
entry into Jerusalem, by tho violent disturbance created by him
in the temple,—tho Holy of Holies of the Jewish religion, regarded
as of peculiar sanctity, as tho abode of Jehovah himself. This
sanctity Jesus outraged by his forcible expulsion trom the temple-
court of thoso engagad in legitimate traflic,~their business being
indispensably requisite for the proper observanco of temploservice.

Coupled with this uncalled-for, extravagant, and fanatical pro-
coeding, hio daily, in the temple and public thoroughfares, leveled
fierco tirados against thorulers and leading clarses of the Jows,
full of reproachful sarcasm and bitter invectivo ; thus placing him-
self in deadly opposition, not only to tho Foman Government by
his arbitrary assumptions of regal dignity and power, but to the
suttority of the Jowish Sanhedrim,—the Scribes, Elders and Chief
Priosts. Tho natural resultant thereof followed hard upon. In a
fow days after his triumpbant (i) rido into the Holy City, ho was
arrestad both as a political and ecclesiastical offender, guilty unto
death by both the Jewish and tho Roman Law ; and, being speed-
ily condemned, was put to death, thereby through his foolish fan
aticism, bringing toan untimoly end his, in some respocts, prom-
ising caroer.

. ers being themselves Masters and Tenchers in person.

Had Jesus displayed moro forethought and discrotion in his
s1yings snd actions; restraining the impetaosity of his ardent
temporament ; kooping in chock tho fiery zoal over threatening to
burst tho bounds of moderation and dispassionate sway,—had ho

dono this, he would undoubtedly, have accomplished much more
good than really attended bis brief ministry. As it was, his auc-
cess among the Jows was fooblo indeed, ho and his claims as their
Messinh having been almost universally rejected by thom from
that day to this.

Jesng' life beinyg an oxample for our guidance, we should, ac-
cordingly, violently and abusively denounce the existing rulers in
church und state on street-corners and in tho busy marts of trude,
in church and cathedral, chapel and meoting-house ; take forcible
possession of the places of religious worship of those differing from
oarselves, drive out the pewholders and stockholders, und sot up,
instead, our authority as Heaven-appointed teachors and judges of
the world. 'Woe should also proclaim’oursolves sovereign rulers of
tho countries in which woe reside,—in America, Presidonts; in
England, Kings or Queens,—and by this means alicnate from us
the esteem and confidonco of all respectable, law-abiding people,
and bring ourselves i. conflict with the governmental authorities ;
being very lucky if wo do not thereby end our days in the State-
prison. or on the gallows. Surely, in this matter, orr Christian
brethren will hardly agsert thet we should regard Jesuvs as our
Great Exomplar.

Besides, if Jesus be the guide of humanity, not & few alone, but
all persons should walk in his footsteps ; ergo, to follow his ox-
amplo, the entire human family should constitute themselves
mendicant preachers and wiracle-workers, with bands of chosen
disciples nccompanying them ; but as each person would be himself

. or horself a preacher, it would bo impossible for anyone to obtain

disciples,~all thoso whom it would be desired to secure ss follow-
Moreover,
if all persons wero engaged in the business of parable-preaching
and in the practico of sacred thaumaturgy, there would be no

to whom to reach or upon whom to work miracles; unless,
indeed, it were dono to and upon each other. A pitiable condition
then, would the world be in, truly ! Al science, all art, =il in-
dustry, all civilization and culture, would cease, and the blooming
carth bo speedily transformed into a howling waste and a desert
wild. So much for making Jesus our model in the conduct of our
worldly affuirs.

We havo thus scen that ne portion of the life of Jesus can be
taken as an ensample for our imitation or emulation. His life
previous to his public winistry was wasted, ro far as the rendering
of any assistance to mankind was concerned. His life during his
public career was wholly foreign to that necessary for us to lead
in the nincteenth century, and was suddenly brought to & standatill
through his having provoked his own death. How then can Jesus
bo truthfully ch-racterized as our prototype, our guide, our
pattern? No one, in sooth, has evor really attempted to follow
him in his modo of life ; save, oceasionslly, a fewr pious, deluden
souls, all of whon are invariably classed as insane, lunatic, do-
mented, by ull sensible persons, The world has never seen a true
follower of Josus and nover will. No two persons over have lived
or can live, precisely tha samo life.  Each one must be true to his
or her own individuality ; honco, tho absurdity of sotting up any
one porson as a perfect pattern of a perfect man, by whom our
lives should be moulded and fashioned.
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No ono can give the history of the early Christians a careful
and impartial study without perceiving that the whols stupendous
fabric is built upon fraud and imposition. This is glaringly
apparent, oven though the wholo combined cfforts of the different
scets, and a1l outsido Leliovers, who found thoir faith upon the
hible, have been turned towanrds destroying all ovidonco possible
that goos against it, whilo they cach and overy one, collectod and
carcfully made uso of all thoy couls adduce in its favor. But it
has had its day. Its downfall i sure and ocortain. Scienco is
battering at its old, timo-worn walls, and already breach after

| breach has boen offectod, and tho whole tottering edifice trombles

upon its basoless foundation.—JA{rs. E. D. Slenker.



