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duscovor to us that amongmtoaers theocases
of Abram and Jacob are ln point, anti
highly instructivc. In thu fourteenth
chapter of Genet!is wo bave an accout
of theBattie ofthe Kings. Lot istaken
risner, and ail his god taken with
hi m. Abrain, bearing of Lot's captivity,

armas Lis trained servants, we are tolti
only .118 in number; small in compari-
son with those againmt whom they went.
H1e defeats them, and rescues Lot and
ail the persons and goods that Lad been
carrieti off. It vas to God that Lie owcd
this victory, and he acknowiedgos it as
sueh, for on Lis roturu ho meots Meichi-
zedek, (j'od's higli priest, andi gave him a
tenth of ail thse spoils. Abram's claini
te, these goots lay in his baving recover-
cd theni in battUe, andi this dlaim the
King of Sodom vas villing to acknow-
letige, but Abramu woultinuot profit by
it for Limsol7. I viii flot tako," hoe
saiti, "1anything that is thine, lest thon
shouldst say, Il have matie Abrami
ricli."

Abrani's fift is acceptoti b Melehize-
dek a-% him riglt. As Go's Hiph Priest
he blesses Abrami, and as Gods'é>riest lie
receivestithesfrombhlm. Oneappears.just
as oeuch a part of his office as the other1
andi this gift of a tenth vas on the part
of Aoram an act of religion. It was
net requireti by Melchizedek because lie
was pour andi needeti it, for Le vas a
king as veil as a priest, andi vas ne
doubt a richer man than Abram. It vas
purel7 an act of religion, as 1 think St.
Paul teaches in the seventh chapter of
the Hebrows. Se vo conclude that
ý-very chilti of Go t i'oul.l regard him-
self as bound te offier unto the Lord at
least one-tenth of ail that Goti las be-
stowed upon hlm. Let us nov for a
fev moments turn our attention to
Jacob; to escape the furv of bis provok-
eti andi injureti brother Lsaut, ho leaves
lmt fathe'm homte andi takos bis >ourney
tovards Bethel. Up to this time vo
have reason te believe that lie vas in
every sense a worldling of a grasping

Îpri, and did flot hesitate te, stoep to
àlanof deceitfulness and ace of injus-

Hie ia love of the worîti ledham mnto
sin, anti that in drove hlm froin bis fa-
ther' boume, an outcast le the vorid.

He wisheti te deprive him brother of
his birthright and ta get al him father's
property; and by that very mnho

va-s driven frein it ail. He littie thouglit
lîow soon a rotributive Providence would
overtake hlm. lVhen the sbadows of
nigbt came down arounti hlm, Lie feit Lis
desolate anti lonely situation, andi no
doubt Lie looketi to Goti that niglit ashle
Lad nover looketi befere. He laid humi-
self down to leep, feeling that Goti wu
Lis only refuge. and resolving te rock
Ilini for Lis guide andi belp. H1e feels
nov that hoe bas neoti of protection front
an eye that nover sleeps andi a handi
that neyer grows veary. The God of
Abramn anti Isaac was not uninntful ef
their penitent son. He o ugLt the Lord
and lie Leard bini anti telivered hlmi
fromi aIl his fears. The Holy Spirit
visited Lita with His converting grace,
anti God reveals Himself te hlmi in a
venderful mianner, andti hLairs froni
Heaven the assuring proinise of provi-
sion for the life that nov is, as weil as
that which ia to cerne. Jacob's mind
vas onligliteneti by the Holy Spirit anti
his hoart vas toucheti, anti froin that
day Lie was a changeti man--ciangeti
front selfishness te generosity, anti go
enteroti upon a nov course of life. Anti
aithougli Lis buman nature ofien assert-
eti its power, stili it was overceme by
grade. And now Jacob makes a pro-
mise te Gcti. "If Goti viii ho with me,
anti viii keep me le the vay that 1 g?,
anti vil give me breati te, eat anti rat-
ment to put on, se that 1 cone again to
my father's house i n peace, thon shail
the Lord b. îny Goti; anti this stone,
which I have met for a pillar, shall ho
God'A Louse; anti of ail that. Thon shah.

vnie wili surely give a tenth te,
bhee. Here vo seo a giorieus change,

such as vo shoulti oxpeet to me in every
converteti man and woman. Before, ail
hoe wanteti vas the worîti, andi, like too
many nov, ail the woriti vould Lartily
satisfy hlm. But now hoe only askm for
food anti riment for hiniseif, anti is vii-
ling te promise Goti a tenth of ail Ho
secs fit in His providence to, give hlm.
Oh! v hat a connection there is between
the conversion of the seul anti liberal-
ity te the cause of Goti i It is often
very marked. In genuine revivait of
religion the churches fint iIt casier te
maise money than thoy do vhen they are
colti anti nelig-ent.

Jacob firmt gave bimself to God, anti
then promiseti that as long as ho liveti


