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have preserved your son, and 1bless God
for cuabling meoto doso. Thethought that
1 have beenof useto a fellow-creature, and
done my duty, is reward enough for me.”
The merchant was for amoment too much
surprised to reply. ¢ Excellent man,” suid
ke, at length, ¢ I will not aguin hurt you
by offering what is not worthyof you. But
you have luid me under an obligacion, of
which T must in some way or other relieve
myself. Tell me then, is there any thing
that I can do for you ?” Nothing, sir;”
respectful'y returned Thomas,” with health,
honest, though hard employment, the best
of fathers, of wives and chrildren, what can
I desire that wealth and interest canprocure?
Some of my companions, however, are not
sowell off, they will be glad of your bounty ;
give therefore to them, if you please, in-
stead of tome, and I shall be doubly reward-
Thomas looked toward his father for
his approbation. ¢ You have done right,
very right,” said the Luiter, in a tone of hon-
est exultation. *¢ Iam a happy old man,”
continued he, turning to the merchant, ¢ the
life of a sonisdear, but the virtue of a son
s dearer.” ‘¢ Dad,” said Tom, who though
unoble fully to comprehend the nobleness
of his father’s conduct, felt in his heart that
there was something much to admire in it,
¢ T wich I was big enough to save a man.”
s And I too,” said Robert, «“ Oh I am so
happy ! 1 said [ liked Christmas-day
betier than any other day in the year, and
so ¥ always shall.  Yes, let me live aslong
as I may, Ishall never forget Christmas-
eve.” < Let it be the mercy then that you
remember,” eaid his grandfather, “ notthe
distress that marked it, and let gratitude
dwell in your hearts forever.”

DESCRIPTION OF A WELCH LABORER’S
COTTAGE.

Tt was one of those poor huts that are

thinly sprinkled by the sides of the hills, [

inhabited by peaters and shepherds. As
we approached, first one, and then two more
fine children, alimost in a state of naked-
ness, ran out to see what little Toby, the
dog, could be so alarmed at. A stoutfresh
colored woman, with dark sparkling eyes
and Black bair, made her appearance ; who
seeing our condition, welcomed us, by the
most inviting souuds in her language, to her
cot. Itwas parlly formed by a hollow in
the slate rook, and partly by walls of mud,
mixed with chopped rushes, covered with
segs, and having a wattled, or basket-
worked chimney ; the entrance wasat the
gable end, facing the south east, which was
defended during the night, or in very cold
weather by a wattled hurdle; ‘covered with
rushes. A wall of turf for fuel, served as
a partition for the bed-room, furnished with
2 i;:ml of heath, and diied rushes in one

comer. The furniture was such as uecessi-

* ty dictated ; some loose stones formed the

grate ; two large ones with a p! ink across,
supplied the place of chairs ; nkettle, with
a backstone tor baking oaten cakes, an-
swered every purpose for cookiug ; end two
coarse carthen pitchers stood by, for the
preserving, or carrying water aud dodgriafel,
the usual beverage of the tumily., Onour
making some inquiries respecting the neigh-
borhood, she expressed a wish that her
husband had been at home, ashe would
have been able to have given us the desived
information. ¢ You have a husband,
then 7’ said I.  'With a smile of approba-
tion on her face, she replied. ¢* Yes, blessed
be God; he and his father before him,
whero bornhere; 1 am s happy as any of
the greatfolks,for ke loves me and his chil-
dren, sud works very hard, and we want
for nothing thst he can get forus, Heisa
peater, digging peat in the adjucent moors,
and carrying it for sale” Asking what
wages he night got, she said, « that de-
rends upon the wepther, sometimes six shil-
ings in the week, and sometimes three or
four ; they had a little cow on the lease,
and & few sheep on the hills’? ¢ What
assistapce do you yourself give 7" said 1.
She observed, shaking her head at the time,
“ that she could do very little; her work
was lnitting, at which, with assistance of
her two cldest girls, one five, and the other
seven years old, if not interrupted, they
could earn five pence & day, but that the
younger children engrosced much of her
time. Now, recollect they had to maintain
a family of seven; atan, his wife, and five
children ! The mother leoked in health,
and the children though tlinly clad, ruddy
and smiling. .

o ~———What alag ?

Has o’cr their littlo lin.bs its livery hung

Tn many a tattered fold ; yetstiil thosolimbs

Areshapely ; their rude locks start from theis brow,

Yet on that open brew, its dearest throne,

Sita sweet sintplicity 1

Indeed, there did not appear any thing
like the misery and filth observable in the
dwellings of many of the poor, avhose week-
ly income is four orsix times as great.
Though the floor was forted of the native
rock, it -was regularly swept with a besom
made of segs, bound with a band of the
same, and the .fuel, was as regularly piled
as bread on 2 baker's shelves, All ap-
peared in order ; but the air of content ap-
parcat in the Jooks of this hnmble cottager
and hker family, put us all justly to the
blush ! and a multitude of  superior
blessings two often abused rushed in.
stantly upon our recollection, at witnessing
so much repson and gratitude in the ka-
bitation of strait poverty. If we had
reason to be thankful that we were not con-
strained thus to exrn our bread, and live se
cluded amidst these mountains, we had still
mwore 5o for the cducation which had given
us greater degroes of knowledge, and, if not
lost to onrmclics, of greater, happiness.

N

We were anxipus‘to know in what school
this woman had learnt so important g les.
son.  « Sir," snys she, “* we regularly go to
yonder church, (pointing to tho hills,)
where we hear that all we have is the giftof
God; and that if we possess health and
strength, we possess more than we deserve,
If, scusible og‘ our utter unworthiness, ‘we
sincerely beliove in the Redeemer, and,
tollowing kis example, perform the duties
enjoined on us in his gospel, relying for
assistance on his Holy Spirit, conducting
ourselves with propriety in that state of life
in which it _has pleased God to call us, we
shall, after deoth, change this poor uncertain
life for a better, where we shall be for ever
happy ; end the frequent burial of our
friends and neighbors informs us daly, that
this cvent can be at no great distance.”
Astonishied at so much good sense and picty,
where I so iittle expeoted to find it, I ox=y
claimed, ¢ Just step into this humble

ye rich aud gay, and learn that happix
yeso earnestly seek in vain, @ happi
which neither wealth nor pleasuse caw
stow.”

Lear Yrar.—The coming year, 1836,
will be, what is denvminated in the alman-
acks, bissextile or leap year, containing one
day more than the ordinary years, by the
addition of twenty-four hours to the second
montl, Iebruery, Leap yeor isa mostim.
portant year to ull unmariied people, inas-
much as during its continuance it is the es-
pecial prerogative of ladies to make love ta
the gentleraen, and the especial duty of
geuntlemen, under very severe penaltics, to
accept and reciprocate the protfers of love
from the other sex. The authority for this
regulation is frand in an old volume, enti-
tled ¢ Courtship, Love, and Matrimony,”

rinted in the year 1606, which has letely
fallen into the possession of the editor.f tha
New-York Transeript, and from which the
annexed extract is made :

 Albeit, it isnowe become a part of the
Common Lawe, in rego d to the social re-
latious of life, that as often as every bessex-
tile year doth return, the ladyes have “the
sole privilege during the time it continueth,
of making love unto the men,” which they
may doe cither by vordes or by lookes, as
unto them it cecmeth proper; and more-
over, no man shall be entitled unto the be-
nefit of Clergy who doth refuse to accept
the offers of aladye, or who doth in asy
wise treaie her proposal with slight or con-
tumely.” ’

l

Four Rules for Composition.—Be cor
tain first that you mean something.  Thes
be certain what it is that you do mesn. B
certain thatwhatyou have to say is wortk
saying ; and then be certain that you hare
said it—N. B, Galrry,



