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severiil circles of acquitintaneies, so, Mihen you inake fricnds of some
books, they rcl'er to otheî's in suehi a wiay that youi want to eii'irge
your ciî'cle and includfe in it those -w'hon tiey eoinmnend It is
thus of ser-ioins importance that, in oui- Iiba'ary as ihi oui' lifo, w'e
select oui' fî'aends wisely, for tie chtrmn QIf life dcpends Iaî'goly on
hiaviwng frien<ls and on lma'ingr those of the rî'iIt soi't. Our books
arc not the molre iIl 1l)leIlOneltS, of our catlliugr, like a caa'pcnter"s
tools or an accountant's tables :thcey are iis wvith whomn 'o
take0 counrse), and wîho, liy ivisàozu 0- b3, Ivit, by fantcy or by ex-
pe'iencc, by welI-built thoiis or by gacthcred stores of facts,
give uis thec best thiey hiave.

It goes withiout sayingr that evon the smnallest chiosen Iibî'ary
should contain somne of the standard w'oiks that lhav' suî'vived the
centuries. \Vc in.iglît assumiie, evon beforo w'c road thean, tlîat
thero nitst Uc max'vellous v'ital!ity ini the few~ book-s thiat have
outhived the Chancres since the dnys of 1-lomol'r oî' of Plato, that
,whorc so iiuchl 'as east as " rubbishi to the void " soinc sing'uIar
mnt nmust have been fonnd iii thoso that Mie destr'oyoe' spa'e.
Timie, w'ith his wiinnowing( fan, ha.- Ieft us v'ory littie of' ttce
literaturo of the fa~r past, and w~e nighit infer thiat that littlo -,'as
anug the 6ne(,-t of the w'heat. Wordsworth says thiat "t'.egCood
die youngcr, bat it is not so with books, or, if it w'ore, 1mnanly an
autlori'vhose voî'ks areo forgotton ini a mionth i uglt eomfo't
hiixeht by rgrigtheir early dcath as oe'idence of thieir 'reat
meî'it. In the %%'o1.1d of books it us the "0ood that livo long. WhIat
bigU-ý'er testimon.y eould Uc given to theli' excellence thanl tgf.t
they shonld he passed on froni celntury to Cenitury w'ithi the approv-
ifl< stampo successive crneti''o ( ron ""' te orzuap% eflnauonsaîn ~c 'I
0f t'iosec grandf ol iuastors," «' ose (listant footsteps ochio tha'ough
thie corni(l>1s of tinie," soino shouId Uc foinud on the siluive.; of
evoî'y ininistcr's libî'ary. So, too, f'oi o11)' stauaî nli sh
wi'iters thero uanust Uc ai selection, he it irage or sinall, cisc wle
shall w'ondei' to whiat pui'pose the minnîster spent the ycan's of li3
university cour'se. If. iii any of oui' manse's. yon wv slied to refer
to some pass-Ige in Shakespear'e or IiJtoin (>1 Bu'ns yon 11'uuld
ask for these as cotifidlently as yon %î'ouldl asic for a eciecordanitco
or for a dictionax'y. It may be diflicult, ani bore it is flot
Ineccssarv, to <lrw up a list cle the books that uaighit thus ho
î'egardod as essoutial to amy w'd I chosen libra'y, and iu any suchl


