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judgmient unfavorable to St. Coliîille, and Colmecille mLlstered the
nortliern clans against Tara. l'le King of Connauglit's son had,
in a moment of passion, siain one of the royal stewards during a
quarrel in Tara. The Iii king liad condemned the slayer to, death.
The King of Connaughit lent his aid to the Ulster rebels, and Der-
mot's army was routed, wvitlî terrible slaughter. at Cooldrevney,
near Sligo. St. Colmceille, in bitter remorse for whiat lie had done,
exiled hiniself fromi Ireland forever.

A state offic:al, abroad on the highi king's business, wvas mur-
dered by Gu.ary, King of Connaught. The offender fied for sanctu-
ary to St. Ruadhan of Lorrhia, who twice gave him shelter in bis
monàastery. But I)ermot discovered lus hiding-place, dragged hirn
thence and put hîmi to dcath. St. Ruadhan and bis monks there-
upon cursed Tara and aIl within it with a deep and abiding curse,
s0 that thereafter tH seat of kingship wa,.ýs deserted. ht was a fatal
and a terrible error. The central authority lost its prestige with
the abandonmient of Tara, and Dermot's noble dream of nation-
making carne to naught. H-e hirnself stayed with Tara to the last.
I-is enemies m.ade headway, how'ever, and, striving to rally the loyal
chiefs to bis cause, he was assassinated, under circumstances of
peculiar atrocity, at Mfovlinny, in Ulster.

There is a spot on Tara Hill which the country folk cali the
"Croppies' «Grave." It marks the scene of one of those disastrous
episodes wliich abound in the history of tHie Rebellion of 1798.
There, one day earlv in the insurrection year, four iitndred of the
Me1catlî United M4en wcvre shot down by ycomianry. Ther-e t.I --, died,
back to back, pike and fowling-piece their wcapons, facing the ar-
tillery, fighting to thie bitter -end. After the battle wvas over the
siain patriots were buried where they felI. The bodies of tlie rebel-
martyrs: of '98 could find no nobler, no nmore fitting resting-place
than-the spot where they lie, enslîrined by glorious reIics' of 1Eire's
mighty past-pîound, pillarstone, altar of the Druids--or Tearnhair
ia,, Rioghi-Tara of the Rings.
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