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—Carree Knaep vy Lientsive.—Lynden,
Ont, April 7th.—Last mght Mr. John Lee, Jr,
who lives three miles north from here, had six
hiead of cattle and four horses killed by light.
niug while standing in the stable. The buaild.
ings were not much damaged, being sonte dis-
tance {rom the house.

Thunder storw, Montreal and light snow fall
2nd April—Heavy snow, Quebec—April 5th,
temporature below the freezing point over the
greater porlion of Canada—Gale on the Lakee.

Ieavy thunderstorm, Ottawa, night of the
8th April.

Snow and Cold.

—Theo snow-fall at Winnipeg this Spring was
grester than for a great number of years.

~Very stormy weather in the Bay of Fundy
lst week of April,

—Snow-falls in Nova Scotia April Tth; also
in New Brunswick the entry of the month was
very stormy.

‘The heaviest snow storm of the season set in
last evening from the east and continued rag
ing until noon to-day, when it mederated. The
drifts in game places are aight feet high, mak-
ing locomotion very difficult.~ Quebec 2nd.

—Wixsirsg, April 7th—A train with 800
emigrants is frozen in three miles from the
nearest gource of supplies. Provisions are be-
ing carried by a rolief train. It will be three
or four days before the train can be got out.
A man is dyiog iu the train, There is no dan-
ger of starvation; but fuel ard light may give out.
An April Snow-storm, Hudsan, N.Y.

Last night there was quite a sharp snow-
gtorm in the eastern part of the country. At
Hilledale at least two inches covered the
ground, and this morning the Berkshira Hills
were as white as in mid-winter — Apri? Oth,

Drespry, Ohio, April 10 —Three inches of
snow fell here to-day,

Ixp1anapoLis, April '1—Reports in various
parts of the State indicate that a bard freeze
haskilled the fruit.

New York, April 11— Dispatches from various
parts of the country show that the cold snaps
have done come injury to fruits and grain. The
damago, however, is a2 yat not serious,

The Newfoundland coast is completely
blacked with ice. The steamers plying be
tiween Halifax and St. Johns have experienced
very severe weather this season,

Snow-storm sagain, New Brunswick, April
11th,

Fine April, Winnipeg,

Canals opened for navigation, Albany, N.Y.,
by 11th April.

Firat steemboat, Monireal, 11th April,

We had snow-flurries again onthe 11th of the
montl, with minimua temperature of 179.6.

The Faruer's Friesp and Praxtrr's Guie is
being most favorably noticed by the press
everywhere. It is thought that one miilion and
& half copies will be sold. We give this work
to every subscriber to the Wraruer Briierix
free, commencing with the May number.

Sr. Jonxs, Que., April 12th.—~About three
inches of snow has fallen and it is still snow-
ing hard.

Birds and Wenther.
THE DLUKBIRD,

——

HARRIRT R, PAYNE.

A dreamy hazo of sunlight floats
Across the shining fields of snow,
And, rippling through the glory, flow
A few delicious, liquid notes.

It is tho first warm day of upring,
When tender breezes wander by;
Aud bluer than the soft blue sky

1sce the bluebird's radiont wing.

Thy wessage, gentle bird, I knov,
Immortal hope thou bringest mo
Of love and beauty yet to be ;

Of sumaers sure beyond the snow.

When bluebirds sing, and try their tenor,
Then is it spring ? not always says Venunor.

The Blue Robin, as the bird is frequently
termed, is among the first arrivals along the
St. Lawrence Valley. It closely follows up the
northward progress of the spring weather, and
is generally some time ahead of either the
swallow or gong sparrow. Its advent is bailed
with delight every where. On the return of
the birds in the autumn, on their southward
migration, the color of their plumage is dull
and they present a different appearance than
when on their spring migration.

The little Indigo bird—also blue—is an en.
tirely distinct species, and arrives much later
on in the season,

The JFewee, or Pewit, a fiy-catcher, iz also
among the very ficst arrivals, and may be al-
ways seen and heard near streams, bridges, old
mills and other watering sites.

The Raven—Some New Facts.

We have both Crows and Ravens in Canada.
The former, as everyone knows, are abundant,
while the latter are vory rare. The Raven,
amongst other places, nests and rears its
young iu solitude of the Grent Mamitoulin Is.
land on Lake Huron. Here its solemn croak
may be heard on most of the inland lakes. It
nestsboth in the dead trees and on the cliffe
of limestone, which are 8o marked a feature of
this particular section of Canada.

of its eggs, which compare very closely with
those of tho crow. The bird is hard to get at,
and has extremely keen vision; but when
guarding its newly-fladged youung, 1t shows both
courage and fierceness, The Raven is also
met with towards the sources of the Ottawa,
(3atineau, Liévres and Rouge rivers, and what
is singular—aund to us a new fact or trait in itg
habit—is that we have bzen informed by In.
dians and lumbermen, that the bitd remains in
these resorts all through the winter, visiting
them at their meals in camp in company with
the “Whiskey Jacks,” or Capada Jays, (of
which wo intend to treat in a future issue) and
stealing provisions whenever the opportunity
sceurs,

Tho following olipping in this connection,
which has recently appeared in saveral news-
papers, miy be found of interest i—

We have |
examined its nest and taken many specimens |

“ Professor Linden said a good word theother ’ ;
day at Buffulo for that much perscouted bird,
the common orow. The orow of Awericn be

longs to a soattered fumily of about two hun {;
dred species, inoluding among them tho Luz
zard, jay, raven and magpie. Of the genus <
proper to which tho craw belongs. seven ex | -
amples are found in tho United States, the 1.
greab black raven being at the bead, In the ?
wildernoss about one hundred miles from Ruf
falo, on tho shores of Lake Ontario, ravens ;-
wore found. Their nests were 80 secluded ay '
raraly to hio discovered. So wary wero the birls |
that Mr. Linden had found it impossible to ob
tain a specimen. They were reported miore :
abundant on the Canada shore of Lake Ontaro,

but it was impossible to prooure a specimen
even there, though a liberal reward had been i
offered. The orow was only preserved from
anpihilation by its great cunning. Even m | -
captivity the bird displays o degree of sagacity } <
which almost resembled human inteolligence 1 .
Mr. Linden admitted that the crow could hard

ly be called a stweot singer; still when tamed,

ho made a very intoresting pet. On the whole, =
he might safely be set down ss a useful birl
and areal friend of the fariner. He ealslarge -
quantities of noxious insects, and though he ~ .
hias o bad habit of pulling up your tender shoats
of grain, it was & question whether the damage
was not more than compensated bﬂ the num

ber of larveo of beetles thus® brought to Ligi -
and devoured.”

Our Wood-peckers. »
As requested, we give our experience rels. ; 3
tive to the species of wood-peckers inhabiting | %3
the Canadian woods and forests, in as brief s | 4%
form as possible, §
During the past fifteen year., collections
have been made by us from Fort William, Lake
Superior eastward to the Rougs Riverin ir
genteuil Co., Que., and the following is our st
of wood-packers, slain and preserved :— ;
1—Tae Yarrie Dowsy Woob PEOKER, our |
smallest species, and perhaps best knowa,
almost always met with in every orcbard or
grove of any size, }
2_The Hawry Woop reoker: Very similar
to the first, and quite abundant everywhere.
3—The NorruerN Turee 708D Wo0O0D PECKER .
Very abundant in the forest along Lake Huion
and Lake Superior, and to the north of the
Ottawa valley, where they nest in numbers.
4—The Baxpep TunregToEp WOoOD PECKLS.
Perhaps our rarezt species, only three birds
baving been met with by us in thewhole of awe
explorations, and these at very inland and
remote northerly points.
5 — The YrLLow-peLLIED WOOD-PRCKER.
Abundant in all sectiors.
6~The Repneapep Woop PEOKER: Abun-
dant in the woods and country parts, bLut
apparently scarce in gome sections of the
Otiawa valley.
7—The GoOLPEN-WINGED WOOD-PECKER Or
Fricker: Abundant everywhere and known to
the country people as the * High-holder.”
8—The Prearep Wooprscker: Our largest
gpecies. Rather gbundant on Lakes Huwop
and Superior, Great Manitoulin island ; on the
Madawaska and Bonnechere rivers, Ottaws
valley, and country to the nortward. Speci
mensg have been shot on the island of Montreal
but here the birds are very rare. We have
been fortunate enough to take the eyggs of this




