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"H‘m\ love fur 'mo!hor nmakex ne proot’ against your
charme, Freclein, Fam not likely to yiehl to the tempias
tion of riches, Ttz dogers and hardships cannot ~care
me, for | have expaienced theut all,

*There are some dangers sou have nat experiencdd,
A enmely young fellow may ron tidhs sometimes that he
knows not of.”’

There wagawild ook in bar exes as <he spoke,and her
words Iet o vague, uncomfortable impress on on e,
But Loti entered the room at thiz moment, careying my
bedding ia her arms: and further conversation with

Gretghien wag impossible. Khe b iped hier sistertospread !

the bed upon a trestle in the corner of the 10om ; thes
she fetehed sheets and patchwork connterpanc, the desizn
of which T ean distinetly recall even now,  Thero were

trianzulae bitz of red cloth inserted ieresmt there, which !

Tovhed tu e like 2o many amall tongoes of lire,—1 have
goml reasan to remetnber them,

When her task wasdone, Lori stood before me, with
her arms akimbo,

* You feel sleepy, young wan, no donbt. after vour
long daye We keep culy hours, for we are up betimes,
You <hul live a cup of collee
al v e, g :

ewebid yon Qadaped,  Nay, 0o creuses,
fuis inour von,  Schlfen Sie wohl,”

Had | pohen the tiath, T ahiould bave <aid that, far
frout bemg sleepls, B had never feltmeore wade avake than
Fael Hene Lversince supper o stianze pestles ness of
mind Jed Gilen the place of the Taguor which had op
pressed e, Gretehen made as i she wonld fia e spoken
when Lori ceaseld, Sio qurned towagd<me, 1 saw her
finzers working nervous<hy at the black apren. 1 believe
it her sister’s silent g-cendeney over hier which re-
spnined hers for U interseptal 2 sideway s 2lance from
Lori®s stealthy exes which she shot towards Gictehen.
AVith at Free Y which fiercene-<" anfl terror Yand anzuish
reemail o be conllicting, the latter looked at e, as she
follow el hier sister from the rootn, withott cven wishing
me the cuomary ** zood nitht,”

What did it all mean? Now, for the first time, | think,
I begaere resolving inoaay sned adb it 1 lized seen sl
heard since 1entered that howse, anedadis gzreenble tense
ofzomething stranze and ) stevious ovhidly took pos-
seson of me. What was theie about these sisters to
to inspire mistrust 7 With the elder, indeud, 1 could un
derstandite There wasa phai alrepulsionwhich madethe
Blaod curdic in my veins when § thonght of her  Bue the
soungereashemtituttolook upon, Shelud<hown hierclt |

nla slice ot black Inead

. .
e l\~.~~. My l:r.un seemed on lire hy llm time, Kvay
uoment IO myselCgrowing moro eacited, more keen(

a'ive to every soad, amd nll my mental perceptiongiivk-
encd,  The single candle they had wefe me, burned dim g
it scemed to 1 the voom with all surtx of arim shapes
andshadows,  Atera long intersal, during which every.
thine in the liotiee wae absolutely i, T got up, in wmy
" restlesgncas, fecling that anything was better than to lie
tossing Csere, a prey to feverih Lancies. I walked abont
the reom, with the ¢ udle, examining every article in it
Yirst, there were the colored prints apon the walls,—
v, one of (he Loreley, I remembe=, and one,
Sehiller's Fobbers, whieh made my bload
W cold a3 [ loakedati. There was o cupboard, which
Fopened: nothing bt a few plates mnd one olil knife
I sat doven again upon the hed, aned my eygwas attractal
once morcto the red tongies of the paehwork quilt,
"I was a very inzenionz piece of work., 1 tried to follow
the kaleiduseope pattern into which the varions shreds
hadt heen wreonght wi b that strane device of erimson
cloth at regularintersals,. Reenl £?2 Noo At one placo
in the cornery I perecived now that three or fonr tonggues
seeed to havo been sonn tozeth ro 1 hedd down the
candle to examine them, awk startal baeke What 1 had
Gaken for erimson eloth was o stain of coazilated hlood.
Y Eohatddered, P Perliags sone one oud his inszer heree?
I said s but 1 didn’t helieve my own worde; and then
trieed to Bavzeh ot goysclf, and <aid my beain wae giving
way, Iatntedap, |saw nothivze denly, The Rabbers
i and Lor ley were dancing hubgoblin diauces on the wall,
The moonlight throngh the sycnnose branehes played in
achivering  hadow on vne spot of thoe Roor, 1 knclt
down,sind erept along npon my ands ad Knees, exaune
ing the boards.  Baut there was noe stain there @ only tho
~tell of the beerin ono Landanary of these horeist
beeples, who ran away from tho dight ns [,Jowsered it, 1o
‘hobark of the stove. I pursned them with a sudden
savage impetue towandz destruetion,  They all dizap-
peared between two chinks in the floor.  1sat iy foot on
theboar s, T thouzht one moved. 1 stooped, and saw
atonce thit the two hoards immediately behind the stove
theuwzh fittine elosely, were aot nailed dowg—might he
s removed, no doubt, with some littde ttouble, I dug my
ail: intolthe ¢hink< aud triel to life one, In vain,
only tore v inger with o splinter. Then 1 bethonszhe
¢ otthe old knife J had scen in the cuphoand. With its
i hedp, T presentdy raisel the eml of one of the boards, anil
vrodrew itont, A square deal hot by concealed hieneath,
It bl nodoek or Lestenigg of any kil

samong othe

tenderlyinetined towagds me, - Why hould | find wy “'"1 Athough my exeitement was so st tat Lremember

thinking ol her, witho fi
reenrred to me, At wbit danzzer laed ~be hinted ? There
hiad Becn somethion will bout her eyce, abont her tadh,
attimes Thea there wie her extmordinary proposal.
Wasshe el 7 1 remembered her strange conduet at
supper, the ficree authoriativo took wher with lier sister
had oy erawed ber. Itseemed at tikely solution to much
that was otherwise inexplicable about them voth. But,
irs0, how unaccountable that Lori, knowing hicr sister to !
bo subject to fitsand fancies like these, should ofter ho-pi- |

tality to a 2trang.r! There wag nothing immodest:hout |

about the detmeanor of cither of them s there was nathing

that coull suggest suspicion that thix was a gudtaa=pens
ofany surt. Thoidea of rolbery was rislicnlone, Wi !

not My poverty, so apparent iu the shire olluee student™
Blonse T wore, s suflleicnt safegaard? - Why, T had pot
ceven iy knapsick with me, ax ey knew 3 and [ was
woung ael musenlar, notan ey victiv oropeavislence
Jiadd sy beek intewdded,

1 raeked iy e \\lll! trefevteg teoagpir e st coge

detmte cudunen, br e 0t o leer, 1%aud ot

v akintedread?  Hee worsle

my e hansds trembling s they Laid hold o the B, 3ot

[ pavsed for s motment hefore raising it 7 Was it a0 lis-
honovable aetion? My conscience told me b was justificd
aml [ toro the hox open. T nearly dropped th : canslle as
1y exeg beheld the contente.

First, there was:chundle of course, blach linir: thea
“onc ol curly-flaxen, like & child’s : then another of very
' long silky-brown,—a woman’s evidently., Along with

these were four,—six~cizht—rows of teeth, somo larze
; andstr ng, somefine and white. A common ring or tivy,
axlver wateh eliain, i poot cloth eap, filled the 1citin-
ing spuiee in the hoa,

Clo be concludad.,
v £x - X9
T Pocusatens Ivoes i the onlenduerising medinm

in the Ma itime Provinces devoted exclusively to the
azeney bujue

ol b b soare depaneel o Now Brug b
I.vl.ul:.em the oy el luoLi.




