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RURAIL NOTES:

Tais year's crop of potatoes is ono of the best
for many years. The yiold is large and the
quality is excellent.

Troe corn crop has sustained some damape
from the early frosts, but the bulk of 1t will no
doubt mature 1z good cunditivn. Large areas of
it have been already cut and are secure from
further injury. The latter part of the season has
been, on the whole, very favourable for the corn.

Discussiox of the old question if wheat turns
to chess has been revived by a physician of Nor-
folk county sending to the Iarmers’ Advocate &
head of wheat having a spikelet of real chess
attached to 1t and said to bave grown upon it
The suggestion has been mado that it is only
another case of the skuful nse of ** Spaulding’s
glue.”

Ir we would improve grain by sclection there}
is no better way than to sclict the Leads, taking
only those from the stocls that send up the largest |

number of stalks, and then sow only the largest
graine of these, otherwise there is no guarantee
that plump grains may not como from short
heads, or from plants that send up but & single
stalk. i\
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Taere are many people who like a mess of
cabbage to whom the odour of cooking it 18 any-
thing but savoury. Our own opinion is that it
should be classed with the nuisances and so dealt
with, but one who has tried the experiment says
that a small piece of red pepper in the pot will
effectuslly neutralize the cabbage odour. We
give the recipe for what it is worth.

It is claimed that Indie will have a wheat sur-
plus available for export this year of 50,000,000
bushels, but the statement is doubted in England.
In the Australiap Colonies, inclhding New Zea-
land. the area under wheat was 8,672,785 acres
and the product 45,000.000 bushels. The sur-
plus is estimated at 22,000,000 bushels, of which
about 14,000,000 bas already been exported.

Orex ditches should 119 thorouglily cleaned out
in the fall, otherwise they will fail to serve their
purpose in the spring when they are most necded
to carry off the surface water. The grass and

weeds that grow on their gides should be all re
moved, s0 as to leave a free course for tha water.
The crossing places of cattlo should also be lovked
after, ahd every obstruction of whatever charac
ter oarefully removed. A dsy spent in such
work now may be the gaining of two or three
days in spring-tumo.
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i Ix a test of butter producing capacity between
; the famous Jersey cow, Mary Anne of St. I am-
"bert’s, owned by Mr. Fuller, of Hamilton, and &
Holstein cow owned in Iows, the latter exceeded
the former by . few ounces per woek. This year
another of Mr. Fuller's cows bas been subjected
to a very careful test, and it is found that she has
| exceeded last year's record by about two pounds.
Mr. Fuller's herd of Jersoys is doubtless the best
on the continent.

Tue Provincial, District and Local faits have
kept farmers busy and interested during the
past month. As usual those fairs were very
successfully managed, and the results have becn
gratifying. To such members of the Britigh
Association as visited them wo better evidcuce
could bo presented of the position our province
has made for itself agriculturaily, and glowing
accounts will doubtless be carried to the mother
country of what hes been seen,

To what estent it is possible to increase the
average prodaction of crups I Lugh culture and
the use of fertihizers, 1o one can say. The editor
of the Rural New Yurler has obtained records
ranging from 524 to 1,391 bushels of potatoes per
acre. The ground was enriched by & mixture of
fertilizers only and no manure—the fertilizers in-
cluding salt, limo, potash salts, ammonia sslts,
bone flour and in short every clemexnt of plant
food. The experiments showed, however, that
much depends on the variety of seed as well as on
the use of manures and high cultivation.
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A correspondent of the Country Gentleman thus
states how he preyented cream from foaming
while charning  ** 1 had four gallons of cream,
three days old, in egrthern jars, putitinto & room
where the thermometer stood at eighty degrees.
The milk when putjinto the churn was at sixty-
fivo degrees, and the churn at sixty degrees. lu
tﬁl’wen minutes the butter was ready to be taken
out of the churn, and as pretty yellow butter as
1 ever saw. Tlus certainly pays for beating a
room and having the mulk at the right tempora-
ture: It overcomes the trouble of cream foaming
in churning and having the butter hard to come.

A cornesroSDENT of the (Jntario Hortieulturist
j andertakes to show that frmt-growing yiclds far
. larger profits per acro than gram-growing. and ho
takes wheat snd strawberries for comparizon
. To culuvate an acre of wheat %cost, bo com-
putes, at the rate of §28 per acr% and with s
. product of forty bushels per acre at an average
, price of §1 per bushel the profit 18 $12. On the
, other hand, to cultivate an acro of strawbernes,
‘ho computes, will cost (including plants and
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baskets) $250, and with a product of 6,000
baskets per acre at an average price of eight cents
the profit is $230. Still it is not possible for
every farmer to go into strawberry culture, and
if it wero possible it would not be prudent.

Tue present tendvucy in Great Britain is to-
ward decreasiug the acreage of wheat and in-
croasing tho acreage of pasture and the number
of live stock. Thus in 1882 the area under
wheat was 8,003,960 ncres, whilo this year it is
only 2,676,477, being o decrense of 327,488 acres,
or about eleven per cent. On the other hand the
number of cattle has increased from §,807,491 in
18R2 to (6,241,127 in 1884, or at the rate of seven
and a-balf per cent, and the number of sheep

'has increasvd from 24,819,768 to 26,037,217, or

at the rate of scven per cent. The strong proba-
hility now is that the breadth sown with fall
wheat will speedily fall, and that more and more
of the land wul be devoted to grazing purposes.

Tur enying that ** rich fuod makes rich mitk ?
is cnly true in a hmited sense.  The distingmshed
authority, Sir Juhn B. Lawes, in writing on this
subject says: * Fat is increased by rich food,
but breed is more potent than food, and no
amount of food will produco in & Shorthorn as
rich a milk as is produced in a Jersey or in an
Ayrshire. The same law prevails both in plants
and animals.”  Of course 1t is possible to mcrease
the quantity and improve the quality of the mills
hy judicious feeding, but a cow that natarally
nives milk low 1 the percentage of sohids, album-
enoids and fat, cannot be made to give rich milk
by the process of feeding rich food. The only
sure way of getting rich milk is, to select cows of
the best dairy qualitics and breed them to bulls
out of the best dairy strains, and in so doing it is
not necessary to disregard beef qualities.

Ix a report on the pear vlight, based on ex-
periments and observations made at the New
York Agricultural Exporiment Station, Mr.
Sturtevant makes tho following general stste-
ments: * The disease kmown as pear bhght is
infectiong, and may be transmitted from one tres
to another by inoculation. It is not confined to
the pear but may attack othor pomaceous fruits,
as the apple, qunince, Enghsh hawthorne, and
June berry. It is more active, and progresses
most rapidly apon young and succulent portions
of the tree °  He has discovered that under.the
microseope any bit of diseased tissue shows n-
conceivable myriads of nunute bacteria, and he
assumes that there can be no rational doubt of the
bacterin bemng the csuse of the disease, Tho
next and most unportant question 1s How ean
tho bacteria be destroyed and the vegetable hfs
on which they pray be saved ?




