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CONCERNING LEAN PEOPLE.

BT KNOXONIAN.

How have yomî wintered? W'e ian o?
course meutully and morally.

At tiIs season o! the year farmens ex-
amine th-ein baruyand anlimais to sec ltow
thcy bave got througlu the long ivint-er.
The humain animal miglit wèil examine
lbuisel? to sec lîow liehlis spent bis win-
ter evcuiugs. Takiug four iionrs for atn
eveniug since the begluuiug o? iast No-
eniber we have had about three weeks o?
winter evesings. What have you doue withi
these cvenlngs?

Have you danccd and talked s'mall-talk
untîl your mental condition is scarcely one
reinove fromIn liocy?

Have yon gone to meetings o? a poor
klatd until an idea, sbould you lappen to
get ont, would feel Jouely in your head?

Have yo-l trotted arouînd on general
princîples coing nothbing lu partîcular cx-
ccpt sinfuliy wastiug precions time?

How knany good books bave you rea(l
durnig bthese eveuings? Have you laid up
aùy useful knowledgc for ftuture use? Are
you a betten-in!ormed, better-equipped

bnan tItan yon ivene last November? In
short, bow have you wintered mentally
and morally?

The great trouble witli too înauy tmen
la that they are nientally lean. Tiuey have
no resource. Tbcy eau do notbing, sug-
gcst uothing. Ask thiein what they îvould
do theinscives wbeu tlucy find fauit xith
wh.at other people do and you soon learu
that thein work eousists cxcltusivcly lu
talking about other peoplc's work. The

* Jittue qîuetion, what arc you doing youn-
sel!? knocks thein as heuple-st3 as au uipset
turtie. What would youi suggest? puzzles
thentIlîke a high ciasa conundrun. People

-o! thut kind are suffcrng froin inteliectual
leaunese.

The main fanit o? mny speeches is
thicîr leaunss. lhey are poorer than Job
wa8 lu bis worst days. Thcy are as enmpty
as the pocket-book o! an average par..o-n
at the close o? bis summer vacation. There
Le nothlng meaty in them-uothiug tîat
feed@ &nybody witb a bal? deeunt mental
appetlte&-uothing that makes a tbougltt-
fui nuan think about anytbing cxcept thie
a.mount o! precious time lie bas to waste
luu llstenlng' to lean speeches.

lit speeches ieauuess and leugtlî neanly
ulwuys go together. If a voluble mn lias
uotbhIng to say there lis no reason why
lie shouid stop at oue time more than at
unother. If a muan lias hîonetly prepared
a deceut speech and knows wbat lie wauts
to say, lic knows tvben bis natten iseud-
cd; and If lie bas anuaverage amount o?
sense lie stops wheu lis grist Is ground.
There la nothing more lu the bopper and
lie stops the mII. But your lean, loqua-
clous taîker lias no irist lu the bopper.
Quito often he has't get auy hopper to
put a lIttie grist lu. Ail he bas Is; the wIud
that drivets bis mil11: anud thiere Is no know-n
reuson why the wiud sbouid stop blowing
&t any gives fiie.

Dr. Donald Frasenriras one o? the tuost
entertauning and instructive speakers that
levert graced the Cunadian phatorm. He
stood higl even lu London and a muan irbo
stanuds hlgb lu Tendon lunuy lUne iJ ab;
higl ias a man eau risc in this wonld. In
bIs autoblograpby 'Dr. Fraser tells us that

Presbyterlan training; and ieanness in
sermious 16 not as -rare a thing as it shouid
be. There Is some reason to fear even
iresbyteran preachers aiiow theuiseives
t(> get lean at tinies. It is not easy to be
aiways Up to the mark. No dlock strikes
tweive every tinie. The oniy preacher who
attains absolute tuniformity iu the pulpit
is the one who preaches so badiy that lie
rannot get any worse.

Spurgeon ased to say that pulpit Jean-
ness 1., the cause of church quarreis, andi
lie' iilustrated Uis point by the fierceness
with which huitngry (logs fight over a boue.
The figure Is flot any more eomplimentary
to disturbers of the cburch than to Jean
preachers, but lt is a fact that a Jean
pilpit does cause even a large proportion
of tle quarreis tiîat disgrace the churchi,
and ttesmirch some of the beiligerents for
the reuiainder of their lives. Is It not no-
torlous that ton ricli spiritual food Nvith-
out a co rresponcling aninunt of work wili
maàke meii just as hlable to quarrel as lhe
poor fare of a Jean pulpit. Rich provision
aind lack o? exercise cause dyspepsia. l)ys-
îepsia anakes even the best of men cross;
and when men are dyspeptic and cross
tiiey quarrel just as qulckly as îvhen tiîey
are hungry. If those men who are turn-
ing the American Presbyterlan church Inl-
to a bear garden had sma'iler salaries and
.1 gr-ouli of mission stations to work 'every
summer .we would not bear so rnuch cci--
ticisni, higher or lower.

How can mental leanness 1p avoile(l?
One good way is not to make compan-

ionsa of people xwho are nientally Jean.
Leaunese of that kind is contagions. If
yoit associate mucli with Jlean people there
Is always a danger of beconiing lean your-
self.

Another 2rood way is to avoid meet-
ings at whlch you hear Jean speeches,
Jeani addresses, ]ean lectures anil Jean ef-
forts of varions kinds. 0f course dluty miay
sometimeA bring us into the desert of Jean
oratory, and then we inust stand it.

These are negative ways. The best pois-
itive way to avnid leanness Is to read good
books.

Next to the reading of good books ls
the bearIng of rneaty, suggestive speeches,
lectures and serinons.

How have yon wintered mentaliy and
Mora lly? __________

WOMAIN--PA GAN AND CFIRISTIAMN

REV. W. S. M'TAVISH, R D., ST. GEORGEl

What has Chrlstianlty done for woînen?
lu order to ansu-er that question it will
he neeessary týo describe the condition of
wc.wer. in hea.then lands and then cou-
trasl their position with that of womnn
lu those lands wbere the Gospel lias made
its Influence feit. 0f course It nmust be ad-
niitted that in heathen lands, even as far
hack as the heglnnlng of the Christian
era, there were wonmen who wielded a pow-
erf ni influence f or good or evili Cleopatra.
of Egypt, miglit be mentinned as an Illus-
tration. Whiie she was a mere girl of 19
surmners she beld captive no less renown-
ed a man than Juilus Caesar, and when
she was a few,. years older she wielded
sncb a mighty Influence over Anthony
that for bier sake hie gave up almost al
that hee bad so dearly won. But bier career
is exceptînnal. We would no more think
o? taking bier as a type of beathen womau-
hood than we would think of taking So-
crates, Plato or Marcus Aurellus as types
o! heathen manbood. And so lu beathen
lands to-day we mlght find a woman bere
and there wîo lias risen ahove bier sur-
rouindings and wbo, tberefore, IR treated
with dIfer*ece and respect but. we must
remember that sucb cases are exceptionai.

Wbat thon Ir, the, social condition of

nnaqssonate and quarrelsomne, and, like bîrds
lu a cage,. content wlth their iavery.
They iangbed at the &absurdity of a wo-
man being èducated."1

The same writer lu speaking of the con-
dition of the wvomen of Madagascar before
the Gospel was Introduced ways, "A mtan
iniglit punt away is vife without cause
ta.nd take a new one asý often as 'his caprice
or bis passion led hlm."

Even in Corea, "The Hennit Kingdom"l
wbere women are treated with more de-
ference and respect, perhaps, than lu any
other beatiien country, even there a w'o-
mnî is not permltted to go ont aJonc lu
the day turne, nor is she consuited when
ar-rangements are made for ber betrothai.

But it lm necdiess to present other facto
or quitations, for what is truc of wonan's
condition lu one beathen land is true, lu
a greater or lems degree, lu ail those court
tries wherc the purifyIng, uplifting power
o? the Gospel bans not yet been feit.

Hlow niarvellous and strikiug lu cou-
trast witb this ls the condition of wvomen
lit ibis ('hri-itian land! Here she is the
friend and compenion ofinan, sitting at
the saine table, dlscueslng the samne pro-
bleis, anid attending the stanmeplaces o!
amusement and entertainîneunt. Not only
50 but wlth wbat respect the marriage
tic is regarded here! Society ismliere a
Christian institution. Wonîan, raisd to a
ncw condition under tihe Gospel, adorns
nur assemblages. She lm now prepared to
<iseuss those probleins whlcb are agItat-
ing the public mmnd. She reads books, she
sits be>side our youug men lu coliege halls,
lietening to the saine lectures, graRplng
the saine subjects, passlug the saine ex-
aJm mat ions.

If wc turu now te the spirituat con-
dition of women lu beatlîenism, and then
compare their condition, lu tbat respect,
witb that of tbeir sîsters under the Gosý-
pel. the eontraet wouid te no lems striking.
What lis the condition of women spirit-
tnally. hi beatheuisTn? No tongue or peu
coul(1 adequateiy picture lt. «Many. realiz-
ing thatt their condition lm aimost hone-
less, melIdom look for light: others îvbo
long and plend for ligbt neyer find it.

But look nt the favored circnmstanc'ý,
of womî.n under thue Gospel. She attends
the sanie bouse o? worsblp as man, list-
ens tsi tbe samie sermons, bas the saine
offer o? sîtîvatilon madle to ber, bia-, the
saine privilepre of acceptlng lt. and 1,; aR-
snred that if bier faltb lu Jeans Christ is
M-bat It ougbt to be, then she shall bave
the gînrious privilege of sIttlng clown
witb the redeemed lu heaven. Iu every
seuse, woRnan lu Gospel lands lm madle
"Our Sigter",,(Romans 16. 1). nay muore,
as Dr. Holiand says-

~'True slister of the s-on o? man.
True sister o? the Son of God-
Whqit wonder that she leads the v-an
0f tlhome wbo, lu the paths Hfe trod
Stili beer tbe cros;s and wear the ban."

Trhe Gospel has broken down ail bar-
riers. Tbere ls no.division now. "There is
neithewr Jew nor Greek, there ls neither
bond nor free, there ls neitiier niale uor
fenale: for ye are ail one ln Christ Jesu.s."

DIVINE AND RUMAN AGENCY.*

BY REV. H. M'QUARRIE, WINGHAM.

Ac'rs ?6 :,8 -" Ta open their Pyes -- il turn Ilhem from
d ak es ta light, and fron the poà er of Satan untn Godi,
tbat thev may rerpive forgive",ess of sinis and ine irance
amone them w'hi h are sinctified by fai h that is in me."

Wbatever our calling or pro'eosiou înay
be ire ought to be able to give a satis-
factory reason for pursuing it. No work
should be engaged in by any man tili lie
IR fuliy eouvinced that it Is a tawf ni
cailng. Be should not only have the
approval o? conscience, but aiso tue Il-
vine approval1. Having this lie ueed not
be akbaîniesf"nor afraid, aitbough calleil
to defcnd blînseif before kings. The Aposfle
knew tbat the Lord lîad cailed hlm iito
the work of preacbing the Gospel and
titis knowledge was to hlm a source of
gret-n mfrt+fr" he not on1y

and then to the Gentiies that they should
*Sermon preacbed et the a ninofai ho Synod of Ham-

ilton and London, in Knox CI îrch. St. Thomaç.

repent aud turu to G4od, andi du works'
mîeet for repentance."

This pàssage clearly reveals tiîat lu1
the salvation of sinners, divine and bW-
man ageucies arc eniployed. This 153

I. First lu the coiimissi8on given bY
the Lord to the Christia.n miuistry: -1
rend then to open t hein eycs." It us a sub-
lime mission. Ohristiatnity is a relig-
ion o? ligbt. Those who folloîv Christ
bave their eyes opened and walk luntte
liglit, as He us lu the Ilglît.

As ligbt and darkuess are figures fre-
quently used ln Scipture to represeut
knowledge and igniorance, su opened or
closed cyca are figures o? a sil-
ilan kind. To open the cyes siiii-
ply nîcans to enliglîten and In-
struct;-, eans that men are to be
tanght that sin Is soîneting more thafl
îiistakte or a calamity, or even a disease*
they aiust be madle to uuderstand that it
us a crime. Thev are aisjo to be instrue-
ted liow ia boly and jnst <%od cau for-
give sin. ht is îîees+sary tbave mnen en-
liglitened to convince thein that tbey
nec-il pardon, lu order to do this let the
seareb-ligbt of God's truit bc turned out
their sins. We 8ay their slus, not the
sins 0' the muen o? a former' generatlon.
It is easy and geueî'ally quite safe tO
denounce the sgins 'of Scribe and Pbar-
isceecomitted cîgliteen centuries ugo.
A preachier's popularlty Is not likeiy tO
be iujured tbough h le shouid in scath-
ing terins condemu the inhabitauts of
S4odoin, or wax cloquent lu descnibing
the luiqilty o! bocksIiding Israel. Ille
ampy w-ith ail fsafety condemn the erueltY
and wvlckeduess oflice persecutors o! the
cariy Cburcb.. He may give vent tO
lus nigbteous Indignation as hie reers
to the bornons o? the Spanisb Inquisition.
tir the massacre o! the Hug-uenots; attd
,n the most pathetie ternis, portray the
su ferings o? the Covenauters lu the
t uine o? Claverbouse. While coing thIS
lit tiîay bave edean eivdence that is es -
etiptions are higbiy appreciated while
tIie cyes o? Jus hearers remain closed to
1h"ý sins of thé ilrêsent day.-

Pauni neyer imagined that the commis-
sion required hlm to open tîte eyes o! the
nten wlîo ilved lu the days o? Noah. If e
knew that lie was commissioned to go tO
theu men of bis own g*eration and every
preacher o? the Go,4pel shouid now under-
stand that it is te the inen o? the present
day that bie Is sent.

We bave several examples given us l
tk'niptuî-e whlcb are î-eny Instructive, as
to the btt ethod of coing this. Wlbeu
David bad se sadly fallen the Lord sent
Nat han to hlm to caîl bis kins to remera-
l)rance, The prophet at f lrst adopts the
para'bolleal style and tells the King that
tîtere w-erc tîvo nen lunue clty, the one
nicli and tîte otiier poor. The ricli man
hîad exceediug many flocks and herds,
and a traveller having couic to hlm bie
sJ)are<l te take or is own tlock, but took
tîhe oiy laînb that the poor man liai'
and dressed It for the wayancr. "David'58
angen w-as greatly kindlcd against the
man and said, 'As the Lord livetb tbe
inan that bath donce this shall surely die.' "
The opportunity had couic, the sermon
nîust be applied. and Nathan sald ut0-
David, "Tihon, art the mian." We have .9
similur case' o'tlîis outspokcu style lu
the uccouint given o? the meeting o?
Elijal i tlî Abab in Nabotb's vlncyard.
"And Ahab said to Eijab, 'Hast Cbou
funud nme, t0. mnle neny ?' Il And be
aisw-ered. 'I bave fround thee bectiis8

thon hast aelthyspif te ivork cvii 111
tue ýslght of the Tord.' Il Equally hoid

and otipoken arc the w-ords o? hlminibo(
came 'lu the spirit and power o? BIlas.-
Wlien lie saw îîîany o? the Phanisees aud
f4addncces cotue t-o lus btcptisuî he safli
iinto theni. "1(> generation of vipers, %Vho
bath warnKd yoin te fiee froin the wrltlt

ledge o? God, ye havA taken and b~y wickeo4
baudsi have cruclfled aud îslil."

SJo, la' Patul's tiret reported sermIO1
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