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llotes of tbe 'QUeeit
JAANlas set an illustrins exanîplc for the Orien-

tal nations in the initier tif popular education. Site
has just passcd a law conipcling ail children h)ctwvecn
the ages of six anhd lourtcen ta attend school frorn
îlirec ta six liturs a day for îliirty-two wccks in the
ycar, ail expenses ta bc paid out of the public ircasury.

ArrER a keen.ly-conteSted election the Scott Act
lias becît maintainedi in Fredericton, N. B1. For saine
time a rcpcil agitation %vas conducted and feiîng be-
camne very excited as the dcîsive day appraaclied.
Both parties %vorked liard and put ilicir abiesi orators
on the piatform. The discussion w~as keen and it
miglit have hcen supposcd (roin tuie.nlapparancc of
things on dic evening prccding Ille voting day thai
grave trouble miglit arise. However, matters qucd
down and thie Act is re-portedl to have been sustained
by a nijorityoaitltirtcen. Interest noiv centres in St.
Catharines %fliere voting on the Scott:Act takes place
on theteffli inst.

Tir. iast spike of the Cnnadian Pacific Railway has
been drivcn wvith the accustomed eremonies. This
gigantic undertaking is now ainîost compictcd, and 1
ntxt spring tbe travciier can pass along ibis transcon-
tinental iiighway fra,, accan ta ocean. Ail Canadians
wiil sincerely hope tîtat it %vill hlp ta bînd more
closcly the £far-sep.tratcd niembers of our young nation-
ality before which there arc great possibilitics. It
uili bc a hligbiway ta China and japan and tlit East
anti WVst illbe nearer neighbonrs. For generations
ta came the people will flot forget that the construction
ai the Canadian Pacifie Railw-ay front ils inception ta
its conipletian was a ver>' costly undert.tking-.

OuR Scotch friends aie nat abtive taking an educa-
tional Ilint fromn Canada. The Clitian Leader
says : The Minister of Edlucation in thîe. Province ai
Ontprio seems to bc imprtssed with the notion that
imodem meîliods, ruled by payment by resuis, have
driven framn the schw>lroom lialf ils pîcasures and
killed the innocent joys ai the children. He lias
therefore resoived ta make each Friday afternoon a
time for iiterary recreatian and social scbooi enjoy-
ment. There is tobe singing and recitations, spcllinjg-
becs, debates, and sa on- -ail of which miy have as
mut.b educational value as the more formai twnrk for
whit.h they are tu bc substitntcd on ait Icast ane after
noon in tht week.

%ViTii almost grecrai approval Great I3riain bas
eniered on a w-ar with Yurmah. Grcat jealousy %vas
apparent when France and Gcrmany souglit distant
conquests, but the cry for the annexation ai King
Thcbtwýs tcrrtory in n.o respect diffecrs fram recent
atiempis ai thesc powcrs ta annex distant dependen-
cias. Thcbaw may bc as black as hc is paintcd, still

ta snot asattsfactory reason for making %var tipan
him. He no doubt acted in a very arbitrary mar.ncr
toward a certain trading company jbut it lias tnt yet
been conclusivcly shown that ail reasanable incants
were n.sed ta secure x redress of te grievances com-
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îlainedi of. fiei-e sccems ta bc a1 ton great readîness
ta drift hnta littic wars.

Till-* disestablislîment question lis burst int fiercc
blaze during the ciectlon caîîîpiign in Scoîlnnd. At

'Èbciesna nioment it is,inde!d,a bîîrning question nni
loee anîs tit pititins nia> be' ta, siat ex-
tinguislicd ai nîtempts in tlitt direction only ndd fuel
ta the (lame. Froîn lus camnign rinilesto it %vas
abviously Mr. Giadistone's intention ta leave disestal,-
lHslmîrent ln iieytncc, and his 1-Clflnburglt speech tras
in ltarniony witî tduit Intention. ut jndging froin the
tant of feeling representcd b>' te lending Scottislt
jaurnais it wvond atîpear tuait eveti INr. Gladstone's
persuasive eluquence is î>oierless ta keci> the dises-
tablisilîtent af ite Scottisi Cîturcit ont ai the range af
prnctical politics.

ONctF. more a taie of disaster COMnes frOM the tîpper
i:les. ýritespienditdly-cquîpplcd steamenr A/iûma wa.s
ttally wvrecked near Isle Royal on Latke Suiterîar.
Betîveen îthirty and forty of the passengers and creîw
perishetl. A severe gale prevaileul an tuie lake and
the cîifficulty of navigattng the %cssel was increasecl
by a bltaidttg snow-storttt. In trying ta gain tht
.heitcr ai the tsland the A.gotz<r strnck a recf (roi
wlîîci it is impîossible ta clisiadgc hier. 'ie captain
says it unis lus intetntion f~o make for apen water but it
uvas too late. Hi lie been sure of lus reckaningni
uuvaited (or dlayiiglit il is possible iliat the calatnity
would have been averteti, als thc C. R> R. steanters
airt. model crait and C211 Coite îvitl tuC IlViCvisi Stn.

aCLIN"I rcculir and racy contribîttor ta tht
Plîiladclpliia Presbjlykn'an, concîndes bis last piper
ihus. "'Tue religions anti non-religions uuho have pro.
claimiet the death ai Calvinism sa loudly, andi jîîst as
thteir fathers, grand(atlîcrs ar.d grcat-grandf.itlicrs diti
before îhîcm, wanldt bc disconragti if facts coulul pas-
sibly discourage tbem. To-day 1 reand that, nt a
Huguenot festival helti in B3erlin, on the 30tl1 it., in
observance of the two hundiredch nniversary af the
Revacation of the Edict ai Nantes, in the preser.ce af
the Crown Prince, Frtdcrick WVilliam, a bust ai Calvin
ivas nnveilcd, witb îînposing ceremionies, nt the Frcnch
Orphan Asylum. Is there neyer ta corne un cnd tc,
these tributes ta John Calvina? Just nawv it doesn't
seeni likcly. hs Calvinismn dead ?

TuEF Roman Catholic Mission ai Annam, wbich it
bat taken years ta builti up, has been utterly %vreck-cd
rathler titan strengthened, as wns bopet waould be the
case, by the war ai the French upon titat country.
Whlet.her righly so or ailicrwvise, the natives lbeit ta
an intimate relation betwcn Catbolic prapagandism,
in Annarn and the aperations ai tbe Frenîch forces
against îhem, anti tltey hence have dont their best,
rallher titeir wvorst, against cîturches, schools, canmmns,
asylums-in short, whatever seemedto ta hcm ta rcp-
rescrnt the cncmy. Andi it is naw sait that the flrst
reports ai tht destruction ai tht Roman Catholie poplu-
lation wcre nat lit aI cxa.ggcraited. The total number
ai victims is now given nt 35,000l and it is atidet at
ai the whole native Christian population ai the district
wviere te massacre occurred, only same four thousand
escaped. _________

Wuîîai. the Pail ail Gaeffe 'vas bninging iat
the lagbî oi day the arnmoralitib that di5grau.e England
its contemporarteb ivcre omînously zetit.cnî. S'%ow
that Mr-. Stead liasi bcen convictedt hey gloat over his
inisioriune. WVhat does it inean ? '%Vhy nat a word
in çundicrataoin of the dsgateul doings m hich the
Cazelle disd.osed, and %hy the sauage invective 'uith
Aluch tus editor is now assailed? In bis crusade Mr.
Steat bas miade seriaus mistakes. Onet was in stek-
ing principaiiy to brand a class with infamy whiile, un-
happily, the evii lbc atiacked is only too general.
PAnother seriaus tnistake %ias the abduction ai Eliza
Armstrong. This experinlent, madet ta show~ the
racility Aith which the crime bic denouticed couid bc
perpetraied, was a seriaus and unjustiflable blunder.
The exultation over Mr-. Stead's disconifiture will bc
short-lived. The work he bas donc wiii tend ta sys-

icrnttc efort for the Stgpresîîan1 ai a species af crime
tinit is a burning disgracc ta civilitation.

ExEtîuîîn~troain taxntîan, wiiethuer enjayeti by
clergymen or civil servnts, is douîuîcd andi praperiy
ço. Ci.ins dstiutlinn.i aire utivgener-.liy rerngitizetcinit
nt variante with the spirit ai the tige. The sooner
thtis ax exemption question is settîcti thteliciter for îli
c',nccrncd. The wvay, howvcvr, in whîicit the civic
nîtorities ai Toronto have attemptet ta cîî tlle
Gardian knot is tnt calculateti ta iinpress titeir con-
stituentsw'iti an exalteti idea aitlieir wisdotn. They
have in.lic.ttcil thrir intention ai invoking a solution
oi tie difficulty front the Ontario Legislature. Tîtat is
ail riglut i but iîere is the fairncss ai making invidi-
ns distinctions in the mentime ? The uvcl-s.alaried
incuibents af weaithy congregntians continue ta i-c-
ceive thue ativant.ige ai exemtption whiic tîtose %vho
-irc discliîrging minisîcrial functions in oiller capaci-
tics rr taxeti ta the full arnount the Iawv permits. ui
tie worst friture ai this crusade ngainst exemption is
the attempt ta compel minîstcrs without charge who
have anly a sientier.ant precariotis incarne ta bear a
lu-ten froin whiih tlicir mort farturnte bretitren arc
exempt. Tiiere oughit ta bc no invidions distinction;
citlîcr tax aIl, or exempt ail, îvhiie the anonualons cus-
totai ofexemnption lieîs.

TUEF descendants ai thie Huguenots have, says The
Ifé-ek, licen ceiebrating the b)i-centxn.-ry ai tht Rt-
vocation of thec Edict ai Nantes. It is an aid stary,
but it iras a terrible ant in its day, anti even the
annals ai the Cii rch ai Rame contain few worse By
the nuonardi) uhoin Rome dcliglîîcd ta itonour, under
dtt instigation ofihis devant wvife andi bis Jesuit con-
tessor, thousandu ai Ille b.est anti mast industriaus
citizens ai France, guilty ai natbing but af not bcing
ai Ille same religion as the King and Pope, ivere
siaugbtercd, tortureti, sent ta the galcys, pillagcd cf
ail they possesseti; and huntreds of thousands
urere ànrven iat exile "Farbiddcn," says the ivriter
ai a good piper in an English journal, " ta assemble
in public warship untier thtpena-lty ofitorture ar dcath
(or the men andti îprisonment (or vornen ; or ta wor.
silp prîvateiy under the penalty ai beingscnit ta the
galicys for lfe ; precludeti front singing their psalrns
or bymns by the tdirent af fine, imprîsoniment or the
galcys ; torbitiden ta insîruct their cîtildren in the
Inîth ; commnandeti ta senti theur boys ta Jesuit
schools, tueuir daugliters ta nunneries at their own ex.
pense; tueuir churches dcrnalished; their pasuors
ordereti ta Icave the country witbin fiflcen days on
îýain ai deatb ; tlitenseives forbiddcn ta pass the
irontier or ta attenîpt ta escape from France ; icir
mariages by their own ministers dcclared ta, bi
illegal ; reinsed burial for tbcir dent!; their Bibles
andi books ai devotion bnrned ; forbidden ta exereise
any profession, ta fihi any public office or even ta wark
as servants or artisans without a certilicate that they
hat became Caihalics ;-thc Huguenots who deter-
mincci ta bc fatithifu ta their convictions were hunted
like wiid bcasts.Y This persecution iras nearly
conteinporary iwitlt, but priai ta. the cnactmnent ai the
Penal Laws against Cathalics in Irelaxid, anti Irish
Caiholic troapers serve in the pcrsecuting armies ai
Louis XIV. as tiizy bat! served in the ptrsccuting
ammies of the flouse of Anstria. If anybady is ta be
btid responsable for the pist, ail must bc beit re-
sponsibie alike. The prescrnt rulers ai France ironit
bc surr.rised if thcy wcre calieti ta, accounI for tht
Rc l.oc.udn or the Edici and tire Dragonnuades. is à
less unjusi ic, call the British Gai crnmcnt ar tht British
people ai tht present dzy ta accaunit for the itoiaerant
severities ai the Pcnal Code ? Tht Penal Code iras after
ail oniy a ruthiess a.ct afself-deicnce an the part of those
wham the Irish Parliancent ai jamme had doomed ta
confiscation and death by a sweep.ng Act of Attain-
der , %vhercas the French persecution, which excectdet
it a bundred-foid in crueity, was totaliy unprovoked ;
bat the Protestants deait with te Catbolics as the
Catholics deait with tht Protestants there wauld now
bce no Irish Catholics ta camplaiu afthe ]Pen.l Code.
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