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The Round Church—which by the bye is not round—is not
from the outside a particularly attractive looking cdifice; it has a
sort of weather worn appearance, damp and cold looking ; but to
make amends for this, how hearty is the welcome vouch:afed when
one enters l—and on looking at people as they come in, by their
faces one can judge that they do-feel really at hame. It has never
been my lot to visit a church where all seem so contented.  Why
this comes about I think I can malie plain anon. 1 can fancy the
inside of this church, with cnough meney spent on it, and an old
oak scrcen,—1 have the very one in my mind’s eye, now in 2
church in England—in the chancel, would present the handsomest
interior of any church in Canada; at present it lovks as il one part
had bad all the moneyspent on it and the remainder been left out in the
cold. ‘F'he position of the pulpit is hardly the best that could have
been chosen, certainly it does not tend to cnable the congregation
to hear that portion of the choir which is behind it so well. T was
alad to see that it is the boys that are hidden and not the ladies.
This ¢l iris of what is vulgarly called the cock and hen order,
and sings well, but personally 1 do not like this order, for experi-
ence teaches me that when a young lady with a loud voice sings in
a choir she invimiably makes the utmost use of it, at the expense of
what really @ood notes she may have, and of the singing of the
other members of the choir. If there be such an one in St. Georac’s
choir who feels that the cap fits, let her put it on and say << 1 will
modulate ! Just one word more as to the choir:  Why should
not those dear little boy wear surplices, to hide their incongruous
garments ?

We sce onc boy in cordurays, walking with a boy in bluc knicker-
bocker suit, followed by a boy in his best Sunday go-to-mecting
black suit, alongside one whose clothes seem to have descended in
a direct line from father to son, and so on. Now would it not
look far ncater and more decent if they all wore swiplices; is it
that this would be of the Pope, Popey ?

One thing that struck me very forcibly on my visit, was the
great preponderance of the number of the women, over that of the
men.  Why is this?  Have the teachings of the Rector been
taken more heed of by the latter, so that they consider that they do
not require quite so much church-going now, or is it that they
stay at home in the cvenings, to look after the children, while the
ladics do the same service in the morning, combined with that of
looking after Sunday dinner? For what ever reason it may be, it
remains a fact, there were 7 women to lman.  There was one man
I could not help noticing, who on the text being given out, seitled
himself as comfortably as if he had been in his own arm chair, and
did not open his eyes, until the rustle of the congregation rising
told him the sermon was over and his tithes were required. But
the innocent look on that mortal's face was superb, it actually
spoke, saying ¢ Do you really think I was asleep /  Why 1 slways
shut my eyes when I want thoroughly to enjoy a discourse; my
attention is not distracted ! ”

Now, who is it that makes this church so comfortable and so
contented? Its rector, Dr. Partridge, assisted by willing church
wardens. Dr. Partridge, unlike some I have known, can sce
things not only from the clergyman’s point of view, but also
from that of a common sense man. He knows, as a priest, that
we must al! go astray, and as a priest gives us spiritual advice;
but as a man he is able, having scen many phases of life, to give
such worldly advice as may be of use at the moment. He carrics
his services through in such a1 manner as to inspire confidence and
command attention.  In reading the prayers there is no whining
as if he were apologizing to God fur taking the Jiberty of praying
to him, as is the case with so many of vur clergy; far from it, he
speaks in his natural veice, with a look that says, ** I am proud to
do this thing!”  Why is it that so many of the clergy do go out
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of their way to change their voice, and go through numbrrles
gestutes and contortions in the pulpit, such ns would tend to gt
them put into a lunatic asylum in private life?

In Dr. Partridge’s sermong I have noticed one thing particululy
—he does not say ¢ 1 say s0,” he says “this 7s vo.  Look tor
yourselves, study it for yourselves, und you will come to the same
conclusion.”  Again, he preaches a scrmon withirr the understand.
ing of all, does not mount on the wings. of Pegasus, with such
flights of imagination as to rcquire a metaphorical 10th century
balluon to get at his meaning.  Although at times he suffers fiom
« Pmison’s throat,” still his voice is very audible, and is so inflectal
that it must command the attention of the congregation: it is the
monotenous whinars that send the poor sinneis to slecp; and o
my part | would picfer a vertable ¢ pulpit thumper ™ to oue of
these.  Among the poor of his pmish he is deservedly loved for
his kindness and charity.  As to his business capabilities, it i
suficient to point to the work he has to do at the Church o
England Institute,  If the combination of all these qualities, i
exercising which he has not one minute to spare in idlencss, dv
not make up what a man should be, then my name is not
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ALIFAX BAVARIAN LAGER BEER BREWERY

J. LINDBERG, Propristor.
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