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Of all tho-opinions as to the cholce of Looks
quoted Ly tho Weatminster Reriew none scemy botter
sulted for tho young or tliose who arc the cducators
cf the young than the advico of Carlyle givén to the
students of Edinburgh University: * Leam to bo
good readers,” sald tho great scolder, *‘ which Is,
perhaps, s more diflicult thing than you imngine.
Learn to bo discrimiaative In your reading—to vead
all kinds of things that you havo an fotorest {o, und
that you flud to be really fit for what you aro cn-
geged In.” VWith regard to what fs called desultory
rcading, therols often more syetem fa it thaa at first
appears, ‘* The word desultory,” says Lord Iddles®
leigh, ‘*is of Iatin parcutage, and it was applicd by

the Romans to describe the equestrian jumplog:

actlvely from one steed 1o another In the circus, or
even, as.was the case with the Numldians, from ouo
charger to another fn the midst of battle. That cer
taloly was no ldlo loltering It was cnergetic acti-
vity, calculatéd to keep the mind and body very
much alive indeed. That should be tho splrit of tho
desultory reader.  His must be no mere fingering of
books with no thought how they can'be turned to
account.”

To very many people not speclally gifted In uny
one dircction tho interest in knowledgo is general
and they may scem to be pursnipg an -entirely de-
sultory course: of readiog, surrounding theraselves
with numerous books from which thoy get a diver-
sity of opinion perhaps on varylng subjects—but
which, nevertheless, cveatually may bo interwoven
into such a variety of kuowledgo a3 to surprisa even
the reader birmsell. With speclalists, it must, of
course, bodifferent.  Their courss of reading aod
cheico of books has reelly beea determined for them
Ly dame nsturc hersell. And yct.cducation can do
much in teaching the young to be thorough in this
matter as in all others, and to *hiose whose jnclina
tioh lcuds them to a mixed rather than a speclal
kind ot knowledgo the opinion of Dr. Amold, as
quoted by Tord Tddlesleigh, will be of value:

“Keep your fleld of men and things cxtensive,”
says Dr. Arnold, ** and depend upon it that a mixed
knowledgo is not a superficinl one. As far asit
goes, the'views that it gives are true, but he who
has read-deéply one class of writers alone, gets
views which sre almost sure to bo perverted and
which are not only parrow but falsc. Adjust your
proposed amount of Jcading to your timo and- in-
clination. This is perfectly clear to any man;:but,
whether the amount bo large or small, Jet it.bo
varied in its kind, and widely varied. If Ihavos
confident opinion on &by one point connected with
the Improvement of the buman mind it is this.”

We arc cautioned by wany to distrust the -latest
books, to cling to the old writers whose worth. bas
been proved and whoso merit canoot be rivalled.
Butis therc not a sease in which the latest book may
be of moro value than all that bave proceded it?
Are wo not o belicso in the progress of the human
mind? There aro books which scem to includo all
that hias been gald upon thelr sibject—adding théreto
tho deeper insigbt of the later write who has
profited by *“ all the good the past has had ” and
cen, therefore, lead us o step further by reason of
his greater knowledge.  Such a book, for Instante,
ts Mr. Joht Fiske's  Idca of God,” which ruveals to
us the wholo chclopmenz of this ideans brought oat
by.the diffcrect nations from the childhood of the
race. And this book, if read carcefally, will lead the
reader into & vast flcld of - enquiry, -with which the
euthor himself must bo familiar in order to produce
what scems an casily written troatiss uponthis great
subject. Abd so the latest ficion may have more
faterest for us at times-than the anclent since the
folbles and weakness which it e'cposes are more im-
mediatcly interesting than the more remote onces of
antiquity. But fa all our reading if our sim is to
gainknowledge, the choice of bosks will bea matter
safely left-in the hands of tho indlividual.

Paticiico fu this as o all inatton, will finaily lesd

to satisfactory results, If we purs. ~ rach subject.

that clalms our atiention uatil -we iave obtained
somp reasonable understanding of it F.
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UNSERN LESS0NS.

The teacher, In the exerclso of high oftice, i8 con:
stantly paradiog before hia puplls, facts, appear-
anceés, habits, methods of thought, and styles of
anction which are assiuniated by his hoarcrs.  Each
one {8 Involuntary or uacemsciously fald away in
some mysterious hidiug place, each vne hiclpsin the
formation of charucter, nod all combined unite in
thus afecting the happiness and well-being of the
coming map. .

The fact exists, nnquestioned and u y
that unseen lessonpsare constantly given by every
teacher, the oxercises thercinare constantly made,
and the averages properly recorded for the inspee:
tion of all.

The Justice and equity, the teuthfulness, and
fraokness, the fidelity to promises made, the trust-
worthiness exemplified §n the everyday work of the
teachsr in his intercourse with parents, trustees and
pupils, leave an impress upon the casily affected
minds of the puplls, which, decpening day by day,
with each recurring word or fact, becomes st last
rooted and fixed, with a strength and power that
years of effort canuot remove. So, these unscen’
influences mould the character for good or for evil ;
30 these wavering uncertalo feet, are placed in paths
whicl lead to ban or blessiog.

On the othier Liand, your habitual shortcomings
will in like manner be presented in the after life of

Ale pupil. Do you act as though your public duty

was a certain, indeflaable something which can be
put on or off at pleasure, or for which you are paid
a certaln sum per die or vtherwise 2 Do sou slico
off ten or fiftecen minutes at each or cither end of
your day’s work and then vanly supposc that the
public-spirited citizens who are naw your puplls
will nct do thesamo * Do you take a day ordays for
pleasuring, rceelve pay for the day so taken and the
duty 20 unperformed, and then do you think that
the men and women who now sit at your Ject, wiil
counsider public duty a publictrust ! Do you do in-
sincero, superflicial work, where you koow the
prying cyes of Investigaticn come net, and then
blame your pupils for similar actions under similar
clrcumstances? Do you use slang or uncouth ex-
pressions while professing to teach a ** pure well of
English uadefiled,” and Wen expect & product of
refinemcot and culture —Phidadelphia Teacker.

HINTS ON SCHOOL MANAGEMENT.

The tendency of young teachers isto give almos.
entire atteation to thoso cluldres who are nsturally
bright and attentivé, passing over those who scem
dreamy or uninteresting, boping that they will come
around all right in the couwss of time.  Suchhope is
vain. Unlass cfforts are made to cultivate habits of
nltention in all from the first, the teacher fluds, at
the cod of a month o two, perhaps onc-half her
school far in advance of the otliers,  What shall sie
do? Sho cannot begin over agal~ onaccount of the
bright ones; sho canuot go on allowing the others to
fall siill further Lehind.  Thus the foexperienced
teachier finds herself in deep water and altogether
discouraged,

Th>oldmaxim, ** Haste makes weste,” iseminent-
1y true in low-grade work By leachiog slowly L do
not mean that a teacher is to weary her pupils day
after day with the same old lesson until every child

knows it ‘That would be worse than uscless.  An |

fogenious teachier Is constantly inventing new e
thods for prescating old subjects.  Aftef the tradi-
tlonal “ cat on a mat** has done service, banish bim.
There are numerous pictures of cats with bails, cats
and:rats, cats with milk, ctc., to interest: children
and hold their attention untit the form of a word Is
talrly fixed To thelr minds

& mistake frequiently made is in dwelling toolong
ata time upon a subjoct when it might better be

gieea In several shuser lessons.  Little folks fresh j 1

{rom the.naursery are not used to keeplog: at one
thing very lung.  They soon tive if compelled to £it
in ono position any Jength of timo.  Tho natural
actlvity of childhood should oc kept ia miad, and
slmplo gymnastic exercises frequently, given during
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lessond  Fivo mivutes of rapid, cuergetlc work Is
worth moro to a child than a whole day speat in a
lazy, buogling, half atteative manner.  In schools
where long lessons are glven, even though well
planned, it is Impossible to Lold the nttention of the
class.  Children will get restiess and out of order,
and tho teacher s likely to becomo worsied and im
paticnt, mskiog overything a dismal faflure

Sacchinl says, * Instruction will always Lo best
when it [s plaasanl.” ‘ That which cuters into
willilog cars, the mind, as It were, runs to welcoine,
scizes with avidity, carefully stows away nand faith
fully preseeves”  Little folks are quick to appro
clato « teacher who has the faculty of maklag thlagy
run sntoothly,  There Is a pleasure in belng held to
work geatly but firmiy.

The children fike to fecl when school is over that
they deservo their play. thoy hasten honio with
lighit hearts, and with great respect for themselves,
tho schoo), and its —New England Journal of
Education,

COURSE IN ENGLISH.

¢ * * = But the feature in the curriculam of the
Univessity of Now Brunswick chicefly descrving of
comment is the course of study in the department
of Eoglish. This subject is compulsory during
the whole four years, except in the case of those
talking honors in other subjects. In tho first year
there was Inid down three plays of Shakespeare,
pocws from Burus, Cowper, Southey, Scott, Col-
cridge, Lamb, Moore, Hood {taken from Palgrave),
Teongson's ' Aylmer's Field,” * Enorli Arden,”
' Guinevere, ' Rizpah,” Russctti, ' The King's
Tragedy, one of Scott's nviels and e of George
Eliot'’s, four of Macaulay s ¢ssays, two cssays of
{ Mattkew Arnold, two frum Ruskin, with somo of
Cobbett’s English grammar, part of Brooke's primer
aud & part of Green's ““ English Pzople. ™
a8 isa vanegated tist—perhaps two varicgated.
Lamb, Moore, George Eliot, Hood, Rossctts, even
Teooyson might, one would think, be left for indi-
vidual reading and not occupy the time which
might moroe profitablv Lo spent on u careful and
critica) study of Shakespeare. Ailton, Wordsworth,
and thos¢ who have been placed by prosterity in
the first and second raoksof Englshmen of letters.

Neverthelese this English courso is a broad and a
liberal one.  An error in broadncss is perhaps bet-
ter than one in the opposito dircction. Itis a sin
of commission rather than of omission, aad in timo
to come prrhaps by means of this v - Lroadncss
the University of New Brunswi  may become
conspicuous amony~t the sister universitics as one
devoting her energics chicfly tothe mother tongue
Despito the truc signification of tho term, itis
difficult for any university to 1: famous in all
departraents of learning. It is well that cach
should strive to shino in some ono braoch. The

] of Now Brunswick scems to bo Eoglish.—

“ducational Weelly, Tvronto.

AlATTHEW ARNOLD, in & recent address, sald. “In
America, in the colonies, and flually, in our own
country, also, the teadency will rather be, it scems
to me, to strengthen and colarge, more or lcss, the
nstruction glven in the schools which wo call e
| mentary, schools for the mass of the community,—
) to 533 that that wnstsuctiva, fndced, s fudispeneable
for cvery citizen, that this is all the fnstruction
| which is strictly accessary, and that whoever wants
more {nstruction than this must get it at bis own
expense as he can.  Uader these circumstances, the
future of mib culture a0q bigh studies must depead
most upon tho love of fndividuals for them and the
faith of indirldusls in them. Perhiaps this has
alwa{’s been their Lest support, and 8. i8 & support
which, bapplly for mankiod, will, I believe, never
fail. Io communitics where there arc no cndow
ments these will be the only support of highstudies
and fino culture. But human nsture-1s weak, and
prefer, I confess, that these supports, however
strong and staunch they rmay be, of high studies and
fino culturo should not have tho wholo weight
throwao upon them, should not be theonly supports.
Here 1s the great advantago of codowmenms, and

nblic foundations fix anad fostify our profession of
‘fafth towand high studies and serious culture.




