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THE ONTARIO FARMER.

I

,witbin certain boundis the fattening and milk
giving properties must be regarded as antagonis-
tic, and are raroly combinied, in any marked
degree, in the 4anie animal.

A comxnittee ivas appointed sorne dozen years
ago by tho Ayrsliiro Agricultural Association to
llx the points in Ayrshire cýtttle wvhichi .hould
bc- held in most importance, as indicating
superior quality ; and aftor careful inquiry and
consideration, t]aey issued the follo-ing re-
port.

"HEAD Short, foreheadl %ide,nose, fine between
the mrnzzle and eyes, xuuzzle, moderately large,
eycs f ull and lively; horna wide set o.n, inclin-
ingr upivards, and curving slightly inwards.

"N.zc Iong and straight froi the head to tho
top of thieelhouldler,free froi.loose ekin of the
under Bide, fine at its junction with the head,
and the muscles Bymmetrically eularging te-
wvards the e]aoulders.

IlSHiouLDEts thin at tho top, brisket light, the
-whole fore-quarters thin in front, and gradually
increasing in dept]a and width backwards.

IlB.&OK short and atraight; spine wiell defined,
especially at e3heuldors ; tlie short ribe arched,
the body deep at the fianlks, and the milk veine

r eil developed.
IPzrvis long, bÉoad and straiglit; hook bones

(iliuma) wide apart, and net much overlaid with
fat; thighs deép and broad; tail long and
siender, and set on leve! with the back.

"MI'tLF-VESSflL capacious, and extending well
forward ; hinder part broad. and frmly attached
to the body; the sole or under surface nearly
level. The teats froin twe to two and a haif
inches in lencrth, equal in thickuess, .and hlang-
ing perpendici.lar]y ; their distance apart, at the
sides should be equal to about one-thurd of the
length of the vesse!, and across to about one-
half of the breadth.

IlLEGS short, tiie boues fie and tho joints
firm.

"Ssiz soft and elastic, and covered with
Boft, close, woolly hair.

IlCeLomis preferred are brown, or brown and
white; the colours being distiuctly defined. "r

The above " points" are, ne doubt, the results
o f wide and carefuil observation and conibinea
siperience; and thiey -will materially assist lu
forniing a correct conception of the modem typo
of an inaproved Ayrshire. We agree, however,
ini the reauark Ilthat a cow% wlieh gives the
larest roturn in butter or clhcese, upon equal
feedfing, aud for a w]aole, Beason'e milhing, ie the
best milcli cow, whatever her 'lpoints' mazy be.".
il capaclous%, well formed and well set udder,
docility of temper, and a tendency for holding
on in mi]k, are tho principal qualifications that,
abould guide a purchaser in quet of a good
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aniloli cow. It la uuiversally admitted that
Ayrshire cows give a large quantity of Milk of
excellent quality, in proportion to their aize,
and the amount of food oousumed. IlHealthy
cows, on good pasture, (observes I'rofessor
Low>, wilI give £rom. 800 te 900 gallons lu the
year ;" and there are several instances on
credible record of considerably larger yield thon
thie. The average, howevur, oven in the best
grazing districts of the west of Scotland will
corne considerably below this standard ; and
the produce of milk, like, other productions of
the faim, is fouud znaterially to depeud on a
numiber of different conditions. The old adage,
that 1 the cociv -ives lier milk by the month," is
everywhe re and at all times applicable ; and
next te liberal feeding, ranks dlean milkiug,
suitable shelter, and general attention to order
and cleanlnes.

Ayrsbire lias long been celebratedl for tho
makung of Dunlop cheese, and the manufacture
has of late years been both extended and li-
proved. A number of the larger farmers, keep-
ing froin thirty te forty cows each, have effected
several im~portant improvements i.n dairy man-
agement, by whlch a quality of cheese, equal te
the wvel known IlChbedder," u2~ the south western
counties of England, la nôw produced; and, lu
fact, net te be dlietinguished frein it.

The illustrations which. accompany this article,
taken from, the life by an eminent and wvell
known artist, Mr. Page, of 1Lew York, wM] give
the reader a correct idea cf -the mnost advanced
type cf this celebratedl breed ; handsomer epeci-
mens cf which. it would be difficuit to find even
lu. Ayrshire ltself. We wouldl recommend a
careful, comparison of the cuts with the precedl-
ing table cf characteietie points. .Although
Âyrsbire cattle are -weIl kuown lu corne parts cf
Canada, where they have been bredl and foundl
adapted te our cole and climnate for many
.years; yet it must bc elckowledged that wve,
have but comparatively few specimeus cf really
superior merit. Thais arises frein inattention te
the importation, lu the lirst instance, cf really
superior animais, as representing the latest im-
provements ; and uext, te waut cf care and
judgment in breeding, and general manage-
ment. The breed le everywhere naturally
hardy, anad 'vould be found, in ail probability.


