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also find a socicty sober and highly ctiltivate(I, chcrisiiing
the bcst gifts of the civilization whicli thcy, have tratîs-
fcrred in its cornpletcs.s froin the ol world.

The comniu ilityofsorne 250,000 or260,OOopcollC î hidi
is usually embraccd iii thc general titlc of Melbourne, i.s in
fact a tiumber of distinct muniicipalities, di% idcd by no
natural boundaries, and practically one city. Tlîis k> a
peculiarity of Australin scttlcmcnts. Ballarat, the first
grcat miiningcentrcofAuistralia, is a town of3OOOO inhabi-
tants, comprisig howcvcr under that gencral naine, no les.,
than scven înunicipalities. Facts likc tbcse indicate the
spirit of indcpcndencc iii whiclî the first scttlcrs pcopIld
thc country, a spirit whicli sccms stull, iii tlic absence of
any consolidating force, fully rife. Thiciustraliailcoloniies
are dividcd in fécling froin one anlother by local jcalousy.
The tcndency is ilot, as it lias been in Canada towards
closer union. In Canada the national festival is Con féd-
eration Day; ini Victoria it is Separation Day, ord whiclî
the separation from Ncw South Wales is comcîinorated.
Till quite laîtcly Victoria wvas shut off fromn t\c% Zcaland
and lier sistcr piovinces by thte barrier of a protective
tari f f

Let lis, if wc would gain a glinîpse of Melbourne aîîd
its people, takec a stroîl on Collins Street, the Broadway or
Oxford Street of the Soutlicrn capital. On tbis genial
afiernoon injuriektheAustralian faîl1) whlite the sun isshining
cbeerfully after a shower, and the streets and houses are
îvell-wvashed and clean, we nia> mix witb a wveli-ditessed
throng of men and womn the haut-ton of the city. Likec
the haut-ton of other cities they affect one special proîneni-
ade, called hcrc "the blocl,." Hecre arc the shops
where the glories of Paris arc displayed in splendid
shop-fronts. Tlîe men wvc meet, in the cut of thecir wvhis-
keai., tlieir dressand mnanner, are Eziglish. It isstill insome
c"rcles considered a rcproach to appear "«colonial." Thc
young womcn are fresh-complexioned, fine-featured, and
graceful, in their trimnless of figure and tastefulness in
dress, not unlike theirAmerkcan cousins. Nowv and then
you will notice a brighit-looking girl with a couple of
books ncatly strappcd together, reminding us that Mcl-
boumec is a ruading city and bas more than oùe public
library. Aftcr travelling throughi Newcý Zealand it isb a
great comfort to sec the wvomen of Melbourne. Flatter>'
hierseif dare not assert that the women of New Zeaiand
are dangerous by reason of their personal charms.

But let us go eastward, detaclung oursclvcs from the
lively throng, and enjoy a qicier walk whcrc Collins
Street siopes gentlyupwvardsfrom tu business portion of
the city. The -fit-st thinZ. that strikes- us s, that the
tiste in architecture, unilike the Arnericanl but likc the
English, is niot towards e-xtrem-e Jc.fti:ies in bidns
The next thing that thes--treets are broad and wcll l>a% cd.
A composition in wvhicli - blue-stonle, a stonc of thc
country 'vhich serves exceliently for building, enter:,
largeiy, makes a pavement as firin and smooth as the
Parns asphalte. Apparently aIl the streî' ::rc paved

.with this material. Owing to the width of the streets,

tlîey neyer seemn to be crowdcd, so that walking and
driving are always pleasurable. Tlierc is one great
draivback, about tic strecets of Melbourne. h1lelav'e
rio underdrainage, andi a stygianl streani flows it ail
tines on cacli side of the roail iii t-amy wcatlîer and
it eloes raili iii Australia -swelling into a raging torrent,
and .,smetimecs carry ing to desbtrtictioni ciîildren and c% cii

drained. l'lie only explai:atioiî 1 have met witb iN tîmat
iii core mysterious wvay tlîis ks duc to the cliniate.

Ilc on our Ieft,;tas %ve proced, is the Town liall, an
imposiiîg building witli a very, higb tower, whlîi ks re-
prutced iii AI Austra lasian town lails oraîîy pesos
The Meýllbouirtie Tro%î 1-hall contains one of the large
roomns and large organs of tic world. lle Victorians are
intensely fond of music and the dranla, aiîd are able to
indulge tlheir taste for bot, for artists of the first rank
now v'isit Australia. Iil the ecning wieni tic concert
halls, opera bouses, and tbecatres are iii full lifé, oiie
.. alizes that the people are essentially a ga -people
A -ace of New 1E-ilglishi is growing up iii an Italiani
'imatc, and the Southecrn New Englander is learning tnot

t(> take bi% pîcasures sadly. Iii their love of music the
Victorians arc Italian. Tasmania is still more Italian,
and, smnall as its population is, bans already produccd irst
rate nius;-a-l talent. While 1 was iii Melbourne a yaung
Tasmanian was storming ail becarts by lier performances
in Italian opera.

Next to the town hall is a taîl buildinîg with anl ornate
frcnt, %% hii, as a place of social importance, must tiot bc
overhooked. 1It is the Victoria Club, the social imzdrzv'ous
of the mercantile class, next to thc " squatters" the iiiost
influential class in Melbourne. The squatters arc the
aristocrats of Australasia. Th*]e terni impies no re-
proach, as it docs in Canada, but describes the occupants
of the immense slicep-runls, coîitainiiîg froin Soooo to
t 5oooo acres of land, and feeding tliousands of sheep.
A little liigher up Collins Street the squatters ineet iii
a club which would îlot discredit I>all Ml.That pre-
eminently British institution the club, exists everywvbere
in New Zealand aîîd Australih. If lialf a-eozei Englishi-
mcii arc tlirowiî togethecr iii a seutlement, it w~ill not be
à i g before thîey begin to tiink, -ibout orgaîîizing a club.
I ha% f- seeti tic club in a mushroom New Zealand village,
consistiîîg of two or tlîree rooms attached to the hotel,
%titUî tattooed 'Maories loungiîîg ou tic door steps. The
clubs are uscd as private liotels b>' iembcrs and
strangers introduced by members-i, a v'ast conveniice in
Ne%ý Zealand, wvhcrc the art of liotel-kcepiîîg is in a
paiiîfull> batck% ard state. The Enls ystem bias been
imnpo 1tcd %vith ail its discomforts.

The commercial gentlemen wvho gather atthc Victoria
Club are a free-handed, ft-c living lot, making and spend-
ing their monecy rcadily. " We have a good deca' of tle
American about us, sir. Wc arc a go-alîcad people,"
wvas uh1at 1 heard more thain onîce in Melbourne. In
their cncrgy, their speculative audacity, their freedom


