HARD SAYINGS 04 CHRIST.

ed, and she enlers upon this task with
the same energy thit nations display in
going to war, we may look for better re-
sults. lere again the future is bright
with hope. Less and less as time goes
on will be felt the need for a visible
appearing to accomplish the enterprise
which the Churceh bas been set to carry
cut by the Lord MMimself. Lhe cure is
not to be found in that dircetion.
Avoiding a1l such factitious sources of
interest, the one thing needed to create
a genuine enthusiasm over the advent
and a hearty desire for it on the part of
all morally earnest souls is to enlarge
our view of what it rewdly is, so as to
make it embrace all that the New Testa-
went coneeption of it contains. The ten-
dency hitherto has been to rest in par-
tial pragmatic views which are soon ex-

hausted.  The complete view is inspir-
ing. o find it we have only to o back

to the teaching of Christ 1limself.

In the twenty-fourth chapter of Mat-
thew wo luve @ portion of one of 1iis
discourses on the subject. It is repre-
sented as arising out of three (questions
instcad of one its in the case of this dis-
course reported by Luke. The three
were : as to the time of the destruction
of Jerusalem, tbe sign of His coming,
and the sign of the cud of the world.
But instead of answering these three
questions separately, in order, as if they
were distinet, He is represented as -
swering them all together as i€ in some
sense they were one and the same thing,
as though He were to come at the de-
struction of Jerusalem, and also at the
end of the world. Hence it may be said
that the great judgment which was
poured out upon the Jews when their
city was Iaid waste by the Romans, was
2 coming of Christ to them. If so, then
in like manner every judgment that falls
won men 13 esseatially 2 coming of
Christ. They arc but types and preeur-
sers of the final judgment in which they
teach a climax. This is borne out by
the analogy of Old Testament speech.
In the deluge, at the confusion of
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tongucs, at the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrha, and cn many other occasions,
God is suid te have come down and
visited the euarth. Bvery crisis in which
sin meets with its due recompense and
right is made to triumpb. is 1 coming of
Chirist, and more or less forms a part of
the advent. Just as o war is i1 succes-
sinn of battles that teud to beeome more
and more decisive until the final victory
is reached, so His advent is it suceession
of judgments that become more and
more conclusive, until ¢vil is wholly sub-
dued, and the cause of right vindicated
for ever.

The sume comprehensive aspect of the
matter is presented when we turn to the
other side of the picture. Look at the
fourteenth chapter of Jolm's Gospel
where we have Christ’s consolatory dis-
course to His disciples on the eve of the
crucifixion. What is the consolation lie
offers them 7 1 will pray the Father
and ile shall give you another Comforter
that Ile may be with you for cever, cven
the Spirit of Lruth ;" and then ilmost
immediately adds: 1 will not leave
you desolate ; I come unto you,” as if
in some sense the gift of the Spirit were
1lis own coming agin to the Church.
Following this suggestion, not only Pen-
teeost but every spiritual movement in
history, every religious revival and every
moral enterprise whereby spiritual life
has been guickened and the ciuse of
righteousness promoted his been it com-
ing of Christ. Just as the tide rises by
2 succession of waves, or the storm by
i succession of blasts, until the climax
is reached and there comes a lull, so
Christ comes in a succession of move-
ments until His Kingdom fills the world.
It is & process embracing a multitude of
details rather than an isolated fact, &
climux rather tian a step, an cevoluton
rather than an event.

To some, this may scem like evacuat-
ing the advent of all real meaning, ex-
plaining it away into nothing. But it
dees not follow LY any means that this
exhausts all that is in it, and certainly



