
BENEDICTISM. 9

Yes, it's too bad, but it':s butter thian,% w;Ill be when lie beconies aI ]ienedict ;
lie won't have tvzy mind then unIes> bis wife gives him a piece of biers-mn

this respect most wives are as generous as need bie. Let hini beware; lie

hasn't second sight now, but lie will have one shortly, and may find hinîseif

tbereafter wondering how différent it is from the flrst one.

Marmaduke Robinson gave it as his opinion over at the club the ailier

nighît that it meant that the victirn lîad been addicied ta women-and got

cauglit at last 1 give this without comment; ail M-Narnaduke's sentiments

concerning women, wine and folly, deserve respect, for, as lie is fond of

remarking, *'e.i.perientia daes il.'

It miight be derived from the saying, 'IIts been a dicher," that is, a

trade ; eithei between the match (Lucifer)-making manhmas, because " Its
lier last chance," and I'Charles will have ta take bier, you know," or betwvecn

the contracting parties themselves, %vlen youtb is bartered for power, wealîb

for position, or beauty for tfitle. Or it migbt be a shortened form for Becne-

dclion, hintisig that as it closes the services, so ta the Benedict marriage is

the end of ail liberty and peace of mind (unless the piece of his wife's mmiid,
mientioned above). Or it migbt be haîf a dozen other things which it is not,
for nîy artist friend, G;ervais de Rougevert, avers that it is an Anglicized forni

of the French, bien â dicter-, fit ta be ruled, tyrannized over, hen-pc±cked, a

sorry witness ta man's degeneracy when hie voluntarily resigns tbe gift bes-

towed an hlmi by nature, full, free, abundart,-the gift of bachelorhood. Oh,

the mystery of it 1 Misery miay lcad a man ta, drink, or despair ta suicide, or

folly ta, New York, and we can understand these tbings ; but that one whobe

favored lot is cast in
«"that happy state,

Favored of heaven sa highly "-

should fail off (froni a precipice, as it m * itb, his eyes open, passerh coin-

prehiension. This man entered bis bondage freely, a willirig slave; yea, hie

i-, ready ta, swear that thougb she be a Queen hie is a Kin.g and no, bond-

servant. Transformed b>' ber Cornus-wand the chains she has flung around

hlmi are as gold and gerns in his eycs and hie presses them ta lus heart with a

nîiser's deligbt. Wbile 1, the astute and keen-sighted bachelor, stand b>' and

see-what 1 can sc. Thierefor 1 amn a bachelor stili. Marriage ina> bc a

mirage ta the ill-fated adventurer, and Benedict anotiier naîne for heatitude,

but as long as Bachelordoin is bliss I hold 'tis foîlly ta bc miarried.
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