
I! The PresbyteriaulleeJora

liev lave confidence ia iNamioiiisut,> and (10 flot liesitate to
believe that et mn's ife consisteth in the abundance of thec
things Nvlicl lie biath. Now, 1't is neither surprising nor to
be regretted that suchi are not drawn into the rninistry. It
is good, and soinethinog for whl~ih to be thankful, thiat the
Ohuirchi escapes the in.jury they wvould inflict hy holding an
office for wrich they have not the righit spirit. IL is inflnitely
better that, bv' the voluiitary elimination of such per'son~s, the
iuinber of candidates should be diîninislied thari that the
flock, of Christ should fait into the hiands of ufihu
shephierds.

\Ve corne now to .the training of the mnen. lresbvterians
hiave always rightly insisted upon its being of a high order
bothi in secular and theologrical learning. rior the former we
imay accept, with sorne safegtuards, the course prescribed by
reputable collelges for the degrce of B.A. And y.et, owing to
the alinost unlimited freedorn of options now perjnitted, ià is
necessary to indicate certain subjeets wvhieh. we regard as
absoiutely essential and whichi should receive more attention
than is at present customary.

In linguistie studies -we need set no limiit to the extent they
may be pursued, but it inay be wvell to fix Mhe miini to be
exact(d. " The mnan," said P. royal critie, " who knows four
languages is w,ýorthi four men.» Be this as it in'ay in state-
eraft, there can be no doubt that theologians find it advan-
tagyeous to be familiar wvith as inany languages as possib-.ý,
and the least that should be expected of themn is ability to
inake ready use of their text book, the word of. God, iii the
langruagres iii whichi it wvas flrst written. To gain this facility
whly should miot the study of biblical. Hebrew and Greek be
inade promninent factors in th-le Arts curriculumn of mnen w'hoso
IMain life Nvork is to be the practical exegesis of the sac,.cd
text ? I know that it is usual to talk of their being imade
familiar wvit1x classic Greek, but hiow inany attain to this
eininence ? And, after ail, will a critical study of Socrates,
Plato, Demosthe'nes, etc., in the original, speeially fit a mnan to
deliver the message of the Saviour, or will lie not, do better
for this purpose to miaster the (ireek of the 'New Trlestarinent
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