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T IS remarked by many persons who visit the 0. A. C. ufter an
absence of a few yeurs, that such advances have been made in
improving the old departments end establishing new ones as to
render unnecessary any further outlay for the extension of the

i work, and that the equipment is now all that is required.  But what

appears to be a culminating point in the growth of the institation is

in all probability, only & restiog stage, from which it will emerge into

{ .a larger life with grester possibilities of development beforeit.  Like

. any other haman enterprise, it must adapt itself to thetrend of events

;. aronnd it, and, in onr opinion, the time has come when the question

i of a new departure will be forced upon the consideration of the
1 Goveramcut.
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The fact that the stadents now hinve increased facilitics for the
{ Prosecation of their studies implics that they will have a higher
* standard of attainment, and will grzdoate as educated men who will
> compare favorably with those from the universities. If the college
{ails to produce such, it is not due to any incflicicncy of the profes.
. sors or of the students, but tacansoa donble work isattempted on
: one and the same curricalom. Theinstitution appenls to the farmers
for their support ou the groand that the primary object is to tnrn out
. practical farruers. No one can deny that in this it has sncoceded and
casily bears the palm from all otber agricaltaral colleges in America.
" Oa the other hand, the requirementa of those who takethe B, S. A.
degrec call for advanced work in the sciences of Chemstry. Botany,
. Bacteriology, &c. These two 2ims canpot be accomplished with sne.
cess to both; on2 or the other must saffes.
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The course of siudy for an associate diploms as given ig the Col.
lege circalar enumeratos thirty-oae different subjects, together with
some half dozen practicals, on which cxaminations must be passed.
- The idon is that a gradaale at the end of three yoars should be fitted
* either to retara to the farm or Lo qualify for some porition reqoiriug
£ special knowledge of agricaltaral scicnce.  With 1his in view, the
cnrricnlom ks had wdded to it a little here and a littlo there, wotil it
is 00 Jengthy for a thordugh sastery of the sabjects in tho allotied
i time.

There are really $wo clasees of students in atiendance here, thoee
whohave had a pm'ri;u: traiving in a preparatory school and who

have the ability and application which go to minke good students,
others who can barely pass the entrance cxamiuation. and who are
unablo to master the wore difficult subjects of the course. Yetin
the first and seeond year they must all take the samo lectures and try
the same examinations. It is unfair to those of the former class to
compel them to spead part of their time io work swhich they have al-
ready covered. \Why not specialize the work beginning even in the
first year, and thus separate the two classes of stndents so that all
could work to the best advantage?

A chiange of this nature would bring the course more nearly into
Yine with modern cducational systems, which offer a wide range of
optionk. At Cornell the course for a degree in Agriculture is almost
entirely clective in the junior and senior years. Even in the Collegiate
1ustitutes of Ontario, where they follow strictly the rega’ations of the
Educational Departinent, o cousidereble portion of the work is
optional. Instraction is becoming more and more epecialized to meet
the demands of tho age for men who are irained specialistd in some
departntent of art or science.

TWith an improved currichluin, s better class of students would
be attracted who could pass a matriculation examio:.tion approaching
the University standard. Ouno or two of the langunges, togethes with
the scicnoes bearing on agriculture, might be required by thosein-
tending to take the conrse for the degree.  Then witkh another year
sdded 20 the course, the B. S. A. would be equal in every rospocy 19
the B. A. degree.

A proposal hzs been mado that the regulatiousof the Educational |

system should be alicred vo 24 to permit gradaates of this Collego to

teach in the Public or High Schools of the Province. Their three

¥ears training is suflicient to qualify them for sach positions, and
they would b specizlly Ftted to give instriclion on practical subjects
which are of valuc to the farmersuch as Elomentary Chemistry,
Physics, Enlomology. ®¢.  Such a chaage would bein the right direc-
tion. and would be meeting the demand which is now made for more
practical instruction, Lut there are two obstacles io the way of its
sdoption. One is thay the teaching profossion is already crowded so
that the members of the profession are complaining of the rainous
competition which s brooght salaries down to the level of thoso of
theday laborer.  Another is that while it has no place 02 the oxami-

nations it will Dot pay a teacher to devole any of the school time to
an oatsideo sudject.
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