THE WESLEYAN.
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ptivate dwelling, ‘The khans on Mount Lebanon
are very rude buildings, consisting of mere walls,
roof, and catthen-floor; where the traveller
spreads his mat or carpet, and lies down to tepose,
covered with a cloak or blanket wrapped around
him over his usual zarments, He uloo procures
and prepares his own provisious.

The first of these lodginz~houscs that I et with
on Mouant Lecbanon contained only two apart-
ments 3 oae for ourselves, the other ot our lwises.
Of coursey had there been any women in the dif-
ferent parties who bivoucked here, the cattle inust
aave veen tutned out tor their accoamodation, or
the apartment been divided between themn, unless
the men hal chosen to sleep in the open air. An-
other of these inns, one of tSne largest on L hanen,
was prncipally composed ofa square area of con-
sidetable dimensions. Its middle compartient
was intended for cattle in rainy weather ; and the
sides, which were raised two or three feet hirgh-
er, like a pavement, atforded space for a number
of travellers to eat and repose. ‘There apprared
to be one or two small chambers, which were pro-
bably appropriated to females, i case o2 thest be-
ing on a jouiney. As the weather was hiue, our
horses were sent into a field, and we had the sole
occupancy of the room. My friend and I, wish-
ing to be a little private, hungg a blanket acioss
the pavement, and thus formed a temporary parti-
tion.

l.et us now consider these observations in con-
nexion with the nativity. Though called the
sty of David,2” Bethlchem was but a small
town, and 1n comparatively humble circuinstan-
ces.  The public tay would, thereture, be better
than those in the open country, but inferior to
those of large cities. Joseph came thither with
his wife, on the biinx of her confinement, and
found that there was no “room® or s place?
suitable for them under such circumstances, i
the usual ¢ guest-chambeis,” these being alrea-
dy occupied by several travellers.  1n this emer-
gency, the stabley or one of the stalls, (for the
word has this meaning as well as that of ¢ mane
ger,?or scrib:? see Luke xiii. 135,) was cleared
out for Mary”s use; and would, in all probability,
be little inferior to the other chambers in point of
accommodation. A hard earthen floor would be
soon swept, a clean mat laid down, and, if neces-
1y, a partition of curteins quickly made; thus
affording a very tolerable lodzing-room in a hot
climate. We know that the weather was then
fine and warm, from the fact of the shepherds
faeding their flocks by night on the mountains—
a practice never adopted in the rainy or wintry
Stacon.

Qur Redeemer was not born in circumstances
of abject poverty, as some would lead us to sup~
pose. Joseph was an industiious mechanic, eatn-
ing a decent competency 5 and most of our Lord’s
Arostles were selected from a similar class of
persons.  ‘The reason assigned by Luke for Jesus
being lasd in a stable, is nut the , overty of Lis pa-
rents, hut a want of roomn or proper acconx oda-
dation in the ¢ guest-chamber.”  Fram the pre-
ceding remaiks, we also learn how the shepherds
would easily discover theiz infant Saviour. The
Greek term, which we translate € a manger,?
was probably the well-known name of the puhlic
stables belonging to the khan, whither they im-
mediately repaired, and found all thangs as narra-
ted to them by the anzel,

Some commentators suppose that Jiseph was
received into the house of a friend at Bethleherm,
since acquaintances always entertain cach other
in castern countries. But though he helonged to
that town, yet he was domiciled in Galilee; and
even if he had fricnds at Bethichem, he would
probably wish, under the peculiar circumstances
of his marriage, to keep his wife as much as pos-
sible retired from their curiosity. That there were
houses for the reception of travellers in Iudea at
that time, is evident from the parable of the good
Samaritan, in the tenth chapter of Luke. And
as the above account of a khan will explain the
pature of the attention paid to the robbed and
wounded Jew, we shall nake one or twwo remarks
on the conduct of

THE GOOD SAMARITAN.

Having bound up the traveller’s wounds, he
coaveyed lum to the nearest  inn, and took care
of himg® (Luke x. 31.) The latter expression,
without doult, means, that he nursed him during
the night, and furnished him with 2 few necessa-

ry provisions for hisimmediate sustenance. ¢ On
the morrow when he depatted, lie took out two-
pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto
lim, ‘Fake care of himj and whatsoever thou
spendest more, when I come again, 1 will repay
thee,” (Verse 35.)  According to custom, there
would be 1o rent to pay for lodging at the khan,
save a small zratuity to the host, which he proha-
bly would not accept for any attention paid to his
unfortunate gueste  The s two pence,’? or two
denarii, were an ample supply for present wants,
since one denarius, equal to about seven pence
haifpenny of our money, was a tull day’s pay for
a labowrer, amd thereture enough for the wants of
a faaly.  Thessum of money would do as much
for the paor in Judea, as »ix shillings would do in
an Boghish village 3 taking into coasideration their
ditferent habits of hivines ™ But as the Samaritan
seems to Lave been well fumished with wine, o,
and other comfortsy of winch he would leave a
portion for the stranger’sruse, his host would only
require to procure a httle milk. bread, and frut—
atlicles of the very cheapest description.  The
» o jience,™? or two denaru, would thus saffice
for at feast a weck, by wlich penud the goad
Samardan hoped to return 3 but lest his coming
should be delayed, he instructed the host, with
whom he appears to have been acquainted, to fur-
wsh any needful supphes dunng the intetim.
R. MaxweLL Macoratr.

JEWISH SECTS MENTIONED IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT.

{coxcLypED.]

—

THE HERODIANS,

Tur Hrronraxs were rather a political faction
than a relizious sect of the Jews; they derived
their name from terod the Great, King of Judira,
to whose family they were strongly attached.
They were distinguished from the other Jewish
sects, first, by their concurring in Herod’s plan of
subjecting himself and his people to the dominion
of the Romans ; and secondly, in complying with
the latter in many of their heathen practices,
such as erecting temples with images for idola-
trous worship, raising statues, and instituting
gamesin honour of Augustus; which symbolisinz
with idolatry upon views of interest and worldly
policy, is supposed to have been a part at least of
the leaven of Herod, aszainst which Jesus Christ
cautioned his disciples, (Maik viii. 15;) conse-
quently, they were directly oppased to the Phari-
sees, who, from a misinterpretation of Deut. xvii.
15, maintained that it was not Jawful to submit
to the Roman empetor, or to pay taves to him.
But Herod and his followers, understanding the
text to exclude only a voluntary chaice, and nota
necessary submission where force had overpowered
choice, licld 2n opinion directly contrary, and in-
sisted that, in this case, it was lawful both to sub-
mit to the Roman emperor, and also to pay taxes
to him. Iow keen, then, must have heen the
malice of the Pharisees azainst Christ, when they
united with their mortal enemies the livro«linns,{
in propasinz 1o him the ensnatinz question, whe

ther it was lawful to =ive tnbute to Crsar or not ¢
(Matt. xvii. 16.)  1f our Redecwer had answered
in the nemative, the lerodians would have ac-
cused him to the loman power as a seditious per-
son 3 andif in the atfirmative, the Phansecs were
cqually teady to accuse kim to the people, and
eacite their indignation against him, as betraying
the civil libetties and privileges of his country.
1t is further probable that the Herodians, in their
doctripal tenets, were chiefly of the sect of the
Sadducees, who wera the most indifferent to reli-
gion among the whole Jewish nation 3 since that
which is by one Evangelist called the ¢ leaven of
ferod,” (Mmk viii. 15,) is by another termned,
(Matt. xvi. 6,) the *leaven of the Sadducces.”

THE GALILEANS.

Tux Galileans werc a sect that originated from the
Pharisces, A.D. 12, when Archielaus was hanish-
ed, Julza reduced “into a Roman province, and a
census taken by Quitinius of Cyrenius, President
of Syria, (to which province Judxa was attached.)
On this oceasion, Judas the Galilcan, or Gaulonite,
as he is called, exhorted the people to shake off
this yoke, telling them, that tribute was due to

to the Ro:nans; and that religious liberty, and the
authority of the divine laws, were to be defended
by force of arms, In other respects, his doctrines
appear to have leen the same as those of the Pha-
tisees, ‘The tumaults raised by these pernicious
tenets were andeed suppressed, (Acts v. 373) but
Lis followers, who were called Galileans, conti-
nued secretly to propagate them, and to nake
proselytes, whom they required \obe circumcised.
As the same restless disposttion and  seditious
princeples continued to extst at the time when the
Apastles Paul and Peter wrote their Epistles, they
tuok occaston thenee to inculeate upon Christians
(who were at that time generally contounded with
the Jews,) the necessity of obedience 10 civil au.
thority, with singular ability, truth, and persua-
sion.  (Sce Rom. xiii. 1 etseq. Lo Timois 1 et
seq. L Peterii. 13 .t seq.)

TUE ZLALOTS.

Tar Zealots, so often mentivned in Jewish bis-
tory, appear to have been the followers of this Ju-
das, Lamy is of apinion that the Just MEN whom
the Pharisces and Herodians sent to entangle Jeo
sus in his conversation, were members ot tlus sect,
(Matt. xxits 15, 16, Mark xii. 13, 1.4, Luke ax.
20.) Simon the Canaanite, one of the Apostles
of Jesus Chirist, is called Zelotes, (Luke vi, 15,)
and in Acts xxi. 20, and xxii. 3, we find that
there were certain Christians at Jerusalem, who
are denominated Zealots. But these merely in-
sisted on the fultiinent of the Mosaic law, and by
no means went so far as those persons, termed Ze-
lotz or Zealots, of whom we read in Josephus’s
history of the Jewish war.

THE SICARIL

‘Tne Sicatii, noticed in Acts xxi. 36, were assas-
sing, who detived their name from their using po-
niards bent like the Roman sicze, which they con-
cealed undertheir garments, and privately stabbed
the objects of their malice. The Esyptian im-
postor, also mentioned hy the sacred historian, is
noticed by Josephus, who says that he was at the
liead of 30,000 men, though St. Luke notices on-
Iy 4,000; but both accounts are reconciled by
supposing that the impostor (who in the second
year of Nero pretended to be a prophet,) led out
4,000 from Jerusalem, who were afterwards join-
cd by others to the amount of 30,000, as rcilatcd
by Josephus. They were attacked and dispersed
by the Ruman procurator Felix.

BrT11aNY, now a miserable little village, con-
sisting of a cluster of mud hovels, was a town
of Judea, where Lazatus dwelt, and where he
was raised from the dead. It was sitoated on
the retired and shady side of Mount Olivet, fif-
teen furlongs eastward of Jerusalem, on the way
to Jericho, (John xi. 1.) Somewhere on tins
side of that mountainous tract, which reached
within eight fuilongs of Jerusalem, from which
it was only a sabbath-day’s journcy, Mr. Jow-
ctt, with great prabability, places the scene of
the Ascension: ¢ for it is said, (Luke xxiv, 30,
151,) that Jesus Christ led his disciples out as far
as to Bethany, and then was parted fiom them,
and cattied up into heaven. The previous con-
versation, as related in the beginning of the Acts
of the Apostles, (i. 6—9,) would probably occu-
ty some time while walkivz toward Bethany ;
for we must a0t judge of the lensth of our Lord’s
discourses, by the brevity with which the Evan-
gelists tecoid them.  Here the last sparks ot
earthly ambition were extinguishied in the hosoms
of the Apostles; and they were prepared to ex-
pect that purer fire which was ere long to burst
forth npon the day of Pentecost. IHere their
Head was taken from them ; and two of the mi-
nistering spirits of his train, becoming visible to
their eycs, interrupted their mute astonishment,
and dismissed them to their proper stations.”?

At present, the cultivation around Bethany is
much neglected ; though it is a pleasant romantic
spot, abounding in trees and long grass.

Beruruace, a tract of land and also a small vit-
la- ¢ at the foot of the Mount of Olives, betiveen
Luthany and Jerusalem. It detived its name from
the abundance of figs which grew there. This
tract scems to have tun along so near {0 Jerusa-
lem, thst the utinost street within the walls was

God alont, and consequently ought not to be paid

calied Ly that name.



