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The action cornmenccd, at the davn of day:
the picquet guards wcre driven in, and a hieuvy
fire opened upon the whole line, by whiclî part
thercof was tlsrown into disorder; and bein.-
ordered to forin on more advantagcous ground,
I fotind the cnemny doubling our left fiatik with
force and rapidity.

A destructive fire was sustiincd for soine
Urne; at len.-th borne down by nutnbers, the
few of us that remained wvithi the party retired
from thie lines, and subinitted. Thc rernainder
of our force, in number about 100, continuied
to defcnd themsclves wvith great gallantry, in
an unequal contest against sinali arins and
artiller, until 1 was brought ini as a prisoner
to that part of thec field occupied by tbe cnexny.

At this latter place, 1 understood that our
troops were defunding theniscives in a statu of
desperation - and I was informed by the coin-
manding officer of the cnemny, that lic would
aflord themn an opportunity of surrunleritig
thernselvcs prisoners of war, to %% hidlî 1
accecied. I was the more rcady to niake the
surrender from bcing assurcd, that utnle's
done quickly, the buildiins adjacent would
be immediately set on fire,and thmt. n responsi-
bility would bc t-tk-en for the conduet of the
savages, who were thon asscmnbled in great
nummibers

In this critical situation, bcing desirous to
preserve the lives of a nunîber of our bravo
feilowvs who still huld out, 1 sent a fia; to
thein, and agrced with the commanding officer
of the cnemy, that they should be surrcndered
prisoners of ivar, on condition of their being
protected fromn the savag-es, and being allowced
to retain thzir private property, and having
their side-arins returned to theni. It is inpos-
siblo for me to ascertain, itit ccrtainty, the
loss we have sustained in this action, frorn the
impracticability of knowing the nuinher who
have made thecir escape.

Thirty-five officers, and about four hun-
dred and eighty-seven non-commissioned
officers and privates, ame prisoners of war. A
list of the names of offieers is herewith encios-
ed to you. Our loss in killed is considerable.

Boweyer unfortunate xnay seemn the affaïr
of yesterday, 1 amn fattered by the belief that
no material errer is chargeable upon myself,
and that still less censure is deserved by the
tmopsI 1bad the honer of comnmding.

with the ex.-eption of that portion of our
force whici 'vas flirown loto disorder, DO
iroops have ever beliaved witli more deter-
mined intrepidity.

I have the honor to bewiith hdiAi respe,
Yuur obedient Servant,

J.S WINCHIESTR,
Brig.-Gen. (i. S. Army.

lIon. Secrctary at lVar.
N. B. The IndianFi have stili a few prisoners

in their possession, who, I have reason to
hope, will be given Up to Colonel Proctor, at
.Sanjdwich.

Jamcs Winchestcr, llrig.-Gcn.

F1rom Mfajor-Geneval IlarrWno, to Govsero
Shelby.

Camp on Carrying Rock, 15 miles from
the Rapidls, Jawiary 24th, 1818.

MY DPAR Smi,-! Scnd Colonel Welk- to you,
to communicate the particulars iýas fir as we
are acquaintcd with them) of an event that
wi!l overwhelm your mind with grief, and fil!
your whole state with mourning.

The greater part of Colonel Wells's regi-
ment, United Statuas Infantry, and the lst and
5th regiments- Kentucky Infantry, and Allen's
rifle regiment, under the immediate orders of
General Winchester have been cut te pieces
by the enexny, or takion prisoners. Great as
the calamity is, T still hope that, as far as it
relates te the objects of the camp)aign, it is flot
irrcparable. As soon as I ivas informed of
the attack upon General Winchester, about
12 o'clock on the 22nd instant, I set out to
overtake the detachmcnt of Kentucky troops,
that I had sent that morning to reinforce hisa,
and I directed the only regiment that I liad
with nie to foilow. I overtook Major Bobb'a
detachmnent at the distance of six miles; but
before the troops in the rear could get up,
certain information was received of General
Winchester's trtal defeat.

A council of war was called, and it was the
unanimous opinion of the Generals Payne and
Pcrkin, and ail the field officers, that thero
was no motive that could authorize an adrance
but that of attacking thme encxny, anmd tlhat
success was not to be expectcd after a forced-
nmarch of forty miles aganst au cnewy superior
in numhler, and welI provided with artiller.
Strong detachrients of the most active mea


