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:iLithor huis bis invectives ag'ainst
ty, ignloranice, and1 misery ; lic cou1(1 net
hiave choseri threc classes w'hichi have a
mol01e îîînerOuIs represcentatien iii the
wvcil, zlnd hcence freirn the first lie was

*ISSurIedl cf a Large following. Mhe poor,
t he 'gî1crant, t h c miserable arec the
uibiquiitouis, I iiighit alr-nost say ind(ispen-
sable, iingredlieîts cf cvery state, of ev-
eî*v Society. They arc cve* rcady te
follow blindly the banner that leads te
xvcalth anîd (distinction, aind, as a ceise-
qucncce, eageîlvy er1 îbrace anly miov-,înenlt
wvhich lias for its object, t,.oivci or dis-
gurtisedl, the overthiroxv cf the cxisting state
cf things. This is a lamentable- thoiugh
nlone the Iess certain, fluet, and cf lus
fizct Victor Hugo, whietber designiedly oi-
otherwvîse I kîiiow net, teok adaiaeii
the comiposition of Les 3!fiserabl,-.

The whole Nvork is a satire on society
it is more, - it ib an1 indîctient against
S(,Cîetlv foir alleged wvrongs J)iptated on
its iindividual mieibers ; the trial tak-es
place before a pî-cjudîced tribuinal and jury
- popular opinion,- and the evidence
brouight forth is n-i and fause. \Tic-
'or Ilugo clî<rg'es Societv? wvith degradlingy
mien by pauperismn, %voicn byhug,
and chîldrcn lw hiaviiig thenu brolught uip
in ignorance, and lie bioUs that Society
ow'es Support te the- fi-st, protection to the
second, and educatieni te, the third.
1-lence the apoiogv hihe mlakes for
wiritu-, this bock "As long as there cx-
ists in the wvorld ignoranc or~ miser-
bocks cf the- nature cf the present eule are
uisefuil." Tudged by thieir c flècts, thecir iî-
tilitv is of a rather deutbtfuil chai-acter.

Let uis sec how~ Victor I-luge supports
the tcirrible accusation that lie lays at the
<le-w of societ.v. I-le takes partictilar catses,
pi.oducc.s partial witnlesscs, and(l hice ar-
ivhes at fiilsc concluisionis. The romance
rests uipon the suflèrings cf jean Val jean,
wh-lo, Victor- I-ugo weul have uis believe
lias bezm condcm-ned te spend niicen

eaî-s on thîe galcys foi- stecaling a loaf cf
bread te k-cep iruiseif fromn starving.
Thius societv is i-epresented as condemin-
ingl a mn foi- an act of which lic wvas îîot
niorally guiilty, ai n d a s branding Ih i in
wvi t hl the infamouis naine cf convict, a

stain whichi, s0 1-ugyo says, years cf pen-
auce ccul(l not, or- at least, did net efflhce.

Nowv the grave eî-î-ei cf suicb a char-ge
aig.iinst society ,is tonce alpar-ent. Suchi
a case cf ext-eie hardsbip) and injuistice
as thlat of jeanî Vaijean happens, if at ail,
veu-y rarely, and then ratier by accident

than lîrouli deign. et tlie pet ti-ats
it as an eveiy(lay occtî-recc, and lie un1-
sparingly administers the lasbi te seciety
for evei-v individuial cîrcunistance in which
any inieniber stiflýi-s. This is unfluir even
on the admîissionî that Society ;s responisi-
ble foi- the general existence cf nîisery
aîîd destituition un the wcrld. i3tn
sticl admission can bc allowed ; hience
the chai-ge is net oîîly uîîflîii-, but it is
unjust and flilse in cvery paurticuilax-.

It \vas5 weII said that 'nisei-y is the
ouitcomc cf oui- owvn shortcciwings"

Society plauces w-îthin easy -eachi cf
cver-yoîîc the mneans b y whichi lie may
Suippoi-t bis falmily, if neot iii clegance, ait
lcast in coinfort. Shie furîîislies inui
Nvith the necessaries for the pi-otection cf
bis w'îf and the elucation cf bis childi-en.

Of course lie is net cxpected te sit
iclly by wvitlî bis hecad betivecni bis biauds
anîd rcwl and grumnble because the gyood
things cf the worid ai-e net bis. 1Il illust
l)e tup anid doing. But if lie nceglcct te
avail i mself cf the opportuîîitics offlèred,
wvhv sheuld Society bc blarnecl for thîe coni-
secquent sufli-ing? If, threuighl lis indif-
férence oir absolute pcrversity, bis fiunily
bc î-aiscd iii pevertY, huîîgci-, and squalor,
,%vly sliould Secictvý bc eled î-esonsible?
'Pc ar-jvc at such a conclusion is absolute-

b' i vi--anedbv the faicts cf the case,
an t it is upon these preunlises that the

author cf Les JIiçe,-ablés hases lîis*
charge against Society-

Mr. I-ugeo falis 'into anothecr gi-ave
crcî -an ci-ior comnion te wvriters of
bis stainp. I-Te carcfully aveids ,iiy uef-
cîenice te the cause oftlie niany social evils
wvhich hoe so vielently attacks. Hence
lie caninot, or at lcast hie dees not give
ait,. soluition cf the V'arions kinotty and
tu-',nblesomni problemis cf mnodernî social-
isîii. I-le suggcsts no ineaîis by whicli
tlîesc evils ighylt be î-ernedied or reclress-
cd. He contenits hiniself Nvitlî affirrning


