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No. 3.

ON THE AGRICULTURAL STATE OF THE
COUNTRY,

ot

Mz, Dawsox,

Sir,—T'Ius is a part of my proposed plan
that I enter upon with the greatest difiidence,
bemng conscious that [ cannot handle the sub-
Ject in the way it deserves: but in hopes it may
stumalate some one moye adequate 1o the task
to take up the pen, I proceed, and in the first
plice, would observe, that as sgricultural
affairs are so counceted with 1the vthwer con-
cerns of the country, I may be Jed 10 touch
lightdy upon some of them 1w going nlong.
Farmers, at the same time that 1 would say,
look well to your fields and flocks, [ would
say, look around you in the world ; and by
vomparing our own state with that of others,
T doubt not but you will sce matter of congra-
talation, while at the ssme time we may dis-
cover sometliing to reprehiead  That in the
eourse of Providenee we enjoy many blessings
fur which we ought to be thanhful T aduut, but
that we are bmprovang these blessuigs ag we
ought I deny.  Irom the loeal situation of N.
Scotia, 1ts yesources imernal and external, if
praperly brought into action, it might soou rival
any of the British American pusstssions: Lut
while we hear of sume of them openng canals,
and others projecting metal ralways, we look
on with sceming apathy : the sl-planned and
warse executed Shybenacadie canal seems to
have paralysed all our efforts in that way:
“although the best laid schiemes o® nice and
men rang att agiay,” we should not fold our
Lhands; rather let us strise to arouse the dor-
mant energies of vur eountry, and if we can-
not leadd the van, letus follow in the rear of
the march of improvement. I attribute the
greter pat of the mactnaty that prevanls, and
consequent  distress, to the premawre influx
of Inxury, accasioned by the unnatural flow of
weahh 1uto the country, during the war be-
twixt Great Britmn and the States of Amenri-
ca. It led to habits- of dissipation in a good
many—to finery and idleness in others, aud
so on. It is commnnly said, ¢ fight come, light
gone,’ this was verified from the way in which
money, both public and private, was appled
or rather mizapplieds farm produce brougin
fuch a price that a farmer thought there was
narisk in Iaying aside the moceasin limself,
amd his wife the homespon gown—and substs-
tunng in their place boots and silk ; and from
this and a correspanding tram of expences, 1
have hutle doubt but debts were coutracted
then that are not d’seharged in this day : cvery
ane then seemed to think that he conld not
get enaugh ol land,aud from the great demaad.
the price about doubled in o few years; but
purchasers soon saw that it was hikely o he
1 lusing cancern, and {frowm that tme to this
there have been agood many law suits in cou-
sequenee, and as there sre few wish 1o work
for antling, the lawyers had to be pand, and
the parties often left peanyless. 1t isan casy
matter Lo increase our expenses, but it requires
some self-demal to circumsenbe them: those
who hadat in their power atll indulged in luxn-
ries, even after the cauge that intruduced them
coased tg give them support; hence new re-
sonrees had to be looked for. Thosa who had
the inanagement of the public money employed
it pretty freely, and whea the coffers were
empicd, racourse was had to the issuing paper
ropres *oting monav, upon the faith of the caun-
try retunding it; but as there are Quit Rents,
Seeretany’s fees, and a great many other things

of that kind to pay, urless there is a coarse of
retrenchment entered upon and persevered in,
it may soon hocome a part of the funded dobt,
and the country have to pay interest upon it
The lumber trade presented another tempting
source of supplying the demund, but us it was
thought (il ately, thot it could not be carried
on without the use ol thot demoralising, health
and peace destroying article—Rum, a good part
of the proceeds wos destroyed by the too (ree
use of it; and frequently, (rom making miscaleu-
lations, these engaged in 1t were involyed in
dobt: 1 do not sny that this proceuds {rom any
fuult in the trade itself, but from the way in
which it 15 conducted. 1f furmers would lay
out the fitst spare money they could command,
in getling good ploughs and carts in place ol
chaises and sleighs, it would answor a good pur-
pose—it wight enable them soon to get the
others, and things go on more casily. Aunother
drawback to the prosperty of the country is,
tha! too many wish to hive without labour; every
idle man is n butden on those who work; if
cvery lounger were to set actively to work, he
would suon feel moro comfortable, and his la-
bour would tell in the appearance of the coun-
try 'I'be lngh price of labour tends to retard
nnprovement without bencfitting those in a ge-
neral way who earnat. It the Leguslature were
to fix the rate of wages in public works at a-
bout 2s. 6d. a dey, it mught do somuth'ng to
correct the evil; and if some member whe
would  mest the title Honble. would set the
example, Ly introducing a hill to lessen the
wages of said Honble. Members, the thing
might bo effected. Ia hopes that some abler
hand may wield the pen 1n the cause, I shall
say a0 Inore al present, but reman

Yours truly,

OLD RUSTICUS.
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Mgr. Epitonr,
Temperunce, or as they rather should be
called, accordng to the plan on wlich they
are at present constituted, Abstinarce Societies,
have formed of late the subject of much and
keen disrussion.  "The ques lon is one of no
inconsiderable moment. That such Sacieties
should have eacountered even violent vpposi-
tion, need yot seem strange.  While mankind
are fond of novelty, they are at the same time
prone, from a narrow perversity, to exclaim
against real improvements, lm} m_l)';e introduce-
tion of which they have had no individual share,
as at least suspicious, if not dangerous inno-
vatons,  Besides this general source of oppo-
siton, there arc other circumstances which
have exercised a puwerful influence in aug-
wenting and maturning hosthty to Temperance
Sucicies ‘There is the stubborn power of
long estabhished customs with which are es-
soerted false notions of friendsiip and social
aficction ; a strong love of sensual granfica-
tions and with many the caleulating views of
wterest. ‘That feelings o connection wath
such circumstances, have been in arms againsi
the Sucieties of which we speak, is undgmnblc.
Not a few who have spoken aud written a-
zainst the T'emperance cause, have charged its
friends with substduting it, as a means of re-
forming the morals of manknd, 11 place of
the Gospel.  This 1s & very plausible objec-
tion, and has had ne small weight with these,
who think but superficially on the subject. We
are far from defending all that the sincere
fiicnds of the system have written 3 nay, much
of it we condemu, ag it _appears to us untena-
able. But os respects the objection now men-
tioned, we mumtnin that it 1s plausible only.
We shall .adout that some of the friends of
‘Pamperance Sucictics, do prefer these to the
Gespel, and shew that they feel much more in-
terest m them. But who ought to vindicae

conduct of this description?  Besides, thisex-

ample, erroneons though it be, does not prne
thut such Societics are in themsclves wrong.
[t merely shews, that they attach o preference
to what is less valuable, or, it may be, winle
advocutes of temperunce, they have no esteem
for the Gaspel ot all.  Fasther, we shall ad-
mit, to give the authors of the objection !l
manuer ol justice, that some of the supporters
of the temperauce system may have so ncted,
nud spoken and written, as to warrant the ol
jectors in saying, that the former really wish to
substitute such societies in place of rehgion,
To this we reply as above. The couduot ut
such friends is highly reprehensible; but still,
thisis far from shewing, that the socienes in
fquestion are, in principle, vicious, and ought
to be suppressed.  But we have resson to
think, that the concessions now made, ure
much more liberal, than the case requires. It
is our conviction, and we think it is well fouml-
vd, that by far the mujor part of the advocates
of Temperance Societes, have never enter-
tamned the remotest idea of substituting these,
in place of the Gospel; nor have gmven the
slightest grounds for the objection, winch hay
been often and carefully presented by the enc-
mies of the system, in its most formiduble and
cffecive aspects.  Dut even although all the
advacates of the temperance cunse, should
come furward, and declare that they do intend
to make the substitution with which they are
charged, stiti even this would not prove, that
Temperance Societies, in themselves, are ne.
cessanily wrong. In themselves, aftes all, they
may be good and useful, although supported
in & manner the most coudemuable. Ef they
could be vindicated in no other way than ut
the expense of the Guspel, we would say at
once, diswiss them altogether.  But we think,
and we hope to be able to shew, that they cun
be supporied in perfect consistency with the
high cluims of christianityy. T'he principle of
Temperance Societies is quite distinet from
the real or supposed course which some of the
friends of the eystem may have pursued. Aoy
measure, and the manner in which it is upheld,
should never be confounded. And from the
mistakes which may be connected with the
lutter, shall we necessanly infer, that the for-
mer isessentially faulty. This, however, is
the spint of the objection against Temperance
Sacieties.which we have now consudered.

1 intend to sond you soon same further te-
marks. M.

QUERY
[rFor Tue BrE.]

Is it not an imposition 10 the spint, as well as anin-
trusion an the prvileges, of any class of His Majes-
1y’s subjects, to haive a dagistrate nominated from
another quarter of the country for them, without gven
asking the opinion of, or acquainting, a single respec-
table ind:vidual of those among whom he was destin-
ed to_act, of the mattor—asserting as a pretext, to
sanction such clandestine proceedings that neither the
natural or acquired capacity of thoss nomsnated fot
that purpose, were competent for the responsibility of
the stavion; individuals whoso integrity stands unime
peachable, residents from their infancy among our-
sclves, and recommended by the unanimous approbae
tion of tho community swmoeng whom they reside?—1n
my simplo’conjecture, Mr. Editor, it is preasely tho
same rcasons that Tatler gave in your last number,
i hLis admirable letter to Lawyers, why a Farmer
should not be a Representative, because they aro not
Gentlemen--although 1 have always been taught to
conmder ** gentility without ahility, as & pudding with-
out fut;" st all ovents, it Jooks something like the
menning of the word ** iniquitas pracpotentium’®
ot ¢ parunlity® among our Solong—quid putasne?

ATHANATUS.

[In answer to the above Query, wo would say, that
fiowever desirable it may Yo that tho appointment of
Magistrates should bo regulated by tle people’'s
choico, it'is 8 power which although sought, has not
s0 faras wo know been conceded to tho peoplo n
any part of the Brtish dominion, except in Upper

Canada. Tho example of that Province, should en-



