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@LD SPELING REVIZED

annual cost ($600,000) of Toronto’s pub-
lic scools is wasted in teaching the irreg-
ularities and monstrosities of speling, it
asks why $130,000 a year shud be sunk so
in a singl city? After shoing that simpli-
fication of our wordforms wil help spred
the language, it concludes:

“After the metric system is introduced, the

next great educational movement shud concern
itself with reformd speling.”

The World’s editer, W.F.Maclean, M.P.,
is a rising man. Born in Ontario in 1854,
he was educated in the public scools of
Hamilton and in Toronto University (B.
A., 1880). A born jurnalist, he was on
the staf of the Toronto (lobe and cther
newspapers til he establisht 7he Toronto
World as an independent high-tarif paper
with Conservativ leanings, especialy since
its editer enterd politics. However, 7%e
World publishes a National Platform-—a
strong blending of conservativ-radicalism
—in which evry one finds sevral planks
to comend. Maclean so’t election to the
Canadian Parlement for his nativ North
Wentworth but unsuccessfuly. Next he
nearly ousted ex-premier Mackenzie from
East York, which includes part of Toron-
to. Since Mackenzie’s deth it has Deen
represented by Maclean, returnd in 1896,
and in 1900 by 800 majority. ITe has a
vigoros, practical, logical grasp of ques-
tions—far more so than the average wud-
be reformer, especialy a radical one who
defeats his own end and noks his brains
out against stuborn facts.

AROUSING JURNALISTS AND PRINTERS,

Ontario’s Nestor in advocacy of simpli-
fication of wordforms is Mr Wm H. Orr,
principal of the Toronto branch of the Et-
na Life Insurance Co, When he saw the
World’s editorial mentiond above, it stird
the martial spirit of the war-hors, too long
dormant, and he so’t out the HErALD for
counsel before brekfast. He bo’t 100 cop-
ies of The World, markt them, and adrest
them to as many publishers with this:

S1R, Having from erly years (when publishing
the Bowmanville Messenger, Oshawa Vindicator
and Christian Offering) been a warm advocat of
speling reform, I delight in the practical step
taken by the Toronto World as set forth in its
leading editorial of this morning. I send yu and
other newspaper publishers a markt copy, and
beg yu to read the articl carefuly.

“Wud it not be wise and beneficent if evry
publisher in Ontario wud folo the brave opening
thus made? Wud it be too much to hope that
yu make a New Century move along this line?
Giv'The World an encuraging word, and consider
whether yu cannot greatly forward the goad
work by uzing similar speling in future?”

Heshud h.av markt this statement in the
World, considering to whom it was adrest,

80 as “to rub it in” to a spot very sensitiv
—the poket:

“If one-tenth the leters now uzed ar unneces-
ary, we can save ten per cent on our paper bils.
If the saving on paper wer only five per cent, it
wud be enormos in agregat. . . Newspaper
men wil grasp the significance of reformd spel-
ing when they realize that it wud mean increas
of ten per cent in eficiency of composing-rouns.
Ther wud be a saving of six minuts in the our
in geting to pres with late news.”

Yet more, Mr Orracts on the presump-
tion that jurnalists and printers wud folo
the beter way, alike from intelligence, in-
clination and interest, wer they safe in
asuming that public opinion wud suport
them. Their own intelligence is hardly
at fault. Jurnalists, as a rule, ar alert and
progressiv, especialy where, as in this
case, hevy busines interests ar involvd.
It isthe publicwho ar ignorant and indif-
rent,and need educating, The jurnalist-
printer can serv both his own interests
and educate the public too by starting
on a beter cours: “wel begun is haf done.”
Acordingly, Mr Orr had typeritn sevral
copies of this plea. It is adrestto Toronto
publishers and jurnalists:

“l. The deplorabl and vexatios irregularity
of English speling has come about largely from
printers, almost from Caxton down, having done
as did their predecessers. Since Shakspear, our
language has changed much (as from leters be-
coming silent) with no coresponding change in
speling.

*2. ‘The Rules of the Ofice’ permit each mas-
ter-printer to dictate which of two variant spel-
ings shal be uzed in his priutery.

““3. Concerted gradnal extension of the ‘Rule-
of the Ofice’ is a feasibl -method to bring simp-
ler speling into use.

*“4, Each expensiv type-seting machine, its op-
erater and the rest of the ‘plant’ now lose an our
aday puting in leters that ar silent or useles. Or,
the ‘plant’ wil turn out as much work with ten
per cent les of wear, tear and runing expenses.

“5. A century ago useles k was dropt from
musick, traffick, logick, magick, ete., which now
look od with them. So,

“6. Retention of most irregularities and useles
leters is mater of habit and prejudice, unsuport-
ed by either reason or authority, and specialy
condemnd by linguists of highest authority.

“7. The Toronto World recently extended its
alredy excelent ‘Rules of ¢che Ofice’ by disearding

catalogue. pedagogue, demagogue, prologue,

decalogue, a.lthougtﬁ, thorough, thoroughfare,

through, throughout, programme, though
(which require 104 leters), and substitnted for
them these shorter ones (requiring but 74j;

catalog, pedagog, demagog, prolog, decalog, tho,

altho, thoro, thorofare, thru, thruout, program
It isnow in the second year's practis of them, It
said (4th Feb. 1901), with much els, that it ‘had
lost neither influence nor prestige among ultra-
conservativs,” but had establisht this fact that
‘the daily paper can take a hand in speling re-
form without sacrificing circulation or influence.
No newspaper need hesitate foloing The World's
exampl for fear of losing cast or sufeving pecuni-
ary damage.” We ask yu to extend the Rules of
vur Ofice so far as yur judgment alows in direc-
tion of simplification of speling. We think the
time has come when public opinion wil suport
a stedy gradual advance.

‘8. We ar startld to notice that British trade
supremacy seems thretnd. This is largely due
to being handicapt by old-fasiond ways of doing
things, as rekoning money, weights and mesures,
and so much els of which the last but not least is



