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RgvISED SPRLING: 1. OMIT evry uscles loter.
2. CRANGE d tot, phto df. gk to f, if sounded so.
These rules are justified by Revision of Speling
(now in progres). Such speling is to be preford,
Jtt}:lst,t asf I}grlxsed Translation of Bible is preferd to

a0 .

VOWEL PAIRS.

An exact specification of vowels is a ne-
cesity in all study of speech-sounds. This
has been made by riters on Fonografy, and
done so wel that an experience of haf a cen-
tury servs to sho that the twelv vowels of
the Fonografic System 'ar practicaly all-
suficient, altho theoreticaly some onestly
maintain the recognition of one or more
shade vowels. \When Walker, in 1791, first
publisht his Pronouncing Dictionary he re-
cognized thirteen, the thirtcenth being that
in my, now generaly conceded to be dif-
thongal. Except in this respect, Walker, in
subsequent editions in his lifetime, and even
in those of recent issu=, never departed from
his twelv vowel system. Other orthcépists,
notably Smart in 1836, atempted improve-
ments on Walker. They hav lit] practical
value.

A recent analysis of our vowels is that
used by the Bureau of Ethnology at Wash-
_ ington, and made by Major Powel. It may

be found in the second edition of his Intro-
duction to the Study of Indian Languages.
The Indian races of America ar rapidly dy-
ing out and their lJanguage becoming extinct.
The Bureau desire to havall such languages
ritn down for Ethnologic and general sien-
tific use; in doing which, it is evident no
time shud be lost, Acordingly all compe-
tent observers ar ernestly urged to make ritn
records of Indianspeech ; and, that uniformi-
ty of result besecured for comparison, it 1s in-
dispensabl thatacomon system of orthografic
notation be employd. For this purpos, the
sounds herd ar referd to and compard with
the sounds of the chief modern languages,
especialy English, so generaly spoken thru-
out America. Not only ar the right vowels
givn by Powel, but they are paird properly.
Fonografers do not do this. They atempt
to force the twelv into six pairs. The truth
is, eight of them compose four pairs wel
enuf, while the remaining four do not pair at
all. A dash, light or hevy, and a dot, light
or hevy, each in three diferent positions, giv
a brief and simp! method of marking the
twelv. In shortband, brevity takes preced-
ence 'over evrything els, even to the sacri-
fice of fonologic truth. Hence brevity made
it expedient that the twelv beforced into six
pairs. Three of these pairs ar natural
envf : viz., those in ill and eel, ell and ale,
pull and pool. Two others ar holly unnat-
ural, and shud be divorst: viz., those in up
and 70, and those in at and art. Those in

not and naught constit. « the sixth pair. But
the vowel in not pairs much betr with that
in art, leaving those in a¢ and naught un-
mated as they shud be. So excelent is
Powel's division that we prefer to let him
speak for himself:

 The vowel sounds found most widely among
Innman languages arthefive ocuringin these Eng-
lish words: far, they, pique, note, rule.

_*“Each of theso sounds is represented in Eng-
lish by two ormore letys or combinations of letrs.
Ofn in English, stil moreofnin French, and usualy
in German and Italian, these sounds ar repre-
sented by the vowel letrs by which they ar ritn
in the words above givn, namely:

a e i o u
far, they, pique, note, rule.

‘' They axe gongmlf' calld the confinontal signs,
tlts1 being so used in ail Europe, except the British
sles.

“Any givn vowel soundis agt to befoundin the
samo language having two diferont quantities,
one long and one short. Ofn ther is also a slight
diforence of quality or tone aded to that of quan-
tity. The diference of tone between thelong and
short values of what is nearly the sae sound is

reater in English than in almost any other
anguage.”

This is what makes it sodificult to accept
paird signs for sounds that seem perfectly
distinct, even to the most ignorant among
us. An ignoramus can redily distinguish
between ill and cel, ell and - ¢, pulland pool.
This being the case, it is a positiv mistake
in the lerned to insist too rigidly that they
shal be represented by paird signs. Powel
proceeds :

“The shorter sound corresponding to the long-
¢ of they i3 the sound of then or kead ; the short
sound to pique is that in pick ; the short sound to
ruleis that in pull. But English hasno realshort
0, oxcept in the ‘ Yankee' pronunciation of a fow
words like kome, whole, none. Nor has it a real
short sound corresgonding to the ¢ in far and
father ; the so-called ‘shorto’ of not aud what
and their like is our nearest aproachto it, andis
near enuf to bear being calld shorta.

“The usual way to distingmsh the shoxt value
of the vowel is fo rite a curvd mark (the brey)
over it. I'hesefive sigus, then, shud beritnin this
meanner:

b g 1 3 i
what, then, pick, [whole,] pull.

«Jt shud be distinctly rememberd that the
sounds represented by these letrs markt with the
brev ar not exactly the short sounds correspond-
ing to the long vowels represented by the un-
modified letrs. Ther is in ench case & slight
diference of tone in adition to the diference in
quantity. .

“In English we hava vowel sound herd in awe,
aught, all, Lord and many other words.......Then
ther is the sound of a in ca¢, man,and otherwords
......Finaly theris the vowel sound herd in but, son,
dlood. Itisofn calld a neutralvowel becausein its
uterance *he organs of speech ar nearly in the.
indefinit pusition of simpl breathing.”

To sum up, we hav four pairs and four not
paird, viz,, those in no, all, cat, but. .

—With emfasis we repeat that former ad-
vocats of Orthografic Revision—-

1. Had bad alphabets.

2. Began at the rong end.

3. Went too far.




