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in the air; wvhile some are curled up in a
ring like a log'.

' Most of those babies sleop in a restless,
jorhy, nervous way, as if thoy liad badi
dreams. Many wifl be meen playing %vitlî
caedi other, craNwling over tbc -round -an-
casily, day and night alilie, or rollina
over and over in good-natured frolie; for
these amiable littie beasts are nover ill-
lnatured.

Tho interesting time in tbis water-baby's
life cornes mwbon hoe learns to swiin. His
parents takze no0 notice of in, and the
little fellow lias to attend to bis oivn cdu-

strugglcs and beats the vater Nvith bis littie
flippers, and cornes out so tired that ho lias
to tako a nap at once.

Every day the young seals play in the
water, very elumsy and awk-ward at first,
but learning more as time goes on, tli,
before inany 'wohs, the wholo baby popu-
lation of bundreds of thousands o! pups
spend most of their lime in the surf, swarni-
ig along bhe whole coast, rollick-ing and
cbatting ini great gice.

'1y bbc timo bbc old seals kave bbe ]aud,
and tho young ones begin to feel the desire
to go too, the young seal can swirn and
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cation, for, strango bo say, tlîough destined
to pass bis life in bbc wvater, hoe cannot sivimi
tili ibas learnod.

'It happons thus: In bis wandering,
about the laud, whenl hie g-es to be five or
six %veclcs old, tho pup, as ho is called, first
or last stunibles upon the beachi, and into
tbc cdge of the surf. This is za new cie-
ment, but itlibas a, fascination for bim that
lie Cannot resist.

' The first time a. Nave waslbes up and
goos over in, hoe turns in bot baste and
scrainbles back- upon the lanid, vory mucli
frightoued; but in a, moment or tvo, back
lie gocs, flotunders about in the first waTc,

dive and sport and sleep in the water with
case. .Also ho lias learnied to get froin it
bis food, consisting of sinali squids ana
other littie ereatures, ztili hie is strong and
expert enough bo catch fish.

1 By the middle of Soptembor this self-
training is endEd, and the 370ung seals
Weig-:h tbirty or forty pounds. As the time
draws near for them to take to their ocean
life, they shed their baby-coats and put on
the Ilsca-goin- jackiets "-ight grey over-
coats of fine bair about an inch longr
and- soft brovn under oncs, lbal! an inch
thich-, which, keep their bodies warmn and
drY.


