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By-and-by the btormn passed over, and boundless Clristian charity, and readily re-
tho sky clcared, and Çyprian rcturned to his cuive those wliose repentance ivas proved ta

Jflook. The firsb question thatu arose w'as as bc sincere.
to h treatment of those Who had iapsed or J This. was reasonable enouii(, but it of-
fallen away. A small pirty deniandcd that fended flic opposing party. They formed a
they should at once be re-admitted to the sehisin, altered their attitude, and con-
communion of the Cliureli, and that no kind demned the action of Cyprian in re-admit-
of punishinent !,houl1d bo inflicted upon thent. ting the lapsed ; and, professing a zeal for the

Now ~Ve must bear ini mmnd that in the greater purity of the Cihurcb, they placed a,
early Chuceh a discipline was upheld and mnan named Novatian ovcr them as Bishiop.
zidýiinistcrcd ivhich %vould semi strange to They became known as Novatianists, and for
us in this ninetecnth century. A Christian three buudred years dividcd and wveakened
known to have been guilty of a great sin the African Chu reh; aftcr vhich thev died Out.
,%Vas 1put to open penauee' b.y the Churcb. Alas! it wotid( have been. well had they
le hiad publicly to show signs of genuine been the first and last schismatics-well for
repentance before lie could bc received back the spread of Gospel truth, and iveil for the

tinto the conpany o! lie Faithful. Itivould peae of the Christian Churcb. WVe pra y in
sea that a confesz:ion in the face of the the Litauy to ho delivered from hieresy and

iwhole congregation was sometimes made by Iscliismr. The twvo are distinct. A1 hcatie
the guilty partyadtefoa csnh is one w1lc separates himaself from the faithl

1 %as permitted only te enter the churcli door, of the ( 'thlic. Church ta folloiw sonne doe
J without participation in the highest acts of trine of bis own. A sehisrnatic is one iwho
jdevotion. This discipline, as ive miglit sup- rebels against bec order and governiment, to

pose, had a most wvholesome cffcct. It Izept set up some new formi for himself. ]3oth
the Standard o! Christian living bighb. It iealzen Christian effort, because thcy divideJirspired inen with a deep sense of the it; and both set aside the dying wvish of the

uito! sin. It caused them ta value Chris- Lord ' that tbcey rnay bc one.'
tiau privileges. It made the Christian j leresy showed ilsel! early i't the Chris-
calling a great re.,lity: And it must be re- tian Cliureh. S. P~aul mentions Alexander,

Jmembered that the Churcli stili regards dis- lfymcnreus, and I'hiletus, as having erred
cipliire as neeessary ta holiness, and teaclies Jconcerning the faith. And Simon o! Samaria

us.ta ay achAàWcdnesday that ils re- causedl scrions trouble to S. Peter. S. John,
stortionis ' M'Zh tabc %Vishd.' n -ritirigr to the seven Chiiches of the

It is quite apparent that the discipline ; 1evelatiou, speaks of the 'Nicolaitanes as
of the Church o! Cartixage was in danger of already a formidable body; and the great
beiu- trampled on. And this S. Cyprian gnostic beresy had arisen before bis death.

Jperceivcd. Those %vho had suffcred began Yet out o! evil GodI bring-s good. S. Paul
to dlaim a right te answer for ihose w%,ho bad does tnot hesitate te sly, "'TIc.re mnLst hoc
fallen. The merits of the one case were to heresies among you, tle'.G they vhicli are
ruale up, for the fauits o! the otimer. Martyr approvcd may bo made man;fcest.' WVhen
tickets-%ere distributed, exempting the lapsed -iercsies are rife, tbu faiLli is de£3ned, and
fromn punishment. It was indeed -_ systera crccds are framed, and lthe tarutli is -.,in-
of indulgences not unlike those o! the in- dicatea. And have tbey not been themeans

jfamous Tetzel in the days'of Luther. This at times o! preserving some aspect o! truth
gross corruption Cyprian sternly and un- which the Churcli had well-nigh forgotten ?
Ilinchingy opposeci. le %vould recognise *The Gnosticism o! the early days -%vas a
*no sucli testimoniale. A xnan must repent -rafting of Christ.ianity upon beathen phile-
of his own sins, and not until ho bu& done sopby. Was God in titis %vay preservinig
sa, could lie bo admitted-to te corimunion uil that was good in heathenismn that il.
.ohho iChurcb. levrould noet ohaTdupon inight bc brouglit ont and perfccted in
the 'weacer brethren. Hie vould e-xercise a Christianit.y?


