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HERO WORSHIP:— MAHOMET
AND JOE SMITH.

4
N a recent number we published an articlo.on
this subject, in which the writer, in a jesting
8pirit, attempted to show that tho facts and
arguments by which Mr. Carlsle tried to prove
that Mahomet was “a true prophet,” would
equally prove that the Mormon impostor, Joe
Smith, was also a prophet intrusted with a mis-
sivn to earth from Heaven. Perhaps tho subject
is one too scrivus fur persiflage; for certainly,
although the bare proposition would only sog-
gest a somewhat vercnt joke on a grave
qnestion, yct the earncstness with which Mr.
Cariyic hacdles it makes it po joking matter to
the large class of readers, especially tho young,
who surrender their admiring faith to the teach-
ings of the author of Hero Worship and Sartor
Regartus. .
Mr. Carlyle is one of thoso writers who are
calculated to cast a powerful spell over the age
in which they live. o helongs to that order of
men of taleat who are not men of genius, fur-
ther than that o leaven of genius must always be
intermingled, in a larger or smaller degree, with
all talent of the higher class. Voltaire is the
representativo roan of this order, and tho great-
est of them. Yet compare Voltaire with men of
truo genius, and how far ho sinks heneath them.
C.mparo his plays with thoso of Corneillo and
Rucine,—bjs Henriade, not with Paradise Lost,
but with Cawoen's Lusiad, cven in our rather
indifferent translation of i?-compam his prose
compositions with thoso of Bossuet and Pascal,
and how meretricious they appear with all the
charms Lo had the art to impart to them. How
we miss tho sonorous ring of tho truo metal.
Yet this man in bis day wiclded a power and &
sway over tho intellect of the world to which
none of tho, celcbrated writers with whom we
‘havo contrasted him, to which the wholo of them,
could not Iny claim; and tho succeeding genera-
tion, atleast, was no less under tho control of
the dactrines he had taught. Carlyle, liko Vol-
taire, is less a man of geniug than o man of
talent; and tho sage of Greenwich also, like
the philosopher of Ferney, has shed bis inflacnco
over the present generstion moro widely than
any man of our, times. As was the caso with
Valtaire, g i3 perhaps only the head of a sect,
but his specalations pave, to gsomo extent, per-
vaded the opinions of all secls, though the
implicit pelievers in them may b comgam}ivcly
few. .Thus it 13, too, in mechanics and science ;
the man of genius inyents, tho man of talent
utx'lizc_{sh the ;rgcnﬁgix%h and r&p?’fého y‘;oﬁta, t;nd
0 tho praise, whith are rcally dag to anotuer,
. r‘Ieifx‘hmdonot,in these reruarks, mean to dis

late on tho character and influence of Mr, Car-
Iyle's diterary Iabours, but shall confine ourselves
10 gomao cursory observations oa ono of them, his
Hero Worship, and of that work, only to that
portion of it which treats of Mahomet as a pro-
phct. Tho author, as we have 8aid, declayes
that the Arabian is not only a prophet, but a true
one, as true a ong, if we understand bim rightly,
a3 Isaiah, or Jeremial, or Danicl. “Wo have
chasen Mahomet,” he states, ¢ not as tho most
cminent Prophet, but as the one wo are freest to
speak of, Ho is by no means the truest of Pro-
phets; but I estcem him a truo ono.” Wo
aro awaro that, from the eloguent rhapsody
which follows, more than ono meaning may be
extracted; but ho still is faithiul to his text, and
the divinely inspired man of Arabia is own
brother to the ¢ divino man of Nazareth,” and
the peer of all tho Hebrew prophets. This isnot
o new idea, but it is the first timo that it was so
openly taught, and so claborately and cunningly
expounded in our language. It is simply German
Pantheism interlarded with wijat ho- himself
would call a sort of “religiosity,” ha]f pagan,
balf Christian, tho moro dadgerous from the
high-toned morality in which it is disguised.
Our author’s religion, indecd, if somewhat motlcy
in its character, is not very complex, or difli-
cult to compreﬁend, as ho explaing it: “To
which of theso threo religions do yop specially
adhbere 77 enquires Mcister of bis Teacher. “ To
all tho three,” answers the other; “Tp all the
Threo ; for tixey, by their union, first constitato
the true Religion.” Wo believe Mr. Carlylo to
be a thoroughly good man; but wo also believe
that he has caused much mischief by shaking
men’s faith in rovealed religion, as it is generally
reccived throughout Christendom, and by rpb-
bing them of the belief in which timy wero edu-
cated, while giving them nothing with which to
replace it.  His attempt to elevato Mahomet to
tho position of the Hebrew prophets, is an cut-
rage not only against tho cherished creed of
millions, but against common sense. It requires
no theory of a heavenly mission to explain the
sources from which tho Arabian drew his reli-
gion, they havo been told over and over again
but o'd facts, howerer well authenticated, and
old arguments, though incapable of rcfutation,
aro an sbomination in Mr, Carlyle's eyes. A
spade is not a spade with bim, but somo myste-
rious implement gmoggled from the skies, or the
clouds, by Tubal-Cain, or perhaps by Prome-
theus, to rako xup his stolcn firo withal. It is
quito certain, at the same time, that the reason-
ing by which ho proves Mahomet's ¢laims to tho
honours of a ¢ truo prophet” are eauslly appli-
cable to Joo Smith’s pretensions 1, tho same
dignity, as shown in a former jssuo.  Although,
therefors, we are not squeamish on that point,
weo would guard parents from the peril of placing
somo of Mr. Carlyle’s works in tho bands of
young persons whoso opinions bave not yet been
fully formed, and fixed by reflcction and experi-
cnce on the most important of all subjects,

BRIGADIER RICHARD MONT-
GOMERY.

HERE i3 in our history a problem the solo-
tion of which ought not to be delayed any
onger. Fortunately, tho publication by the
Literary and Historical Sotiety of Quebec, of
some of its valuable manuscripts, farnishes addi-
tional facilities for settling the point:— ,
Was Brigadier Richard Montgomery, who fell
at Pres d:‘ngle, Quebec, on the Blst Dec er,

1715, gt the head of the Continental 2roops, the
same as that darbarous Captain Monigomery of

the 43rd regiment, who was sent down by Murray
at the head of some ferocious Rangerson the 23rd
August, 1159, to devasiate, wilh fire and sword,
the dwellings of the pegasntry at Ste. JAnane,
Chateau Richer, &e., butchering and, scalping,
in cold blood, children and prisoncrs of war, who
had surrendered and been promised protection

Notwithstanding tho positive manner jn which
our historians, Smith, Garncau,, tho, Abhé Fer-
land, and others, havo asserted the fact, I shall
hasten to re-open the question, and ask for new
light, beforo tho continuation of the elaborate
history of the culony which tho Abbé Faillon is
publishing in Muntreal, and tho ono the Abbé
Ferland bag left fur pui)lication in Quebec, lend
their powerful aid to cunsccrato this opimon, so
unjust to tho man to whom it refera. .

Being ono of those who until lately helped to
circulato the accredited version, ¥ think it both
a duty and an honour to enter a protest
against aninjustico of long standing—though the
wan traduced may bave been a bitter enemy to
Canada. With the help of Col. Caldwell's h}yter
tho Army List, and other authoritieg to be found
in O’Callaghan’s Documentary History of New
York, I think I can without difficuliy make out

my €aso., . 1 .

The chicf authority on which Messys, Gameau,
Ferland, and Smith rested their assertion appears
to have been tho text of a journal kept by Col.
Malcolm Fraser, onc of Wolfe's oficers, then
serving in Frasers Highlanders as, lieatenant,
and present at tho massacro of prisoners, . The
public i3 again indebted to the Qucbeo Literary
and Historical Suciety for tho publication of this
manuscript. Fraser's journal, p. 13, runs thug:
« Thursday, 237d (Aug., 1759). Wo were reinforc-
cd by a party ofabout onc huadred and forty Light
Infantry and & company of Rangers, under tho
command of Capt. Moatgormery, of Kennedy’s or
forty-third regiment, who Likewise took the com-
maund of our detachment, and we all, marched to
attack the village to the west of St, Joachim,
which was occapled by a party of the enemy to
tbo number of about two hundred, as we suppos-
cd, Canadisns and Jodians. When we came
pretty near the village, they fired on us from tho
bouses pretty smartly. We were ordeced to lio
behind tho fences tilt the Rangers, who were
detached to attack the cnemy from tho woods,
began firing on their left Bank, when we,advan-
ced briskly without great order, and tho French
abandoned the houses and eadeavoured, to get to
the woods, our men pursuing closo at their heels.
Thero were several of the encmy killed and
wounded, and o fow prisoners taken, all of whom
the barbarous Captain Montgomery, who com-
manded us, ordered o be bulchered 1n a most in-
Auman and cr el manner, particularly, fwo, who
I sent prisoners by a serjeant, after having given
them -Jluar‘" and engaging that they should not
be Kuled, were, one shot, and the other knocked
down with a tomahawk, and both scalped 1n my
abscnte.essoes After this skirmish we set,abont
burning the houses with great success, setting
all'in flames, till wo camo to tho ¢hurch, of, Ste.
Anne's, whero we put up for the night, and wero
joined by Captain Ross, with sbout ono hundred
and twenty-nine of his company? ., ... .

It will bo scen by this English_account, how
our forefathers carried on war in those days.
This unparalicled pieco of barbarity,on helpless
prisoncrajs so much at varisnce with the gene-
rosity end high-mindeduess which Geo, Badcroft,
Jared Spatks, and other historians ascribo to
tho hero of Qucbc& that wo are doubly, juatified
in inquiring whetlfer, be is, the .eamo .83 Capt.
Montgomery, tho. Chitean Richer bntgher., On
refesenco to the, Army Lis to manuscripls of
the New York Hisforical Socicly, to. Dunlap’s
Higlory of New York, II, 17, and to Qclone




