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What 'will the New Ycar bring of gain or loss,
Wliat dark Gethseinanc, wvhat Star-lit Cross ?

Our position is unique this year. MWe not oiy
stand on then threshioid of a ncw year, but on the thrcs-
hlîod of a new century. Iow solemn the thougit.
WVhat a sense of rcsponsibiiity it brings with it! The
words '¶eirs of ail the Lges" take a ncw nieaning for
lis as %vc look back vand consider the century that lias
gone frorn us. WVhat a wonderfil century! WVhat
progrcss, what dcvelop ment, iwhat a history! And
yct lîowsaid thant it sholuld go oui auuid tlie sounds of war
nnd carnagre; lioir said that intemperance and kindred
m~ils shouid stain the unantie of the ucu- year ; that
"covetous hindranccs to Chiristianity" slîould stili

abound. IVe cannot but ilsk ourseli-es if ail this wouid
1ho possible if the' Churcli of God hiad beciu faithful to
its Iîighi trust?' It sliouid be a solcmîii thouglit to theý
chlldren and yoting peo'plo of to-day that; this centuiy
%vill be gfivon int-o thieir hands to make or to mar it. To
keep ili motion the traîin of good influences ihich shahl
ha8sten the happy day wien. "ftic carth shial be filled
With the kolgcof the 0,,1ory of ilie Lord " or to re-
tord Ilhat train andi set the worid on a downward grade.

And ive who arc older, what have wc donc with Our
i'xailuplc and influece? 4"Is this ncw century going to
hoe better ililn the ]ast because we have ]eft the imprc.s
of Our fatand hiope, and love, anid righît doing upon
the chlldren of this gencerationi?" It is a soleiln que-%.
tion. tha.t W-c hiave t-ý face. Riegrets will flot rtdeeinu
the Past, b)ut good rcsýoi'îtionsj will do) InuIclI for tIlî.

Study caref uily lue Letiget prcpared by our Society
on the Twentieth Century Thianksgiving riund.

Many ilianks to the kind friends who have hieipeil
so liberally with their contributions this inonthi.

Now is the tinte te subscribe for Paini Branefli, if you.
Ilav~e ulot alrc.ady done so--AIS0 to renew subserîptionis.

A THOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEAR.

Last October one of our Sunday-school lessous was
ab)out Ezra's journey to Jerusaicin. In that; lesson the

gret man Ezra tells us that lie and liis cornpany of
traveliers prayed God to, show thern a riglit way for
thcemseivcs, and for their littie ones, and for ail their
substance.

Ezrat was a good man, and accornp]ishced a great;
Nwork; 'b-t: ihe secret of lis success may be found in
Ezra -7: 10. For Ezra hiad prepared Iiis lieart to seekc
the law of the Lord and to do it. and to teadli in Israel
statutes and judgnuents.

Ezra prcpared Iiis heart, or purposed in lis lieart,
to sck and to do the law of the Lord.

I wonder hlow mudli we ivouid accornpiish this year
if wc, liki-e Ezra, reaiiy purposed in our hceart to dIo faith-
f uliv and well the2 work we are asked to, do ini connec-
tion. w'ith. our Mission Band. If President, aiways t(b
be on tinue, and have a programme wcll prepared. If
Secetary, aiways to have the books kept in good order,
tund the reports sent in. at the proper lime. If a mem-
ber wvithiout office, always to icnd a hiping hand whcn-
ever it is needed. Sureiy thon he %vork, wouid provo
Io bo a biessing to ourseives, as well as to others.

A good resohition. is sometimes easiiy broken; but
1 irn sure lEzra did not try to carry oit biis resointion
in a hal1f-hicartcd iway. His character wouid have been
wceak hiad lic act-ed thus; but no! lie must have be-en a
mnan ivlîo ivas d2tcrmincd to "flnd a way or niake it."

Evcry day we are doing thoso things whieli forin
ebaracter. and character is the only thing fluai iasts
forever. WVe carry notiuing cisc with uis t. the ncxt
i-orid. Let us Ilion watch carcfuiiy ýur evcîj day nets.
Sonie one lias said: "Sow an act and you reap a habit;
sow a habit auud youi reap a eharacter; sow a cluaracter
and yoit re.a.p a dlestiniy"

Let ils strive ho, build up Christ-Eie dharacters.
We nuist wvateli our thouglits that thuev ho pure, our
lips thnt they speakz the truth, our motives that thev
be not soWsh.z

Charlotte 'Murray -,ays:-

**Just scatterlng seeds o>f kidness,
Jus'. living .lke Christ dow& here:

TYx1e. this be our Il çh eiudeavour
Whilst Journeying Somce thf s year.2'

Toronto. M. ]il.


