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cd this, to exert themselves for the extension
of the education of the people.  Hitherto the
concern of ministers and Churches had been
chicfly the promotion of religious instruction by
Sunday schools ; and no eitension " of Day
school instruction, he was persuaded, would
supersede the necessiiy of c¢very cffort to im-
prove the cfticiency of Sunday schools; but it
wus now indispensable, even for the prescrva-
tion of those schools, to combine them with
Day school instruction. “Fhe motion was sg-
conded by Mr. Edward Baines, jun., who pre-
faced his remarks by acknowledging his obli-
gations to the excellent Chairman as his carl
instructor, from whom he had imbibed, with
the clements of learning, his attachment to
the principles of Civil and Religious Freedom.
Mr. Baines then laid beforé the meeting the
results of his extended inquiries into thestate
and progress of cducation in the northern
manufacturing districts. Two important facts,
he suid, must be admitted ; first, that there
exists a great deficiency of general education,
both in quantity and quality ; and, sccondly,
that Dissenters had not borne their propar
part in supplying that deficiency. Of late
years, the Clergy had been, in this respect,
indefatigable.  Maintainingashe did, thatitis
ng more the province of Governmet:t to edu-
cate the people, than it is to supply the peo-
ple with food, or to gevern their families, he
must contend also, that, as it"is the primary
and sacred duty of* parents to provide cdica-
tion for their children; so, it was the duty of
all religious men to assist parents in the low-
er walks of life in educating their own chil-
dren, and the duty of the ministers of reli-
gion to inculcate upon parents their inaliena-
ble obligation. T

Extracts fiom the Speech of Dr. Vaughans
President of the Lancashire Independeut Col-
lege : .
We are & Congregational Union of England and
Wales, simply for carrying into eftect the scheme
that has come down sketched to our hands by the
very fathers and founders of the principles we
profess. (Applause.) Let us hear no more,
then, of novelty as conneoted with these things.
(1Lear, henr.) We are taking up the old paths of
men whose names we value above those of
any other men in the history of the Church since
the age of the Apostles. (Hear, heary I cun
only now say that L am far from logking with dis-
couragement in referring to those principles, from
many things that are taking place around us,
which seem to Lear a most hostile aspeet. I al-
ways judge of any breach that is made in regard
to any great publie principle, by the vigour of the
reaction that is found to be called forth by it. We
should never have reaction in the various forms
presented to us in favour of the Christianity of tha
middle ages, if it were not for the breadth’that is
taken, and if it were not for the onwardness that
marks .he influence of the Christianity proper to
us, as derived from the Holy Scriptures.  (Iear,
hear.) I gather courage, when I see a field so
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occupied, for I am sure there must have been
ood at work, erd this principle would be aroused
from its natural slumber in the manner in which
it has been. (Hear.) Then I would just say one
word upon the point to which we have had our
attention directed to-day~—cducation. If I wero
asked to say what I expect to bo the great
advantages of this union in respect to cducation, I
3 shouldsay,inadditiontoseecopy the variousobjects
we have clssed under the head ofour British mis-
siong, there are such questions as those of popular
cducation” rising in relation to it, which it is
really of momentthat onrmen ofmost sober thought,
ourymen ufmore considerable reading on these ques-
tions,should cometogether,and confer and agree as
to what theythink wouldbe thebest course of meet-
ing the emergency of the demands inthisrespect.
Wearenowina position to feel that the edueationof
the people of this country must be mainly, if not
entirely, the work of the religious connnunities
that are founded.  (Ilear, hear.) X am not sorr
that we are brought to ‘this state, because it will
have in it an indication of a great social manhood
in vur case. (Hear, hear.) Government take the
most upon them when the people are in the most
prostrate condition, 'Whero they take the most
upon them to do, they do it in the worst form.
When you can narrow the province of a govern-
ment, causing the people to become as & nation,
as nearly as may be, what Christ’s Church was
intended to be, a self-governing-body, you narrow
the proviice of the magistrate, and he does the
less he has to do the better for being limited.
(Hear, hear.) * Amongst ourselves cverything is
in progress of this nature. In Prussia, 1f a road
be wanting to send a cart along, it must I “he
business of the, king or his functionaries to inuke
it. As toa canal or railway, as to anything of
great amount, it must all be done by the Govern-
ment; the people are children; the only men, ac-
cording to the theory of.the thing, are those who
haye to manage everything forthe rest. [Laugh-
ter and applause.) We are doing more and more
for ourselves every day: we are narrowing the
province of the governing, and we are enlarging
the province ofthe governed.  (Ilear, hear.) By-
and-by, weshall get to a point where we shall take
religion and everything of that nature out of the
hands of the Government, and the people will
3 attend to these things themselves. T feel thatwe
areinacrisis, and that educationis the department
of things with respect to which we are called upon
to carry out our principles of self-government. It
§ is felt every-wherethat the time is come in which
the people will be found competent to do these
§ things for themselves much better than any Go-
3 vernment can do themfor them.  Butin order to
bring that part of the country not religious into a
g proper condition for self-government, we mustbe
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prepared to exert oursclves, and to bring our
thoughts, our time, and our property into the
enterprise, in order o show that we arc sincere,
it is not enough to say that the principles of In-
dependency conduce to the union and combined
efforts, but we must show that they do. (Hear,
hear.) Mankind ever: the wisest, are instructed
by their eyes manifold more than by their ears.
§ You may write 8 hundred prosey volumes, in-
tended to show that Independency is not averse
to union, and those hundred volumes would 1ot
do so much to instruct the country in the truth of
1 our cause as will be,done by the simaple fact of the



