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From the Leather “Tanght.

ches that the
ewd of education and of the instruction of
south is to make them better; not simply
moro intellectual, but wore moral. e
adys of Pericles, he “ filled Athens with
temples, theatres, statues, and public
buildings ; beaatified it with the most fu-
mous monuments, und set it oft with or-
saments of gold; but ean any one name
the man, native or foreigner, old or young,
thiat he made wiser or better?”  From
the time of Pericles, the Athenians began
to degencrate ; they become idle, offemi-
n.;te, bubblers, and busy-bodies, fond of
extrava:ance and vain superfluity.

Plato, in his writings, tea

Education, in the common and popular
sense, is limited to the cultivation of the
intellect, and to an acquaintance with the
clements of useful knowledge. One is
suid to bo well cducated who has been
accurately taught the rudiments of what
1s called learning.  Let it be rewembered
that he is not in tho true sense educated
who is not wade wiser and better.

Man hus vot only an intellect, but a

heart: not onlv reason and iudguent, but
passions. Xu childhood and youth, the

cmotions are strongest; the fuculties of
the understanding are not developed until
a Jater period. In the iunfant, the lowest
agiivc emotion, such as a desire for food,

i, first deycloped ; at a later period, the
passive ewations, as fear, love, anger, &,
begin to bo dueloped Every thing
around clilldren is ealculated to cail forth
abd -excreise the passions. We do not
find:it necessary to strengthen them; the
great thing is to guard, control, or direct
them properly; they muust be curbed, and
brotght under the dominion of the under-
standing, the facultics of which would un.
fold mere slowly. Education has some-
thing to do with the heart as well as the
bead. '

In cducating the understanding, we
ic.u.ix children the priuciples of scicnee,
both the theoretical. and practic.d; but
wha’ shall we teach children in order to
clevate the tone of their wor:l feclings
and qualify them to act well their purt in
the various relatiens of life? A know-
lodge of geography, arithmetie, and phi-
losophy, will not make children.more hon_
est,-nor-more fond of truth.  Every day's
cxperience gives proof of this.  The fra-
tc(m}_y of forgers, smndlum und cheats,
bO.llll‘l‘l;'cl‘OUb and fonmdable,,copasts for;
'1c mout Imt, oj‘ tbo<" \\}xosc mtcllectq
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\ have been cultivated by seicnee : but their

moral cdueation having been negleeted,
their Teamivg s & curse to them and alt
about them,  What book shull be used as
u text-book by those who would give moral
instruction 2 /& high toue of morals can-
not be expeeted in any conumunity from
which the Bible iy excluded. The prin-
ciples ineuleated in this book, coming, as
they do, from “ Ilim in whom we live,
and ove, and have our being,” and being
enforced, as they are, by such powerful
motives, cannot be taught without produc-
ing some beneficial results.  The truths
contained in this buok, God has direeted
us to communicate to children.  “ Thou
shalt teach them diligelmly unto thy chil-
dren, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thy house, and whea thou walk.
cst by thic way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up.”"—( Deut. vi. 7.)
Cbildren are to be brought up “in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord," 1. ¢.,
they are to be bronght up “ in the instruc-
tion and information of the Lord,” in a
knowledge of the Scriptures. AH wmen
are tequired to search the Seriptares, to
adopt them as the rule of life, If it be
asked, ¢ How shall a young mun (a youth)

cleanse his way ?" the answer is, ¢ By
giving heed thercto according to thy word.”

If God designed the Rible to be a light
to the feet, and & Lunp to the path of chil
dren, then we huve no right to withhold
it from them. It has been the text-book
of morals to the children and )outh of
New England, from the bc«mnm':, and it
has.been like salt, preserving i’ pmp)e
from corruption. Its principles wherever
faithfully inculeated, have produced mtcr—
nal quictness, siweefened all The relations
of sociul anl domestic life, linparted. moral
courage for the. discharge of diflicult: du-
ties, smoothed the pillow of the sick and
dying, and thrown a light upon the dark-
ness of the grave.

All wbo have read this volume with
diligence and care, I have no doubt, are
fully convinced that its influcuee upon
the moral condition of the community is
highly beneticid.  Boyle, an hoglizh phi-
losophcr of the 1Gth century, testified that
“ the Bible is a matehless voluine, which
it is impossible to study too much, or to
prize too highly.“ Sir Isaae Newton said,
“We account the Seriptures the,most
sublime philosophy.”  Sir Christopher
Hutton, an eminent stutesman, advised
his friends to study the Bible sonou,sl),,
for, ‘said he, “it is desorvedly accounted a
piedo of ‘oxoelletit knowledise 3 widerstand
thc L“‘i 61‘ f}xe Yaii ':xt'g [ ]i)chgﬂopns o'i“ .5\
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man's countrj how mueh more to know
the stutwttes of Heaven and the luws of
eternity, those eternal and mmutable laws
of rightcousness 1"

It is easy to culleet testimonies in faver
of the saudy of the Bible. Not ouly phi-
losophers and statesmen, but jndges, poets,
orators, und indeed men in all ranks of
life, have found it an uutidote for moral
evil,  Lord Byron rctommends the Bilie.,
in the following lines :—

“ Within this awful volume les
The mystcry of mysterics;
0! happy they, of human inee,
To whom vur God has given gracy
1o hear, to veud, to fear, and pray.
. * « * * » .
But better hnd they ue'er been bul'l
Wiho tead to doub., or retd 1o seoru.

e Bible iy *he book from which thowe
lessong of moral instruction are to bo d-
rived, with which the minds of chidren
and youth ought very c:}rg to be imbued.

Some perhaps may “say, that school
teachers are hired to teach the elements
of human sciences. It is true, but thisis
not'all; correct moral principles must he
inculeated in the Common School; for a
portion of the children, in afimost every
school dxstnct will grow up under the in-
fluence of immoral instruction, if they do
not receive it from the school teacher.—
Their pavents will not teach them, and
they seldom if cver attend a Sabbath
school; unless, therefore, morul and reli-
gious instruction be made te bear upon
them in these nurserics for training ‘the
young, they will be nuisances to society.
The State very wiscly directs the Teach-
ers of Common Schools, “to esért theic
best endeavors to inipress-on the minds
of children and youth, corimmitted to their
aare and instructidp, the prmmp]es of pie-
ty, justice, and & gacred regard to truth ;
love to sheir country, humanity, and uri-
versal benevolence; sx)bri’c*y, industry,
and fragality; chastity, méderation, and
temnperance; and those other virtues which
are the ornanment -of human society, and
the basis upon which a free constitutioun
is founded ; dnd it hall be the duty of
sueh instructors to endeavor to Tead their
pupils, as their ages and capacities will
admit, into a clear understanding of the
tendency of tho above-mentioned virtues,
to preserve and perfeet our free constitn-
tion, and seoure the blewsings of liberty,
as well as to prowmote their future happi-
ness, and also to puint out to them the
evil tendenoy of the opposite vices,”

I am aware that there iy a great diver-
sity of opinion in regard to the manner
in which the Bibls ‘ought to ‘bo' used.~+~
Some wonldtusont!asﬂréaﬂmd book ; but
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